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News & Notes
Millions for abortion
Investment guru Warren Buffett says 
he will donate the bulk of his fortune 
to the pro-abortion foundation set up 
by Microsoft founder Bill Gates and his 
wife. That the world’s second richest 
man would leave about 80 percent of 
his estate to the Gates’ foundation is 
a huge concern for pro-life advocates 
because of the groups it supports. 
Buffet is the 75 year-old chairman and 
CEO of Berkshire Hathaway and he 
told Fortune magazine he will begin 
making contributions to the Bill and 
Melinda Gates foundation by giving 
it stock options in the company. 

According to an Associated Press 
report, Buffet will give the Gates 
foundation 12,050,000 in Class B shares 
of Berkshire Hathaway. One share of 
the stock sells for just over $3,000, 
and would give the Gates foundation 
another $37 billion. It already has $29 
billion, which makes it the world’s 
largest charity. 

The donation causes huge concerns 
for pro-life advocates as the Gates 
Foundation has given the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America 
abortion business almost $12.5 mil-
lion since 1998, including funds to 
persuade teenagers to support abor-
tion and to lobby the United Nations 
to advance pro-abortion proposals. 
The Gates foundation has also given 
nearly $21 million to the International 
Planned Parenthood abortion business 
over the last seven years. The funds 
have gone to promote abortions in 
third-world nations and to set up 
pro-abortion family planning centers 
in South America, Africa and eastern 
European nations. 

ACTION: Contact the Bill and Me-
linda Gates Foundation and urge it to 
stop supporting Planned Parenthood 
and abortion. Contact: Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, PO Box 23350, Se-
attle, WA 98102, (206) 709-3140, info@
gatesfoundation.org 

—LifeNews.com, June 27, 2006

School matters
A teacher at a private Catholic school 
fired for signing a newspaper ad-
vertisement promoting abortion lost 
her appeal in her lawsuit against the 
school. The 3rd Circuit Court of Ap-
peals upheld a district court ruling in 
the case saying the woman’s rights 
were not violated when the school 
fired her. 

Ursuline Academy, a private Catho-
lic school in Wilmington, fired Michele 
Curay-Cramer after she lent her name 
to a pro-abortion signature ad. She 
filed a lawsuit saying the school vio-
lated her First Amendment free speech 
rights. But Circuit Court Judge Jane 
Roth, writing for a three-judge panel 
of the appeals court, upheld the district 
court opinion tossing her lawsuit.  
                  
Pro-abortion candidates
The leading pro-abortion political 
group in the nation unveiled its roster 
of candidates for 2006 recently. The 
pro-abortion candidates have a huge 
hill to climb as their 2004 counterparts 
fared poorly at the ballot box. Emily’s 
List told reporters about this year’s 
slate of candidates—all women and 
all Democrats as usual. The organi-
zation is fielding its largest group of 
candidates in its 21 years’ history—but 
that may be due to recent failures at 
the ballot box. 

Through its members, the group 
donated $11 million to pro-abortion 
candidates in 2004 and raised more 
than $30 million to fund its own grass-
roots activities. But the money, which 
turned the group into the largest po-
litical donor that year, didn’t transfer 
into success. Emily’s List managed to 
elect only 39% of the candidates it sup-
ported in 2004. The pro-abortion group 
outspent its pro-life counterpart, the 
Susan B. Anthony List, by an 8.5 to 1 
margin, but 80 percent of the SBA-List 
endorsed candidates were winners.

LifeNews.com, May 22, 2006

Adult stem cells mimic embryonic
Just one day after President Bush ve-
toed a bill funding embryonic stem cell 
research, saying adult stem cells were 
showing strong success, the University 
of Louisville reports that studies have 
confirmed its research showing adult 
stem cells can mimic the properties 
of embryonic ones. In December, UL 
scientists say they discovered a certain 
kind of adult stem cell that can change 
into brain, nerve, heart muscle and 
pancreatic cells. The ability to take 
on the characteristics of other cells 
is the primary selling point for using 
embryonic stem cells, which can only 
be obtained by destroying unborn 
children in their earliest days. 

Now, scientists around the world 
are confirming UL’s breakthrough. 
Dr. Mariusz Ratajczak, leader of the 
research team and director of the 
stem cell biology program at the 
university’s James Graham Brown 
Cancer Center, says “a lot of people 
report the presence of embryonic-like 
cells in adults.” He told the Louisville 
Courier-Journal newspaper that at least 
five other laboratories have discovered 
the same cells. At the University of Il-
linois, researchers identified a similar 
embryonic-like stem cell in umbilical 
cord blood, and researchers in Ger-
many and at the Mount Sinai School 
of Medicine in New York have found 
them as well.

 —LifeNews.com, July 21, 2006

Fewer abortions in Michigan
The Michigan Department of Com-
munity Health reports the number 
of abortions in Michigan in 2005 de-
clined from the previous year. There 
were 25,209 abortions in Michigan in 
2005 compared to 26,269 in 2004, a 
decrease of 4 percent. This represents 
a dramatic 48.7 percent decrease since 
1987 and it’s the second year in a 
row that abortions in Michigan have 
dropped. The latest figure is the lowest 
annual total of reported abortions in 
Michigan since abortion businesses 
were required to report information 
in 1979.     

                  

    —LifeNews.com, June 24, 2006
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WAYNE COUNTY
✩ Downtown Belleville, Main St. at Five Points to Belleville Lake Bridge—Belleville

NEW ✩ Telegraph Rd. at Ford Rd., north to Hass St.—Dearborn Heights
✩ Gratiot, at 6 Mile Rd.—Detroit 

✩ Middlebelt, Jamison (2 blks. south of 5 Mile Rd.) to 6 Mile Rd.—Livonia      
✩ Intersection at Wayne and Warren Rds.—Westland

OAKLAND COUNTY
✩ Woodward, from 11 to 12 Mile Rds.—Berkley, Royal Oak

NEW ✩ M59 (Highland Rd.) at Milford Rd, nw corner — Highland
 ✩ Lapeer Rd., at Indianwood—Lake Orion

✩ 620 General Motors Rd., btwn S. Milford Rd. & Main St.—Milford
✩ Pontiac Trail, btwn Maple & Walled Lake Dr.—Walled Lake

MACOMB COUNTY
✩ Gratiot, from 15 to 16 Mile Rds.—Mt. Clemens

LIVINGSTON COUNTY
✩ Grand River & Main to Hacker—Brighton

✩ Grand River, from Ann to East—Fowlerville
✩ Michigan Ave. & Grand River to Fowler—Howell

✩ M-36 & Dexter/Pinckney Rds.—Pinckney
LAPEER COUNTY

✩ M-24 (Main St.) & M-21—Lapeer
UP NORTH

✩ St. Pius X Church on M65—Hale
✩ Furtaw Field on US 23—Oscoda

✩ US 23 at Newman St.—Tawas

Across the U.S. and Canada, on National LIFE CHAIN Sunday, 
hundreds of thousands of participants will silently stand* in peaceful, prayerful witness 

to their commitment to love and protect the unborn and their mothers. 
Will YOU stand with us? Call to register your church or group 248-478-8878. 

Gather family, friends and neighbors to join LIFE CHAIN! Signs will be provided.
* Elderly and handicapped participants may sit in lawn chairs which they provide.

LIFE CHAIN
October 1, 2006 • 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN

PRAY
TO END

ABORTION
ADOPTION:
THE LOVING

OPTION

ABORTION 
HURTS
WOMEN

LIFE CHAIN Committee
29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545 • Livonia, MI 48152-2193 • 248-478-8878 • FAX 248-478-8854

Sponsored by Right to Life - LIFESPAN
®



�  LIFESPAN NEWS  August 2006

By Nigel M. de S. Cameron 

In a wonderful commentary 
aptly titled Evasive Language 
Results in Suboptimal Outcomes, 
John Leo assaults the manner in 

which language is used to obscure the 
truth—rather than to tell it. He is not 
concerned simply with biotechnology, 
which makes his biotech examples 
even more telling. This isn’t a pro-life 
argument; it’s a commentary on the 
debasement of public discourse that 
comes from avoiding calling things 
by their names.

This retreat into euphemism and 
evasion can be amusing and also, at 
the same time, very serious: Massive 
layoffs in the auto industry have 
given us “volume-related production 
schedule adjustment” (GM usage) 
and “career alternative enhancement 
program” (Chrysler usage). And when 
the boss says, “We have to leverage 
our resources,” he means, “You will be 
working weekends.” If you don’t, you 
risk being “deinstalled” (fired).

He cites William Lotz’s book The 
New Doublespeak for many of his 
examples. They run all the way from 
“adult” entertainments and various 
politically correct evasions to “hull 
loss” for an air crash. Some will recall 
when “wardrobe malfunction” was 
recently added to the language.

But the most potent examples 
he gives come from the human life 
agenda:  Just as “abortion” has virtu-
ally disappeared from the names and 
language of abortion-rights groups, 
the word “embryo” is fading from 
the vocabulary of those who favor 
“embryonic stem-cell research.” Since 
polls show that the public reacts nega-
tively to the news that minute human 
embryos are created and destroyed in 
the research, the media now speak of 
“early stem cells.” The troubling word 

“cloning” is fading too; “therapeutic 
cloning” is replaced by its technical 
term, “somatic cell nuclear transfer.”

It’s fascinating to see just what has 
been happening with the cloning de-
bate. First, the pro-cloning advocates 
tried to neutralize an unpopular, sci-fi 
sounding word by adding an antidote 
“therapeutic.” Surely, they reckoned, 
“therapeutic cloning” sounds OK. But 
the American public proved more re-
silient than they expected (and not as 
dumb); they decided that therapeutic 
cloning was still cloning. So the same 
people who had made up this deeply 
dishonest phrase went back to the 
drawing board. (Or, at least, they went 
back to K Street—haunt of high-priced 
Washington lobbyists—and tried 
some more focus groups.)

Since polls show 
that the public reacts 

negatively to the news 
that minute human 
embryos are created 
and destroyed in the 

research, the media now 
speak of 

“early stem cells.”

The results were—to be fair!—in-
genious. Two bold moves were taken. 
First, “cloning” was redefined. No 
longer could it be allowed to mean 
what everyone once thought it meant: 
using the Dolly-the-sheep technology 
(technically called somatic cell nuclear 
transfer) to create an embryo. Using 
cloning to mean, well, cloning, would 
make it harder to argue the difference 
between cloning embryos to make 
babies and cloning embryos to destroy 
them for experiments. So cloning was 

redefined as “the implantation of the 
cloned embryo.” Only implanted 
embryos are clones.

This may seem like something 
out of Mad Magazine. But it is in fact 
straight from the main Senate bill 
used to prevent a cloning ban (spon-
sored by Hatch and Feinstein). When 
California’s pro-cloning Proposition 
71 was under debate, its sponsors tried 
to stop its opponents from using the 
word “cloning” in their criticism of 
what the proposition permitted—until 
a judge had the honesty to side with 
the truth.

Second, if a cloned embryo isn’t 
a cloned embryo until it (he, she) is 
implanted, what is it? You need a 
new word. They could have run a 
nationwide competition to get the 
best ideas. It might have helped, since 
none of the options they have tried 
has really caught on. They have tried 
“activated egg,” for example (you 
and I are merely “activated eggs” 
a few years down the line, come to 
think of it). They have played with 
various terms like “nuclear transfer” 
and “nuclear transplantation” (which 
also haven’t caught on—and any focus 
group worth funding would tell you 
that “nuclear” is not the coziest term 
around anyway).

More than a dozen terms have been 
coined. It’s almost as much fun as Su-
doku to scan the newspaper reports on 
anything to do with embryonic stem-
cell research and look for the latest 
evasion. In Missouri, where a rerun 
of the Prop. 71 debate is in progress, 
an appeals court has just agreed to 
hear the argument over again. Let’s 
hope the judges agree that debasing 
the currency of honest language will 
only undermine democracy.

—Christianity Today
Week of February 27, 2006

Pearls of Wisdom
The Truth, the Partial Truth, 

and Nothing but Evasions
How to sell unethical science
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HELP!!!
We need your support!  We would like to help the Main Office of Right to Life – LIFESPAN over-
come a rather severe shortage of funds. We don’t want to put on a show, but would like to stage 
a WALKATHON. Our problem is that we don’t know how to get started.  

So, we are sending out this to any of you who have ever helped plan a WALKATHON.  
Could you call the office at 248-478-8878 and give us the benefit of your experience? No tap 

dancing or singing skills are required—just some pointers on what works 

well and how we should begin the process.  We won’t even ask you to chair this 

event—unless you want to!!    Other committees needing help are LIFE Chain, Rally 
for Life, Mother’s Day Dinner/Auction and other fundraising. Call 248-478-8878.

ELIGIBILITY:
Any student in grades 9-12, in public, private or home school, who resides in Wayne, Oakland, 
Macomb or Livingston Counties, OR who is a member of Right to Life - LIFESPAN, regardless 
of residency, is eligible for the contest except for students in the immediate family of a board 
member of Right to Life - LIFESPAN.

RULES:
 1.   The topic of the pro-life essay entry must feature one or more aspects of abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, human embry- 
   onic stem cell research or human cloning. The essay must be titled.
 2.   The essay shall be a minimum of 500 words, a maximum of 1000 words. No poems will be accepted.
 3.   The essay should be typed, but may be legibly handwritten.
	 4.		Each	entry	must	be	the	student’s	original	work.	One	entry	per	student.
 5.   On the BACK only of the last page of the essay, the student must PRINT neatly his/her name, address, phone number, age  
   and grade, name of school, plus the names of his/her parents or guardian.
 6.  Each entry becomes the property of Right to Life - LIFESPAN, and each student who enters the contest assigns copyright  
   for the entry to Right to Life - LIFESPAN.
 7.   The essay shall be judged on content and style.
 8.   All entries shall be considered by impartial judges selected with experience in the content. Judges reserve the right to   
   award no prize winner if no entry is deemed meritorious of the prize.
	 9.		Decisions	of	the	judges	shall	be	final.
  10.  All entries must be received by Wednesday, November 1, 2006, and mailed or delivered to: Student Essay Contest  
   2006, Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152.

PRIZES:
 First:   $1000 Savings Bond 
 Second:  $400 Savings Bond 
 Third:  $200 Savings Bond
Prizes	will	be	awarded	at	the	Rally	for	Life,	January,	2007.	The	first-prize	winner	shall	also	be	invited	to	read	the	winning	essay	
at the Rally, and the winning entry shall be printed in Lifespan News.	Call	Lifespan’s	Main	Office	248-478-8878.

Student Essay Contest
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17209 Mack Ave., PMB 293 
Detroit, MI 48224-2248
Phone 313-640-8534 • Fax (same as phone)
Office Hours: MW 10-2; TThF Closed

P. O. Box 1532, Brighton, MI 48116-9998
Phone 810-220-LIFE (5433)
Judy Zabik, Jane Thierfeldt, Co-Directors

livingston

continued on page 11

®

State fair volunteers needed
Lifespan will again be at the Michigan State 
Fair to promote the pro-life message to the 
thousands who pass by our booth.  There are a 
few slots open during the Detroit Chapter days 
of August 28, 29 and 30th.  Call today—313-
640-8534.  A free entry ticket to the Fair will be 
provided, and you will have time to explore the 
wonderful sights and help educate the public 
on all life issues on the same day.  Call today!

Democracy is not a spectator sport
The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is 
for good men to do nothing. (Edmund Burke)

Surveys show that very few young people 
vote, and many do not know who their senators 
and representatives are, how they are elected or 

what their duties are.  Democracy is not a spectator sport...if 
we do not participate in the process, we will get a government 
shaped by others who do not share our values and morality.  If 
our democracy appears sullied or tainted, we need only look at 
our own actions or inactions as citizens because, in the end, it 
is we as individuals who are collectively the United States of 
America. (Ernest Ohlhoff)

Please make sure that your children and  grandchildren 
are registered voters and that they take an active part in the 
upcoming elections.  Continue to pray for our government 
officials, learn from history, study the issues of the day and 
exercise your most precious freedom…VOTE!

Summer garage sales
Summer is a time to visit garage sales.  If you happen to 
notice some gently used baby items, why not buy them and 
donate them to your local pregnancy center and possibly 
let the seller know that if she has any unsold items at the 
end of her sale she may want to donate them herself.You 
may also be able to barter a little and let the seller know 
that you would be willing to buy whatever she has left 
over for a reduced price.  Be bold and be willing to stand 
up for those precious babies who cannot stand up for 
themselves. Pregnancy centers in Detroit are: Pregnancy 
Aid 313-882-1000, CareNet 313-340-0960 and Imago Dei 
313-372 8803.

environment for a fertilized ovum resulting in a chemi-
cal abortion. The following information is taken from the 
website www.morningafterpill.org.  

Emergency contraception (also known as the morn-
ing-after pill) is a high dosage of the birth control pill. It 
is recommended to be used after sexual intercourse, over 
a period of 72 hours, to achieve the goal of preventing (or 
ending) pregnancy. There are three different ways birth 
control pills are currently being promoted for this use: 
progesterone alone, estrogen alone, or both of these arti-
ficial steroids together. These are the same steroids found 
in the typical birth control pill. Where did this idea come 
from?  The idea of emergency contraception—or a morn-
ing-after pill—is based on a theory. Under this theory, if 
a woman has sexual intercourse and fears she may be 
pregnant, she can take large doses of birth control pills. If 
in fact the woman is pregnant when she takes these birth 
control pills, the high dosage could act to kill her preborn 
child—a living human being. The only “emergency” in 
this case is the woman’s fear of being pregnant.  There 
are at least two formulations of the birth control pill that 
are being marketed as “emergency contraceptives.” Also, 
double doses (or more) of existing birth control pills are 
also prescribed (or self- administered) as “emergency con-
traception.” Though no testing has been done to confirm 
the safety of these large doses of birth control pills for 
women (and very limited testing has been done on the 
specifically marketed “morning-after” pills), the Food and 
Drug Administration has approved this use.

Further, this is a Physician’s Statement signed by over 
100 doctors from around the country:

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved 
the use of “morning after pills” which may be taken 

Prenatal Child
Protection Amendment
Thank you to all who participated in circulating 
petitions for Michigan’s Prenatal Child Protec-
tion Amendment.  This amendment, slated for 
November’s ballot, would have been the first in 
the country.  If passed, it would have defined 
life as beginning at conception and, therefore, 
would have extended the protection of the laws 
to our unborn children.  Despite the difference 
of opinion of other organizations, Lifespan 
continues to remain faithful to its mission and 
goals of restoring protection to our babies yet 
to be born.  We received national attention and 
support and have been the inspiration for at 
least six or seven other states to pass their own 
Human Life Amendment.  We hope to have 
yet another opportunity to allow the people of 
Michigan to speak up for LIFE at the polls in 
the near future.  Thank you once again.
 
Plan B (Morning After Pill)
Recently, the FDA has indicated that it will try 
to make the Morning After Pill available over 
the counter. It is important to understand that 
one of its effects is to make the uterus a hostile 
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1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-1546 • Fax 248-816-9066
e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: M, T, Th, F 8-3, W 9-3
Irene Tharp, Director; Diane Trombley, Ofc. Mgr. 
Lynn Gura, Tanya Wrenn, Ofc. Staff

27592 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150-2203
Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116
e-mail: wwdr@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: M-Th 10-4; F Closed
Patricia Holscher, Director; Laurie Masiarak, Ofc. Mgr.

oakland/macomb

wayne west/downriver

Wedding Vows
“To love, honor, and cherish…in sickness 
and in health…till death do us part…”  
Words that are held dear in the hearts 
and souls of all married couples! Diane 
Trombley and her husband, Norvell, 
were married for 41 years!  What a wonderful witness to 
the sacrament of marriage!  

Norvell suffered from a brief, terminal illness. Diane 
hardly left his side during the few weeks leading up to 
his death. She held her beloved husband’s hand as he 
passed from this world to the next on Saturday morning, 
July 22nd.  I remember when Norvell would call the office 
for Diane, he would refer to her as “his bride” which was 
such a sweet term of endearment!  

May Norvell’s soul now rest in the place called Heaven, 
where there is no suffering, pain, illness, darkness or sad-
ness—only joy, peace, love, light and happiness!

Your support and prayers for the family will be greatly 
appreciated.  Norvell and Diane have three adult children 
and two granddaughters. Cards of encouragement and 
sympathy can be sent to the Oakland/Macomb office for 
Diane and her family.  In addition, if you would like to 
make a donation in memory of Norvell to the Oakland/
Macomb office, please send them to 1637 W. Big Beaver, 
Suite G, Troy, MI  48084-3540.

Fair help
A great big THANK YOU to all who volunteered to work 
our educational booth at the 4-H Fair, the State Fair and 
the Troy Daze Festival. We have one shift still available for 
two people on Sunday, August 27th from 9:30-1:30 p.m.  If 
you can help us, please give us a call at 248-816-1546.  

        

Fairs and festivals
If your church, school, group or club is having a meeting, 
fair or festival, why not invite Lifespan to have a booth? 
We could bring the fetal models which are always the 
“best part” to the children and their families when they 
visit our educational booths. Help us to help others know 
the “facts” and dispel the “fiction” about the Life issues 
which the media reports.

Free Entertainment Book
If you order and pay for a 2007 Entertainment Book now, 
you will receive a free 2006 Book which can be used until 
November 1st, 2006. Call us at 734-422-6230.

Life Chain • October 1, 2:30 to 3:30
Lifespan’s Wayne West/Downriver Chapter will host three 
Life Chain locations. One will again be on Middlebelt Road 
from Jamison to Six Mile Road (not Seven Mile Rd.) We ask 
the participants to stand about 8 feet apart. The goal is to 
have a continuous human chain without large gaps. The 

second Life Chain will be at the intersection of Wayne and 
Warren Roads. The third Life Chain will be in downtown 
Belleville, Main Street at Five Points to Belleville Lake 
bridge. The fourth Life Chain will be on Telegraph Road 
at Ford Road, north to Hass Street. All the churches in the 
surrounding cities are invited to participate. It’s going to 
take a lot of prolifers to cover these areas. If your church 
is not participating in a Life Chain, ask your pastor to sup-
port this pro-life effort and become a part of this national 
event. When pastors become actively involved, usually 
their congregations are eager to join them. If your church 
has not received a registration form, call the Lifespan Main 
Office at 248-478-8878.

Michigan State Fair
If you and your family are planning to go to the State Fair 
this year, make sure you stop by the Lifespan booth to say, 
“hello.” Our educational booth with the beautiful soft fetal 
models and pro-life literature always draws crowds. Our 
presence is important because many people only know 
what they hear and see in the media regarding abortion, 
euthanasia and assisted suicide, and many churches do 
not address these issues. As thousands of people go by, 
we have the opportunity to share the realities of these 
Life issues.

Membership renewal
Membership renewal letters have been mailed. If you 
receive one, please reply promptly.
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President
President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington, DC  20500
Opinion Line  202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5
Fax Number:  202-456-2461
e-mail:  comment@whitehouse.gov
Dear Mr. President:
 
U.S. Senators
The Honorable (Carl Levin, Debbie Stabenow)
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510
202-224-3121
Dear Senator (last name):

U.S. Representatives
The	Honorable	(first	and	last	name)
House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515
202-224-3121 
Dear Congressman or Congresswoman          
    (last name):

Governor
The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI  48909
517-373-3400
Opinion Line: 517-335-7858
e-mail: migov@aol.com
Dear Governor Granholm:

Michigan State Senator 
The Honorable (full name) 
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI  48909
517-373-1837
Dear Senator (last name): 

Michigan State Representative
The Honorable (full name) 
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI  48909
517-373-1837

Legislative update

Addresses

House Fails to Override Bush 
Veto of Embryonic Stem Cell 
Research Funding
The House of Representatives failed 
to override President Bush’s veto of a 
bill that would spend taxpayer funds 
on embryonic stem cell research. With 
the failed vote, the bill is dead for the 
session and the U.S. government will 
continue to focus spending funds 
on adult stem cell research, which 
has yielded dozens of treatments for 
patients. The House voted 235-193 in 
favor of overriding the veto, but the 
vote was 65 short of the two-thirds 
necessary to override it. Some 51 Re-
publicans and 183 Democrats voted 
to override while 179 Republicans 
and 14 Democrats voted against it. 
During the debate leading up to the 
vote, Rep. Diane DeGette, a Colorado 
Democrat, accused President Bush of 
snuffing out “the candle of hope for 
110 million Americans suffering from 
diseases.” But pro-life Rep. Roger 
Wicker told lawmakers, “The choice 
is not between conducting stem cell 
research or not conducting stem cell 
research.” “Embryonic stem cell re-
search is legal in America and nothing 
in the administration policy affects 
that. Indeed, the federal government 
spent $400 million last year on stem 
cell research,” Wicker explained. He 
added that a majority of the private 
funding is going to adult and germ 
cell research “because that’s where 
the promise is now.” 

—LifeNews.cm, July 20, 2006
Editor’s note: Be sure to thank President 
Bush for standing on principal and exer-
cising his veto power, for the first time, to 
prevent federal funding of life-taking de-
structive embryonic stem cell research.

to help their teenage daughters avoid 
abortions. The Child Custody Protec- 
tion Act makes it a crime for anyone 
other than a teenage girl’s parents to 
take her out of state for an abortion. 
Boyfriends, their parents or abortion 
facility staff have made it a practice of 
taking teens to other states for secret 
abortions. Currently, abortion busi-
nesses located in cities that neighbor 
states with parental involvement laws 
advertise that abortions can be done 
without parental knowledge. But the 
bill would help stop that practice. “In 
most schools across the country our 
children cannot go on a field trip, take 
part in school activities or participate 
in sex education without a signed per-
mission slip. An underage child cannot 
even receive mild medication, such as 
aspirin, unless the school nurse has 
a signed release form,” pro-life Sen. 
John Ensign, who is the lead spon-
sor of the bill, explained. “Nothing, 
however, prevents this same child 
from being taken across state lines, in 
direct disobedience of state laws, for 
the purpose of undergoing a life-alter-
ing abortion,” Ensign, a Republican 
from Nevada, said during remarks 
on the Senate floor. 

—LifeNews.com, July 26, 2006

Informative Websites
www.nrlc.org
National Right to Life’s site provides the 
latest information on pro-life issues in 
Congress. 

http://thomas.loc.gov/
Maintained by the Library of Congress, 
Thomas offers a searchable database of 
congressional activity from 1969 to the 
present.

www.michigan.gov
The official State of Michigan website 
with links to the Legislature, Courts and 
Executive Offices.

michiganvotes.org
For the most up-to-date information on 
Michigan legislation regarding abortion 
or any pro-life issue, visit michiganvotes.
org.

Senate Backs Bill Protecting 
Teens on Abortion, Upholds 
Parental Involvement 
The Senate voted July 25, 65-34, to 
approve a measure that would help 
uphold state parental notification 
and consent laws that allow parents 
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Yes! I will attend Lifespan’s Breakfast on Saturday, September 16

Send me _____ tickets @ $18.00 each;     _____ tickets @ $7.50 each (students 21 or 
younger); $_________ total enclosed

Name (s) ___________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________

Zip _________________ Phone (Area Code) ______________________________

Please send a complete list of names and addresses for all people 
for whom you are ordering tickets.

Right to Life - LIFESPAN

 Legislative 
Breakfast

Saturday, September 16, 2006

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon          Registration: 8:30 a.m.

Burton Manor
27777 Schoolcraft Rd.

Livonia, Michigan 
(south side of I-96 service drive, between Inkster and Middlebelt)

Reservations are required by Friday, September 8
$18.00 per person ($7.50 for students 21 or younger)

Make check payable to Right to Life - LIFESPAN 
and mail with registration form below to:  

29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152

For more information call 
248-478-8878 or 734-422-6230

CAPA Scheduled for Vote
The Coercive Abortion Prevention Act 
(CAPA) {was} slated for a vote on the 
Michigan House floor July 26. 

After decades of legalized abortion, 
much research has been compiled 
documenting that many women feel 
forced by others to have an abortion. 
Women are coerced into having an 
abortion by a boyfriend who threatens 
physical violence, a husband who 
threatens to divorce her, parents who 
threaten to kick her out of the house 
or withdraw financial support, or an 
employer who may imply she will be 
fired or penalized. Recent news stories 
reveal that pregnant women were mur-
dered by their boyfriends because they 
did not have an abortion. It is a most 
disturbing fact that the leading cause 
of death among pregnant women is 
homicide.

The Coercive Abortion Prevention 
Act is a five-bill package that defines 
as a crime an act, or threat to act, 
against a pregnant woman as a means 
of intimidating or coercing her to seek 
an abortion.

Several other states are introducing 
CAPA-style legislation to their legisla-
tive bodies.

—LifeNews.com, July 24, 2006

Lifespan’s 
Voter Survey
Please ask your pastor for 
permission to have our Voter 
Survey issues available for your 
church’s membership. It is legal 
for churches to do this. Our 
September/October Lifespan 
News issue will have more 
details about this matter. 

The Educational Center for 
Life is also making available 
a Catholic Voter’s Guide. A new 
version this year is the Christian 
Voter’s Guide. Most important 
are the new features that will 
clear up confusion regarding 
the guide’s distribution at 
parishes and other non-profit 
organizations. Call ECL at 248-
816-8489.
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Wee Care
Dear Friends,
Can it really be August already? This summer 
has just flown by! I think the pace at the Wee 
Care office makes time pass so quickly.  As 
each layette is being picked up, the phone 

is usually ringing with five more requests for help. You 
have helped so many precious babies and their families.  
Twins, triplets, preemies, homeless, abused and abandoned 
babies--you have helped them all these past few months. 
In your name, I have received from the moms their tearful 
hugs of gratitude. In your name, I have told them how 
much you care. May God bless all of you for the love that 
you have for these special babies.  Wee Care couldn’t exist 
without you!

What’s Up With the Youth?
Hello Teens, Parents of Teens, College Students, Youth 
Group Ministers and Coordinators, Jr. High and High 
School Teachers, Pro-Life Youth Groups and Adult Vol-
unteers for Youth Activities!

Karen Patrosso, Director 248-478-8884
Wee Care, A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN

Diane Fagelman
President, Right to Life - LIFESPAN

From the President’s Desk

Here is a brief update on the Pro-Life Teen Jeopardy Game 
Show to be held at the Auburn Hills Christian Center on 
Saturday, August 26th—We have 48 contestants signed 
up! They represent Guardian Angels Church, Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius Church, the Auburn Hills Christian Center, 
Academy of the Sacred Heart, Assumption Grotto, Oxford 
High School, Peace Lutheran Church and St. Kenneth 
Church. We even have a brother and sister coming to town 
from Harsens Island!  Call me at 248-816-1546 if you would 
like to attend the Game Show as part of the audience and 
give these young people (ages 12-18 years old) your sup-
port while you learn and have fun at the same time!

Mark your calendars for upcoming annual activities that 
include: 1) the Pro-Life Teen Conference titled “I Choose 
Life” that will be held at the St. Joseph Franco Communica-
tions Center in Pontiac on Saturday, November 4th from 
1:00-5:30 p.m. for teens 13-18 years old, 2) the Life Chain 
that will be held in various locations throughout Metro 
Detroit on Sunday, October 1st from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for 
teens, families, youth groups, and church groups, and 3) 
the Movement in Motion Youth Bus Trip to Washington, 
D.C. to participate in the March for Life that commemorates 
the tragic decisions of the Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 
cases that legalized abortion throughout all nine months of 
pregnancy for any reason.  The bus trip is for teens 12-18 
years old, college students and adults (adults are needed 
as chaperones).

For more information on any of the above activities, 
please contact me at 248-816-1546. I am typically in the 
office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m.  I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Have a great rest of the summer before going back to 
school and college!

Your friend FOR LIFE, 
Lynn Gura, Youth Projects Coordinator

Dear Friends,
Have you been following the debate and legislative votes 
over embryonic stem cell research?  Do you know how 
your congressman voted? Do you know how our senators 
in the great state of Michigan voted?  Senators Levin and 
Stabenow both voted yes to HR810/S471. They both voted 
to use tax dollars to kill little humans in their embryonic 
stage for larger, older humans’ medical needs. These are 
the facts:
1.  The debate is not, whether or not we will allow this 
research; it is whether we will use our tax money to sup-
port the killing of little human beings. There is no ban on 
embryonic stem cell research; the private sector is free to 
continue their mad research on living human beings.
2.   There has been no success or medical breakthrough 
when embryonic stem cells have been used. It has been a 
failure to date.
3.  There has been much success in adult stem cell research; 
more money is needed for further research on adult stem 
cells.
4.  The use of stem cells for future humans (yet to be born) 
is stem cells from their own cord blood, taken after delivery.  
Government money would better be used to help young 
couples obtain and store their child’s cord blood for the 
future. Research is very promising; it will save many lives 
in the future, and hopefully, control  health care costs for 
the next generation.

Be aware of the argument that there are all these frozen 
embryos that are going to be destroyed and which could 
help others who suffer.  Why not experiment on those on 
death row then?—after all they’re going to die anyway.  
What about the old people in nursing homes or maybe 
the mentally-challenged who are not productive citizens!  
If the embryo were not a human being, then ok, use them, 
but they ARE human beings, and we must never forget 
this.  My question to the medical community is why are 
you allowing little people to be created only to be frozen.  
As a matter of fact the same question should be poised to 
our legislative bodies of government.  What has happened 
to our nation that little humans are created and treated with 
so little respect?  We have lost our soul as a nation. 
Remember these facts when you vote!

Donations were made to Educational Center for Life,
In memory of:

Norv Trombley
Given by: Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Spas

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schepansky

Educational Center  for Life   
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form
Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural 
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the 
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you 
the monthly newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings.

______ Annual Membership $ 20.00   ______  Angel in the Waters Special Membership 
______ Student/Senior Member $ 10.00  $40 or more; (call a Lifespan office for details)
 
Name___________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip____________
Please complete this form  and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar, Suite 545, 
Livonia, MI 48152-2193. For more information, call 248-478-8878. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.

Donations have been made—
In celebration of the birthday of:

Dolores Nizinski
Given by: Anonymous

In loving memory of:
Norv Trombley

Given by: Mary and George Cascos
Jean and Terry Hanigan

Roberta Murray
Fraser Baseball Club

North Oakland A’s 18U Baseball Team
Anchor Bay Angels

Thomas and Irene Tharp
Bill and Sharon Bobek

Patrick and Mary Anne Barrett
Phil and Janet McPeek

Barbara Kulkis
Madeline Satwicz

Magdalene Luft
Given by: Fidelity Bank

Donations may be made in memory of loved ones who 
have died; a memorial card will be sent by Lifespan in your 
name to the family of the deceased. Donations may also 
be made to honor someone special, and near and dear to 
you, for a particular occasion, or just because…
 You can live on after death by helping those whose lives 
are threatened by abortion, euthanasia or infanticide. A 
bequest in your will to Right to Life - LIFESPAN will be 
used to save the lives of many through our efforts. Send 
donations to your local Lifespan office.

Lifespan News
August, 2006; Vol. 35, No. 6
Published eight times a year  
President & Editor - Diane Fagelman
Layout/Design - Marge Bradley
Contributors: Paula Ervin, Patricia & Robert Holscher, Diane Trombley
Right to Life - LIFESPAN is	a	non-profit	organization,	and	is	funded	
entirely by membership dues, private donations and fundraisers.  
Donations are not tax-deductible.
MAIN OFFICE 
29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545, Livonia, MI 48152-2193                     
Phone: 248-478-8878 • Fax: 248-478-8854
mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org  •  www.rtl-lifespan.org
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Building Bridges Between 
Ethics Committees and Nursing
Michigan Nurses for Life will meet September 12th, 7:00 
p.m., at Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, 1100 Lone Pine 
Rd., Bloomfield Hills. The speaker will be Ann K. Suziedelis, 
Ph.D. Call 248-816-1546 for more information.

Morning After Pill
continued from page 6
up to 72 hours after sexual intercourse as a “safe” way 
to “avoid pregnancy.”The FDA has also authorized such 
drugs to be labeled and sold in interstate commerce as 
“emergency contraception.” In fact, the FDA, which is 
supposed to protect consumers from drug fraud, has 
authorized such fraud by granting its permission to label 
drugs such as Preven, Planned Parenthood’s Plan B, etc., 
as contraceptives. These drugs achieve their primary 
anti-fertility effect by destroying a new and distinct hu-
man being—with a unique genetic code different from the 
mother’s and father’s—after the process of fertilization 
has taken place, but before the child has nestled into the 
mother’s womb. These actions of the FDA have, in fact, 
prevented consumers from learning they were pregnant 
—and that they may have been an unwitting party to an 
abortion. We recognize that proponents of emergency 
contraception, or morning after pills, claim their products 
prevent both pregnancy and abortions. However, in doing 
so they must first reject the definitive conclusions of the 
biological sciences regarding the beginning of human life 
which they learned in medical school. And secondly, they 
must employ ambiguous language which is crafted to avoid 
public controversies over abortion and the moral concerns 
of women taking these drugs. We also believe that the 
widespread availability of morning after pills will also increase 
pressures on women for unwanted sexual intercourse, which 
will ultimately result in women being aborted without their 
knowledge or consent. For these and other reasons, we urge 
women to inform themselves of the real medical and moral 
facts regarding the so-called “morning after pills.”
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￼ Come, join us as part of the audience!

Saturday, August 26th
Auburn Hills Christian Center

2592 East Walton Blvd.
(east of Opdyke, west of Squirrel) 

Doors open at 1:30 p.m., and the first Game begins at 2:00 p.m.
Families are welcome!

Cost is $5.00* per person (children under 5 years of age are free). Pay at the door.
*Pizza, pop, munchies, veggies and desserts will be available between 2:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

and are included in the fee.

Each Game will last approximately 20 minutes and will be broken down into age groups 
(12-13 year-olds, 14-15 year-olds and 16-18 year-olds).

There are 48 Contestants playing in the Game Show. The support and encouragement you can 
give to these young people would really mean a lot to them!

For more information, please call Lynn Gura at the Oakland/Macomb Chapter of Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 248-816-1546.

PRO-LIFE TEEN JEOPARDY
GAME SHOW

®


