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Congratulations,
Mother of the Year 2005!

Margaret Rose
Kolinski
In conjunction with our Mother’s Day Dinner, we are honoring our Mother of
the Year 2005, Margaret Rose Kolinski, of Birmingham. Margaret was nominated by her daughters, Patty Ward and Peggy Wescott. Printed below is Patty’s
nomination letter, the first one received.

I

t is hard to think about my mom without thinking about being “open to life” because she gave birth to 13
children over a span of 22 years. She spent ten years of her life pregnant, joyfully “expecting” each new child.
She saw each of her children as a “precious gift from God” and was truly in awe of the miracle of birth and
each ensuing celebration of life.
Ironically, her initial plan for her life, prior to meeting and falling in love with my father, was to pursue a religious vocation as
a Carmelite nun. She wanted to dedicate her life entirely to God. God, however, had a different sort of dedication in mind for
Margaret. She was to become a dedicated wife to Joseph and a dedicated mother to Ralph, Elizabeth, Michael, Marguerite, Mary,
Gerald, John, Dorothy, Joseph, James, Patricia, Robert and Jeanne: the Kolinski family. Seven boys and six girls were my mother’s
response to the command to “be fruitful and multiply.” She would dedicate her life to God by dedicating herself to her family. She
willingly received “as many children as the Lord would send.” Being the 11th child of this family, I am personally very grateful for
this “open to life” philosophy.
We grew up on a very modest income in a small three-bedroom bungalow with one car and my father’s mother living upstairs.
Single beds were transformed to bunk beds and even triple bunks as each additional child arrived and the little kids slept two and
three abreast in double beds and trundles. We never felt deprived. We were rich in love. My mother was an accomplished seamstress
who made most of our clothes. She was also an excellent cook who could stretch a stew or a casserole to feed not only our clan,
but the friends we frequently invited home for dinner as well. Everyone always loved to come to our house because of the warm
welcome and lively conversation they found there. My mother’s kind spirit and generous nature were at the root of this gracious
and continuous hospitality.
Early memories of my mother center around her stirring big pots on the stove, peeling potatoes, rolling out pie crusts, doing
endless loads of laundry on her wringer washing machine (which she still uses to this day) and then hanging up clothes and diapers
continued on page 4

Detrimental Effects of
Adolescent Abortion
Amy R. Sobie and David C. Reardon, Ph.D.

A

bout 20 percent of all abortions taking place in the
U.S. today are performed on teens.1 Teenage abortion has been linked to a number of physical and
psychological problems, including drug and alcohol abuse,2
suicide attempts and suicidal ideation3 and other selfdestructive behaviors.
Compared to women who abort at an older age, women
who abort as teens are significantly more likely to report
more severe emotional injuries related to their abortions.4
This finding is supported by the fact that women who
aborted as teens participate in disproportionately large
numbers in post-abortion counseling programs.5 In the
WEBA study of post-abortive women, for example, more
than 40 percent of the women had been teenagers at the
time of their abortions.6

The Psychological Risks
Compared to women who have abortions in adulthood,
teens who abort:
• Are two to four times more likely to commit suicide.7
• Are more likely to develop psychological problems.8
• Are more likely to have troubled relationships.9
• Are generally in need of more counseling and guidance regarding abortion.10
• Are nearly three times more likely to be admitted to
mental health hospitals than women in general.11
Studies have shown that the major factors in pregnancy
decision making among teens are the attitude of the teen’s
parents, the baby’s father, and her peers; the personality of
the teen herself; and the cultural and public policy attitudes toward abortion by which she is surrounded.12
Compared to older women, teens are more likely to abort
because of pressure from their parents or sexual partners,13 putting them at higher risk for adverse psychological effects after abortion.
Teens are also more likely to report having wanted to
keep the baby, higher levels of feeling misinformed in preabortion counseling, less satisfaction with abortion services and greater post-abortion stress.14 They consider the

Lifespan News
June 2005; Vol. 34, No. 4
Published eight times a year
President & Editor - Diane Fagelman
Layout/Design - Marge Bradley
Contributors: Paula Ervin, Patricia & Robert Holscher, Diane Trombley
Right to Life - LIFESPAN is a non-profit organization, and is
funded entirely by membership dues, private donations and
fundraisers. Donations are not tax-deductible.
MAIN OFFICE
29200 Vassar, Ste. 545, Livonia, MI 48152-2193
Phone: 248-478-8878 • Fax: 248-478-8854
mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org • www.rtl-lifespan.org
2

abortion procedure itself to be stressful and associated
with feelings of guilt, depression and a sense of isolation.15
Researchers have also found that reports of more severe
pain during abortion among younger women are linked to
greater levels of anxiety and fear prior to the abortion.16
Younger women have a more difficult time adjusting to
their abortions. One study found that teenage aborters
were more likely to report severe nightmares following
abortion and to score higher on scales measuring antisocial traits, paranoia, drug abuse and psychotic delusions
than older aborters. Teens were also more likely to use
immature coping strategies such as projection of their
problems onto others, denial or “acting out” than older
women—strategies researchers speculate might become
permanent.17

Replacement Pregnancies
Another study found that less than one fourth of teens
were able to achieve a healthy psychological adaptive
process after their abortions, and many continued to reenact their trauma through a cycle of repeat pregnancies and
abortions.18 One study found that on average, 59 percent
of teens who had experienced a pregnancy loss—generally due to induced abortion—become pregnant again
within 15 months.19 In another study, 18 percent of teenage
abortion patients had become pregnant again within two
years.20
Repeat pregnancies are a symptom of young women
“acting out” unresolved abortion issues and the desire to
“replace” the lost pregnancy with another child. Unfortunately, “replacement babies” are often aborted because
the woman faces the same pressures as she did the first
time, and sometimes even more. For example, a New York
City study found that teens who had one previous abortion were four times more likely to abort their current
pregnancy than girls experiencing their first pregnancy.21
Another study of teen abortion in Los Angeles found that
38 percent of the teens had undergone an earlier abortion
and 18 percent had undergone two abortions in the same
year.22
Sometimes a teen who has been especially traumatized
will choose abortion as a form of self-punishment or as an
unconscious attempt to resolve her trauma by continually
repeating it. In other cases, she may be hoping to continue
her pregnancy but will feel pressured by her parents or
partner to submit to an abortion as “what is best for
everyone.” In one heart-wrenching example, a teenage
girl reported that she was forced by her mother to abort
four times before she was finally able to insist on keeping
her fifth baby.23

The Physical Risks
Teenage abortion patients are up to twice as likely to
experience cervical lacerations during abortion compared
to older women.24 This increased risk is thought to be due
to the fact that teens have smaller cervixes which are more
difficult to dilate or grasp with instruments.
continued on page 10
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Thank You!
Dear Friends,
My sincere thanks to all of you who read my recent “Butterfly
Effect” letter and responded with kindness.
In order to save these precious funds, I am using this space in our
newsletter to express my deep appreciation for your generosity.
I will make sure your donations are used responsibly to promote
the Right to Life cause and to defray the cost of running our
organization for you.
May God bless you for your continued support of this movement—
it is all a matter of life or death.
Yours in Life,
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LIFE CHAIN
Sunday, October 2, 2005
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

✩ Woodward, from 11 to 12 Mile Rds.—Berkley, Royal Oak
✩ Lapeer Rd., at Indianwood—Lake Orion
✩ M-24 (Main St.) & M-21—Lapeer
✩ Gratiot, from 15 to 16 Mile Rds.—Mt. Clemens
✩ Gratiot, at 6 Mile Rd—Detroit
✩ Intersection at Wayne and Warren Rds.—Westland
✩ Middlebelt, from Jamison (2 blks. south of 5 Mile Rd.) to 6 Mile Rd.—Livonia
✩ Michigan Ave. & Grand River to Fowler—Howell
✩ Grand River, from Ann to East—downtown Fowlerville
✩ Grand River & Main to Hacker—Brighton
✩ M-36 & Dexter/Pinckney Rds.—Pinckney
✩ 6538 Rawsonville Rd., (1-1/2 miles south of I-94)—Belleville
✩ Pontiac Trail, btwn Maple & Walled Lake Dr.—Walled Lake
✩ 620 General Motors Rd., btwn S. Milford Rd. & Main St.—Milford

Thousands of participants will stand in the 16th annual LIFE CHAIN in witness to their commitment to love and protect the unborn
and their mothers. LIFE CHAIN challenges the community to be aware and to care. The signs we hold deliver the messages that
Abortion Kills Children, Adoption is the Loving Option, Abortion Hurts Women, Pray to End Abortion and Life, the First
Inalienable Right. Will YOU stand with us on October 2? Gather your family, friends, neighbors and fellow church members to
join LIFE CHAIN. Call 248-478-8878.
Sponsored by Right to Life - LIFESPAN

and
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®

LIFESPAN NEWS/June 2005

3

Mother of the Year 2005
continued from front page

on the line to dry. I can see her sitting at her sewing machine
whipping up one more prom dress, costume for a play, first
communion outfit or simply mending torn play clothes that
needed to last just a little bit longer. I can see her standing at the
kitchen counter lining up the slices of bread to make the many
sandwiches for the next day’s lunches. And I can see her
kneeling at the end of each day, saying her prayers next to my
father at the side of their bed, in a house that was quiet at last.
Prayer was a big part of our family life. In addition to
attending Sunday Mass as a family, we also prayed the rosary,
morning and evening offerings, grace before meals and “made
a joyful noise unto the Lord” with lots and lots of singing. Mom
plays the piano, the accordian and the violin and loved to
accompany our singing as well as adding a vocal harmony line.
We sang while we did the dishes, while we did our chores, while
going for rides in the car and often just for entertainment. It was
free! My mom and dad used to sing really loud when the Good
Humor Ice Cream truck went by to drown out the bells so that we
would not all start clamoring for ice cream. As a result of her love
of music, my mother instilled a great music appreciation in all of
her children, many of whom are still using these musical talents
today.
We loved to volunteer our mother for things. She was always
the one driving on field trips, chaperoning the dances and baking
things for the bake sales. She was once “volunteered” to be the
Girl Scout Cookie Chairman, resulting in our already crowded
house having to make room for cases and cases of cookies. We
definitely ran up the cookie bills in those years. Another time I
“volunteered” her to make 20 Mercyaire outfits for the show
choir at Mercy High School, which she continued to do for many
years after I graduated. “My Mom will do it!” was a comment she
heard frequently upon our return home from school. She did all
things, large and small, with great love, taking all in stride and
completing each task to the best of her ability.
My mom did not have time to worry about whether or not she
was “fulfilled,” in need of a “make-over” or should attend an
exercise class. Running up and down the stairs, cooking, cleaning and chasing after toddlers were her “work-outs.” Preparing
each child to receive the sacraments, teaching them their prayers,
their ABCs, their multiplication tables and watching each one
graduate from grade school, high school, college and beyond
was her fulfillment. My mom was, and still is, always nurturing
someone, advising someone and praying for someone. “Mom,
pray for me…I have a test, an interview, an audition.” “Mom,
please pray for me…I’m in trouble, feeling low, need some
guidance.” Her family has grown by 30 grandchildren and 24
great-grandchildren, and the needs and prayer requests continue
to grow as well.
In addition to taking care of her own family, mom also
crochets hats for “preemies” in hospitals, lap blankets for the
elderly, scarves and hats for the homeless and baby blankets for
the soon-to-be-born. She has washed linens for the church, made
and repaired curtains for the parish, mended clothes for the staff,
sent meals to families who have lost a loved one and always
seems to be willing to lend a helping hand to those in need.
4

Mom has led a selfless life, giving not only to her family, but
also to many other people who enjoy calling her “mom.” Her
door is always open to anyone who needs a hot drink, a homecooked meal or an ear to listen. Mom knows that every life is a
gift and well worth the investment of time, energy and love
required. She made tremendous sacrifices to bring each of her
children into the world but has been rewarded with the joy of
watching her grandchildren bring their children into the world.
You have created quite a legacy, mom, a legacy of love, and no
one is more deserving to be called “Mother of the Year” than
you: Margaret Rose Kolinski.
—Patty Ward

Margaret Rose Kolinski and her children

L

ifespan would like to thank the judges who had the very
difficult task of selecting our Mother of the Year 2005
from among all the worthy nominations we received:
Margaret Adelaide Caleal was Lifespan’s Mother of the Year
2004. Margaret and her husband, Richard, live in Farmington Hills
enjoying their family, especially their three children and grandchildren. Margaret is an active homemaker and loves working in her rose
garden. As a member of St. Fabian Church, she enjoys making baby bibs
for baptisms, embroidering a little white cross on each bib. Margaret,
at age 85, continues to live the pro-life message.
Freida Dean and her husband, Bob, have been married 55 years
and are members of Our Lady of Loretto Church. They have six
children, 12 grandchildren and one great-grandson. Freida is a regular
volunteer at the Wayne West/Downriver Chapter of Lifespan; in her
spare time, she enjoys quilting.
Mary Lou Geist has been married to Paul for 45 years. They have
six children (two adopted) and ten grandchildren. They have also
foster-parented six infants. Mary Lou worked as a school secretary for
25 years in the Grosse Pointe public school system until she retired in
1999. She currently serves on the board of Helpers of God’s Precious
Infants of Michigan and is a sidewalk counselor at two abortion mills in
Detroit where God’s grace has allowed over 2,000 babies to be spared
abortion.
Amy Sussman is a poet, cook, chauffeur, teacher, housekeeper,
professional shopper, domestic engineer, seamstress, gardener, storyteller and fixer of boo-boos. She has been “just a mom” for seventeen
years. She is the devoted wife of Jon and the happy mother of Anna, Ben
and Kolbe. She and her family live in Brighton.
Jean Wolf is the tenth child of thirteen and loved her childhood!
Jean graduated from Kettering Institute with a mechanical engineering
degree. Her true vocation as a stay-at-home mom began with the birth
of her third daughter, Carlie. She now homeschools her seven girls,
Annie, Megan, Carlie, Melissa, Hallie, Mary and Elizabeth, with her
husband, Greg, in Rochester Hills.

Mark your calendar for next year’s
Mother’s Day Dinner!—May 9, 2006
LIFESPAN NEWS/June 2005

Legislative update
Do Not Fund Research
Requiring the Killing of
Human Embryos
Before Memorial Day, the U.S. House
of Representatives may vote on a bill
authorizing use of federal funds to
encourage the destruction of live human embryos for stem cell research.
President Bush’s policy limits federal funding of embryonic stem cell
Addresses
research to cells obtained from embryos as of August 9, 2001. The Stem
Cell Research Enhancement Act, inPresident
troduced by Reps. Michael Castle (RPresident George W. Bush
DE) and Diane DeGette (D-CO),
The White House
would rescind this policy so that new
Washington, DC 20500
embryos, initially created for reproOpinion Line 202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5
Fax Number: 202-456-2461
duction, can be killed for their stem
e-mail: President@whitehouse.gov
cells if their parents give consent.
Destroying human embryos to obDear Mr. President:
tain stem cells is both immoral and
unnecessary. Stem cells from adult
U.S. Senators
The Honorable (Carl Levin, Debbie Stabenow) tissues, umbilical cord blood, and
United States Senate
other morally acceptable sources are
Washington, DC 20510
far outdistancing embryonic stem cells
202-224-3121
in producing cures. See: www.
Dear Senator (last name):
stemcellresearch.org.
Supporters of H.R. 810 are waging
U.S. Representatives
a skillful and well-funded campaign
The Honorable (first and last name)
to secure the bill’s passage. In the
House of Representatives
short time before the vote, it is exWashington, DC 20515
tremely important that Representa202-224-3121
tives with pro-life and mixed voting
Dear Congressman or Congresswoman
records be urged to vote against H.R.
(last name):
810. The bill has 198 cosponsors (two
of whom are non-voting delegates).
Governor
The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
Please check this list to determine if
P.O. Box 30013
your Representative is a cosponsor:
Lansing, MI 48909
thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/
517-373-3400
z?d109:HR00810:@@@P.
Opinion Line: 517-335-7858
For current resources online see:
e-mail: migov@aol.com
www.usccb.org/prolife/issues/
Dear Governor Granholm:
bioethic/stemcell/index.htm
andwww.stemcellresearch.org. On
Michigan State Senator
the
latter web site, note the “New
The Honorable (full name)
Resources”
section (far right column
P.O. Box 30036
of
home
page),
which includes an exLansing, MI 48909
cellent letter sent by 57 scientists to
517-373-1837
Senator John Kerry last fall and new
Dear Senator (last name):
one-page fact sheets refuting current
arguments.
Michigan State Representative
The Honorable (full name)
ACTION: Please contact your RepP.O. Box 30014
resentative by FAX letter, e-mail, and
Lansing, MI 48909
phone. Activate phone trees. Call the
517-373-1837
U. S. Capitol switchboard at 202-2243121, or call your Representative’s
Dear Representative (last name):
local office. For access to full contact
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information, see: nchla.org/
contcong. asp, where you can directly
link to Representatives’ e-mail and
to their web sites with addresses,
phone numbers and the like.
MESSAGE: “Please vote ‘no’ on
H.R. 810. Destroying human embryos
for research purposes is immoral and
unnecessary. Please support adult
stem cell research.”
WHEN: H.R. 810 may be debated
on the House floor before Memorial
Day. Please act now!
—National Committee for a
Human Life Amendment, May 13, 2005

Child Interstate Abortion
Notification Act (CIANA)
On April 27th the U.S. House of Representatives passed legislation requiring parental notification for interstate
abortions involving minors by a margin of 270-157. The bill (HR 748
CIANA) was sponsored by Congresswoman Ilena Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and
would make it a federal offense to
transport a minor (age 17 or under)
across state lines for an abortion if this
is done to evade a state parental involvement law, unless a state court
has issued a waiver.
In a statement released before the
House debate on the vote, the White
House said, “The Administration
strongly supports House passage of
H.R. 748, which would protect the
health and safety of minors by ensuring that valid and constitutional State
parental involvement laws are not circumvented. This bill is consistent with
the Administration’s view that parents’ efforts be involved in their
children’s lives should be protected
and the widespread belief among authorities in the field that the parents of
pregnant minors are best suited to
provide them with counsel, guidance
and support.”
The measure is awaiting debate and
vote in the Senate where it has been
blocked on procedural grounds.
All Michigan legislators voted for
the measure except Sander Levin,
Carolyn Kilpatrick, John Conyers and
John Dingell. While Dave Camp supported the measure he did not vote for
final passage.
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Mother’s Day Dinner a great success
What a fantastic time we had at our annual
Mother’s Day Dinner. The food, decorations,
speakers and fellowship were simply divine.
We never see all the work that was done
behind the scenes but we know someone had
to do it. God bless Oakland/Macomb Chapter, Educational Center for Life and, of course,
our awesome Marge Bradley for the terrific
Resource Book. Make sure you bring your
mom and friends next year.

Bouquets of thanks
Our annual Mother’s Day Rose Sale was a
great success. We wish to extend our sincere
thanks and profound gratitude to all our Detroit church representatives and their helpers.
You worked on Mother’s Day on behalf of all

livingston
P. O. Box 1532, Brighton, MI 48116-9998
Phone 810-220-LIFE (5433)
Judy Zabik, Director
Jane Thierfeldt, Co-Director

New co-director welcomed

the future mothers who will hear our message and decide
to give their child life. For those who bought a flower, your
continuing support will help us keep the Detroit Lifespan
office open so that we can educate a city that desperately
needs to hear the truth about abortion and all LIFE issues.

Father’s Day reflection
Occasionally, I get a call from a father who desperately
wants the woman he loves to carry their baby to term and
not abort the innocent child they have created. Because of
the law, he has very little say in the matter. We cry
together, and I offer a prayer that his child will be spared
and that the mother will change her mind. Let us pray for
all the fathers who will never get a chance to play ball with
their sons or sing songs to their daughters because of
abortion. And let us hug or own fathers and thank them for
playing ball with us and singing songs to us because they
decided to give us life.

Garage sales
Summer is a time for garage sales. Are you up to your neck
in clutter after spring cleaning? Why not get rid of your
junk and turn it into someone else’s treasure and at the
same time help save lives by donating your proceeds to
Lifespan. Remember to think of the little ones while you
are “garage saling.” Pick up a few gently-used baby items,
and donate them to a local pregnancy help center.

Flower Sale
The Mother’s Day Flower Sale was a sell-out again this
year. The multi-colored silk roses were extremely well
received by everyone buying them for Mom on her day.
This is always a beautiful way to remember someone very
special in our lives. There was a great demand for the
flowers, and we will have even more next year! Thanks to
everyone who helped us with this fine project.

Jane Theirfeldt, of Howell, has accepted the
job as our new co-director. Jane is a fired up
pro -life go-getter who is a welcome addition
to the board. She is an accomplished musician
as well as an insurance agent with years of
experience in getting the job done. Welcome
aboard, Jane!

Father’s Day Lollipops

Mother’s Day Dinner

Fowlerville Fair

The Mother’s Day Dinner on May 3rd at the
San Marino Club in Troy was a great success.
Rev. Keith Butler, pastor of Word of Faith
International Christian Center, in Southfield,
was the master of ceremonies, and he did a
magnificent job. Mr. Dick Thompson, of the
Thomas More Law Center, in Ann Arbor, was
the featured guest speaker; he received several standing ovations. Don’t miss next year’s
Dinner and exciting Auction.

We will again have a Lifespan booth set up at the Fair in
Fowlerville, July 9-16. This is an extremely good opportunity to get the pro-life message out to our youth. We
generated a lot of interest last year with hundreds of
people stopping by to visit our booth for information and
to get a free pro-life balloon. This is a great way for families
to get the pro-life view out to the general public. Contact
our office to sign up and volunteer to work during a
specific time slot.

We don’t want to forget Dad, so on his special day in June
we will have Lifesaver Lollipops available at area churches.
We do so enjoy seeing the faces of the kids as they give Dad
a Lifesaver Lollipop! Contact your church’s Lifespan representative or, call our office to place your orders.

Pray to Stop Abortion!
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oakland/macomb
1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-1546 • Fax 248-816-9066
e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: M, T, Th, F 8-4; W 9-3
Irene Tharp, Director; Diane Trombley, Ofc. Mgr.
Lynn Gura, Ofc. Staff

Mother’s Day marvels
This year’s Mother’s Day Dinner was marked by a wonderful addition. That addition was the large number of
young people who helped out. These teens did, literally,
whatever was asked of them from helping folks into San
Marino, to carrying balloons, to delivering auction receipts, to assisting Diane Fagleman, to bringing a large
smile to the faces of those they were helping. We absolutely could not have done it without them, and we just
hope they know how much we appreciated their help.

so if you would like to help by staffing a table at one of the
fairs, please call the office and let us know. The only
requirements are a friendly smile and three hours of free
time. The benefits include the knowledge that you are
helping to spread the pro-life message and getting to eat
corn dogs and elephant ears! Give us a call.

Pro-life youth possibilites
Elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter you will find
details on Youth Game Night being held on August 13th.
Last year’s evening was so much fun we decided to do it
again this year and got a lot of input from those who
participated last year. We are including a spelling bee this
year (don’t think old-fashioned—‘cause it’s not!) so put
your thinking caps on and plan to attend. Great prizes,
good food and lots of fun are planned for everyone.

Time to think
Most people walk in and out of your life, but only FRIENDS
leave footprints on your heart.

Fair fun
Believe it or not, it is time to start thinking of summer fairs.
Our chapter needs volunteers for three fairs—the 4-H Fair,
the State Fair and Troy Daze. All shifts are open right now,

Happy Father’s Day!!

wayne west/downriver
27592 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150-2203
Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116
e-mail: wwdr@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: M-Th 10-4; F Closed
Patricia Holscher, Director; Laurie Masiarak, Ofc. Mgr.

Thank you
It was a beautiful sunny day, and love and laughter filled
the air as children (with the help of their dads) intently
selected a special color Lifespan rose for their moms on
Mother’s Day. Pastors praised motherhood and talked
about babies, born and unborn. We thank pastors, church
reps, volunteers who helped to tag and distribute thousands of flowers and donors for their time and donations,
all of which contributed to the success of our Mother’s Day
Tribute to Mothers.

Goodies galore
St. Thomas a’Becket Church in Canton, will be hosting a
Father’s Day Bake Sale on June 18 and 19. Lifespan bakers
from the Plymouth/Canton area are especially invited to
participate. Baked goods may be left at the church or at the
Lifespan office in Livonia. All proceeds go towards
Lifespan’s educational projects.

Bowling for Life ★ Bowl 3 games free…
See page 12. For further information call 734-422-6230.
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Memorial for the unborn
The Knights of Columbus have erected thousands of
memorials across the nation to touch the hearts of the
American people by making them aware of the tragedy of
abortion. The newest one in the Wayne West/Downriver
area is on the grounds of St. Mary Church in Wayne. This
lovely rock monument depicting Mary holding Baby Jesus
is inscribed “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you
and before you were born, I consecrated you,” Jeremiah
1:5. Lower on the monument, it reads, “Remember in your
prayers the sanctity of human life in all its forms,” and on
the foundation that holds the stone, it reads, “Gift from
Knights of Columbus Notre Dame Council #3021.” May
God bless everyone who had a part in this pro-life project.
If any of Lifespan’s members are interested in having a
memorial for their church, call Lifespan for further details.
We have a book illustrating hundreds of K of C memorials
and nomuments for the unborn which we loan out.
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ProLife Student Art Contest

T

hree teens won savings bonds in Lifespan’s first
Student Art Contest. The theme of this year’s contest
was “A Pro-Life Celebration.” A first-place prize of
a $1,000 savings bond has been won by Meghan
Smerecki, 14, of Detroit, a freshman, at Regina High School.
Meghan is the daughter of Kristin Henninger. The second-place
prize of a $400 savings bond has been won by Lacey Malcomson,
15, of Flat Rock, a sophomore who is homeschooled. Lacy’s
parents are Kirk and Carla Malcomson. The third-place winner
of a $200 bond has been won by Esther Kim, 18, of Troy, a
senior at Athens High School. Esther’s parents are Dan and
Shuang Kim. The savings bonds were awarded at the Mother’s
Day Dinner, in Troy, on May 3. Meghan’s first-place artwork
was reproduced on the cover of Lifespan’s Resource Book
2005. The winning entries are reproduced on the following
page.
We want to thank the judges who had a difficult job choosing
the winners from so many excellent entries:
Carolyn Brenner is a mother of two and a secretary/
bookkeeper for a small Catholic school in Livingston County.
She has a seven-year-old son and a very artistic six-year-old
daughter. Their artwork is displayed all around her, including
her office, bedroom, kitchen and every other surface of their
home. There are even some freehand drawings on the walls!
Since beauty is in the eye of the beholder, she was amazed at the
variety of unique ideas and media the students used to convey
their pro-life images and thought every one was impressive.

Anne Fracassa is a Detroit resident whose drawings and
paintings of the urban environment reflect her love of Detroit
and its rich history. She earned a Master of Fine Arts degree
from Wayne State University in 1997 and has taught classes in
drawing and painting in the metropolitan area. Her studio is in
the Pioneer Building, a converted factory located in Detroit’s
New Center area. Anne’s paintings are frequently exhibited in
area galleries. She is a member of St. Raymond Parish in Detroit
and has been a parish representative for the Detroit Chapter of
Right to Life - LIFESPAN for more than 25 years.
Elizabeth Rashid is a teacher in the Archdiocese of Detroit.
She has a Master of Science in Education degree from Wayne
State University and a Bachelor’s degree in Biology and English. She is a member of many organizations, including Bread
for the World, Pax Christi, Women in Black, the Oak Ridge
Environmental Peace Alliance, Friends of the Rouge, Steppin
Out (AIDS Awareness and Walk), Michigan Science Teachers
Association, Metropolitan Detroit Science Teachers Association and Appalachia-Science in the Public Interest.
Sue Stevens colors herself “grateful” to be the wife of
Raymond, mother of five and grandmother of three. She
graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Wayne
State University, and teaching certification for K-12 from
Wayne State’s College of Education. She was employed
with General Mothers Photographic for six years. Sue
believes that Art is the making of beauty, the serving of
humanity, the worship of God.

Meghan Smerecki
First-Place Art Contest Winner
Lacey Malcomson
Second-Place Art Contest Winner
Esther Kim
Third-Place Art Contest Winner
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New Life
by Esther Kim, Third Place Winner

A Pro-Life Celebration
by Meghan Smerecki, First Place Winner

T

Hand in Hand
by Lacey Malcomson, Second Place Winner

LIFESPAN NEWS/June 2005

his piece of artwork has special significance to
me. It was drawn from a photo, taken the
morning my son was born, of his hand in his
father’s. What makes this so significant, is that I
considered aborting this child.
I grew up in a Christian home, but at the age of 33,
found myself an unwed mother-to-be. I considered
abortion only because of the tremendous pressure from
the Christian community. For some reason, pregnancy
outside of marriage, seemed to be the unpardonable sin.
Once we made the decision to continue the pregnancy
and marry, my pastor refused to marry us, no doubt
concerned of appearing to condone our mistake.
Well, we married, and this beautiful baby boy was
given to us. I never knew what a treasure he would be.
I looked into his face, and for the first time, glimpsed
what my Father God felt for me. This boy has been my
greatest blessing in life. Life without him would be
unimaginable. He daily hugs me, tells me he loves me,
and continues to bless me with his loving spirit. He is
17 now, and I have since been given five more blessings, all girls. To think that, with one right decision
(the right to life decision), my life became one of
triumph and blessing, is something that I daily thank
God for.
This drawing, done by my second-born, would never
have been, if I had not chosen life. —Carla Malcomson
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Detrimental Effects of Adolescent Abortion
continued from page 2

Teens are also at higher risk for post-abortion infections
such as pelvic inflammatory disease (PID) and endometritis (inflamation of the uterus), which may be caused either
by the spread of an unrecognized sexually transmitted
disease into the uterus during the abortion, or by microorganisms on the surgical instruments which are inserted
into the uterus.25 Researchers believe that teens may be
more susceptible to infections because their bodies are not
yet fully developed and do not produce pathogens that are
found in the cervical mucus of older women and which
can protect them from infection.26
Other studies have shown that young women who have
had PID previously or who have not had a previous fullterm birth are more vulnerable to post-abortion infections.27 In addition, because teens are less likely than
adults to take prescribed antibiotics or follow other regimens for the treatment of medical problems such as infection, they are at greater risk for infertility, hysterectomy,
ectopic pregnancy and other serious complications.28
Because teens are more likely to abort their first pregnancy, they face other risks as well.29 For instance, research
has shown that an early full term birth can reduce a
woman’s risk of breast cancer, but that induced abortion of
a first pregnancy carries a 30 to 50 percent increased risk of
breast cancer.30 In addition, aborting teens lose the protective effect of having a full-term pregnancy at a younger
age, which reduces breast cancer risk.

Complications of Late-Term Abortions
The Centers for Disease Control has reported that 30
percent of teenage abortions occur at or after 13 weeks
gestation, compared to only 12 percent of abortions overall.31 The high rate of late-term abortions among teens is a
symptom of how they feel trapped into abortions that they
cannot evade.
Women who undergo late-term abortions often delay
having the abortion precisely because (1) they have mixed
feelings about the decision or feel less satisfied with it, (2)
they have religious or moral objections to abortion, or (3)
they have a more favorable attitude toward the unborn
baby than women who have abortions in the first trimester.32 Greater ambivalence about abortion increases the
likelihood that women will resist advice and pressure
from others to abort for a longer period of time, hoping
with each passing week that more support for keeping the
baby will materialize.
In this regard, polls have consistently found that more
teens have pro-life or anti-abortion attitudes than do older
women, which may help to explain the much higher lateterm abortion rate among teens. No doubt another factor
is that teens are more likely to conceal their pregnancies,
either out of shame or in an effort to avoid being pressured
into an unwanted abortion. After all, many teens know
well in advance that their parents or boyfriends will
support only one choice: abortion. But teens who conceal
10

their pregnancies are never truly safe from the pressure to
abort. Since abortion is legal during all nine months of
pregnancy, it’s never too late for parents or others to begin
pressuring a girl into an abortion once her pregnancy is
discovered or revealed.
Late-term abortions, and all of the factors related to
ambivalence—such as delay, concealment of the pregnancy, and feeling pressured to abort—are significantly
associated with more severe emotional and psychological
problems after abortion.33 Teens who abort in the second
and third trimester also face a greater risk of physical
complications, including higher rates of endometritis,34
intrauterine adhesions, PID, cervical incompetence, subsequent miscarriages and ectopic pregnancies, rupture of
the uterus and death.35 In addition, dilation and extraction
abortions, frequently used in the second trimester, are
associated with low birth weight in later pregnancies,36
which can cause various health and developmental problems for the baby, including cerebral palsy.37

Conclusion
The pro-abortion Alan Guttmacher Institute estimates
that approximately 40 percent of teenage abortions take
place without parental involvement.38 As a result, these
teens’ parents have no advance warning about the physical or emotional complications their children may experience. When the abortion causes subsequent emotional
reactions that are not understood—such as depression,
anger, and substance abuse—parents may react with anger and confusion, exacerbating the problems of the teen
and her family.
The cost of such concealment can be dreadfully high.
Both 16-year-old Erica Richardson of Maryland and 13year-old Dawn Ravanell of New York died from complications after they had abortions without telling their parents.39 Sandra Kaiser, a 14-year-old St. Louis girl with a
history of psychiatric problems, committed suicide three
weeks after her half-sister took her for an abortion without
telling Sandra’s mother.40
Sadly, abortion advocates have continued to fight laws
that could help prevent tragedies like these. Most recently,
the pro-abortion lobby has vigorously opposed attempts
in Congress to pass legislation that would make it a federal
offense for anyone to evade a state’s parental notice laws
by taking a teen for an abortion in another state that does
not have such laws. This legislation wouldn’t prevent all
teen abortions, but at least it would protect the rights of
parents and their daughters.
As shown in this brief literature review, numerous
studies have found that, compared to older women,
younger women—especially adolescents—are at significantly higher risk of physical and psychological complications following abortion. But this information is not generally known by the public, and certainly not by the
parents who pressure their daughters into abortions.
In many of these cases, the parents truly believe they are
helping to protect their daughter’s future. They have no
idea that they are subjecting her to a physical and psychoLIFESPAN NEWS/June 2005

logical trauma that will forever scar her life. Nor will the
abortion clinics, who have a vested interest in keeping the
dangers of abortion secret, explain the full range of risks to
teenagers, their parents, or—in the case of judicial bypass—the judges who stand in the place of the parents.
Abortion is fraught with dangers and risks, especially
for younger women who are at greater risk of suffering
both physical and psychological complications. The deceptive business practices of abortion clinics—which conceal these risks from these teenaged girls, their parents,
and even judges—are nothing less than criminal.
—Originally printed in The Post-Abortion Review,
Vol. 9, Number 1, January-March 2001
Elliot Institute, PO Box 7348, Springfield, IL 62791-7348
Additional material is posted at www.afterabortion.org
Copyright 2001, Elliot Institute
Reprinted with permission
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Educational Center

for Life

The Educational Center for Life would like to thank all the
donors and winners for the great success of the 2005 Silent
Auction. Every year the items are different, and this year
we had more artwork and trips. The funds raised allow us
to assist Right to Life - LIFESPAN in a very successful
fundraising Dinner.
A very special thank you to Marilyn, Linda, Mary Beth,
Margaret and Lifespan board members for their leadership and a job well done. We look forward to next year
with everyone’s support. Keep us in mind as you shop this
summer!

Educational Center for Life
1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-8489 • Fax 248-816-9066
info@edcenterforlife.org; www.edcenterforlife.org
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23rd ANNUAL “BOWLING FOR LIFE”
SPONSORED BY

RIGHT TO LIFE - LIFESPAN
Sunday, July 24, 2005
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
WOODLAND LANES
33775 Plymouth Road, Livonia

BOWL 3 GAMES FREE!
PRIZES!!!!
GRAND PRIZES FOR MOST MONEY COLLECTED
1st Prize ......... $200 Savings Bond
2nd Prize ........ $100 Savings Bond
3rd Prize .......... $75 Savings Bond
4th Prize ........... $50 Savings Bond

ADDITIONAL PRIZES FOR HIGH SCORES WITH HANDICAPS
High Game for Men 14 years and older ....................................... $100 Savings Bond
High Game for Women 14 years and older .................................. $100 Savings Bond
High Game for Children 7 - 13 years old ..................................... $100 Savings Bond
High Series for Men or Women 14 years and older ..................... $100 Savings Bond
High Series for Children 7 -13 years ............................................ $100 Savings Bond

CHILDREN’S BUMPER BOWL…ELIGIBLE FOR GRAND PRIZES
All bowlers receive a free gift certificate
Bowlers with $50 in pledges receive gold-plated pro-life jewelry
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR PRIZES, AT LEAST $50 MUST BE IN THE LIFESPAN OFFICE,
27592 SCHOOLCRAFT, LIVONIA, MI 48150, BY MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2005
For sponsor pledge sheets or information
call Lifespan 734 422-6230
12
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What’s Up With the Youth?
Dear Young People, Parents of Youth, Youth Group
Leaders, College Students and Young Adults…
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL HIGH
SCHOOL AND COLLEGE GRADUATES!
HURRAY TO THE WINNERS OF
LIFESPAN’S STUDENT ART CONTEST!!
1st Place winner of a $1,000 savings bond:
Meghan Smerecki, a freshman at
Regina High School, 2nd Place winner
of a $400 savings bond: Lacey
Malcomson, a homeschooled
sophmore and 3rd Place winner of a
$200 savings bond: Esther Kim, a senior at Troy Athens High School.
I want to be sure to recognize our young volunteers
who helped out at the Mother’s Day Dinner on Tuesday,
May 3rd. They were: Ken and Scarlette Pietro, Luke, Alex,
and Ed Bueche, Noel Slepski, Mary and Aaron Coates,
Veronica Rybicki, Bryan Khami, Steve Johnson, David
Channell, Krissy and Catherine Knauss, and Dan Miller.
Thanks for doing such a great job all of you!!!
The summer office hours for the Oakland/Macomb
Chapter will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 912 noon and Tuesday and Thursday from 8-3:00 p.m. This
new schedule is effective June 1st till after Labor Day.
At this time, we have five young ladies and two young
men signed up for the Youth Night on August 13th. I

know that there are many more of you who expressed a
strong interest in signing up for the pro-life Jeopardy
Games and the Spelling Bee Contests. We can have up to
48 participants for the Jeopardy Games and 40 participants for the Spelling Bee Contests. Please call me at 248816-1546 to get more information and a registration form
mailed to you. The deadline for registrations is July 13th.
This pro-life Youth Night is open to all young people from
age 12-18 years old in the Metro Detroit area.
Oakland and Macomb County volunteers will be needed
for our Educational Booths at the summer fairs (4-H Fair
in Davisburg from July 26th-July 31st, State Fair from August 17th-21st and the Troy Daze Fair from September 15th
–September 18th). You need to have an adult with you if
you are not 18 years old. If you are interested in learning
more about how you can help, call me at 248-816-1546.
Until next time…take care, enjoy the month of June,
and, please be sure to keep up your good work, and
maintain the great courage and excellent determination
you have demonstrated as you defend INNOCENT HUMAN LIFE within your families, neighborhoods, and
communities!
—Lynn Gura, Representative Coordinator
Lifespan, Oakland/Macomb Chapter

PS: A Pro-Life Youth Conference, “Live the Legacy—of
John Paul II” is being held on Saturday, June 18, 1:00-6:45
p.m., with a concert following at 7:00 p.m., at Brother Rice
High School, in Birmingham. A fee of $15 includes t-shirt,
concert, dinner; or $10 for concert only. For registration
information, call Jeff at 248-930-0785.

ProLife Youth Jeopardy Game & Spelling Bee
ATTENTION: Young People, ages 12-18 years old

JOIN US! BE A CONTESTANT!!
Saturday, August 13 • 6-10 p.m.
Auburn Hills Christian Center • 2592 East Walton Blvd.
(east of Opdyke, north of Squirrel)
The Pro-Life Youth Jeopardy Game will be back again this summer and will be even better than last
year!!! We have also added a Pro-Life Spelling Bee Contest to the evening!!!
All contestants must mail their registration form and entrance fee in by July 13. Please specify if you
want to participate in the Jeopardy Game or the Spelling Bee.
The entrance fee for Contestants is $10.00, and should be sent in with your registration form. All others
who attend as part of the audience will pay $5.00 each. Children 5 years old and under are free.
Pizza, pop, munchies, desserts and beverages will be provided. Door prizes will be given to all contestants, and special prizes will be given to all winners of the Jeopardy Games and Spelling Bee Contests.
All contestants will be given study materials ahead of time so they can come prepared!! Call us at 248816-1546 to receive a registration form and to get further details about the evening!!!
Sponsored by Right to Life-LIFESPAN Oakland/Macomb Chapter
In cooperation with the Educational Center for Life
LIFESPAN NEWS/June 2005
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Dear Friends,
It’s Monday morning, and the
Wee Care
phone hasn’t stopped ringing!
One mom has three children
and was going to give her fourth
child up for adoption—until she
held her in her arms.
Another mom gave birth to twin boys the same week
that she was evicted from her apartment.
A teenager needs everything—baby clothes, formula,
diapers, a place to stay and especially love—her family has
disowned her.
A young lady very reluctantly asked for help. Her
baby’s due date is the same day that she is to graduate from
college. She is determined to provide for this child by
herself—but needs just a little help until she can get back
to work.
The stories go on and on—the one constant is that they
all involve a precious baby, who like every other child
needs to be provided for and to be loved.
Because of your wonderful gifts, Wee Care can help
provide for these little ones, and with each package, we
can let their moms know how much you love them both,
and that means more to them than words can express.
Thank you!!!!!
P.S. And now a word for our dads—our first heroes!
Thank you for giving us life, for providing for us and for
loving us! May all great-grandfathers, grandpas, daddies,
new dads and fathers-to-be have a wonderful Father’s
Day surrounded by your loved ones both big and small!
Karen Patrosso, Director 248-478-8884
Wee Care, A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN

From the President’s Desk
Dear Friends,
My sincere thanks to all who made our Mother’s Day
Dinner such a great success. To the committee—Well
Done! Thanks to one and all!
Dinner Committee: Irene Tharp, Diane Trombley, Lynn
Gura, Pat and Bob Holscher; Kay Browne and her hostesses, Brigette and Scarlette Pietro, Katie Barron, Gerald
Scott, Joan Barrett and all the youth volunteers.
Resource Book: Marge Bradley, Diane Trombley, Lynn
Gura, Christine Calleja and Sr. Theresa McCall.
Auction Committee: Phyllis Sullivan, Judy Ward, Mary
Beth and Doug Ritter, Linda Seng, Marilyn Schepansky,
Margaret Joyce, Christine Khami, Leah Deahl, Maureen
McClorey, Danya Tyner and all the youth volunteers.
Special Acknowledgements: Viviano’s for their beautiful flower arrangements; Karen Hejka for the wonderful
chocolate candies; San Marino Club for the delicious food
and beautiful accommodations.
To the many others who worked behind the scenes—
our grateful appreciation and best wishes. We may not
know all of your names, but God does, and He will
remember your work. May God bless you for all your
sacrifices.

COLLEGE LIFEsavers
Do you have a son, daughter, niece or nephew, grandchild, sister,
brother or friend going off to college in August or September?
When he or she gets to their dorm, it is likely that they will find a
“gift” box on the bed or the desk. These boxes frequently contain
a candy bar, a toothbrush, a phone number from the local pizza delivery store and other such goodies. Unfortunately,
more and more often they also contain the telephone number to the local Planned Parenthood clinic, and sometimes,
birth control devices printed with a message to “be careful.”
We, at Lifespan, would like to give your students a real gift package when they begin their college adventure. We
would like to send a gift package that could turn out to be a real “gift of life” for some of our students.
If you provide Lifespan, Oakland/Macomb Chapter 248-816-1546, with the name and college address of your
favorite student and $10.00 for shipping, we will send him or her a Lifeline Gift Pack which will include:
★ A pro-life T-shirt
★ A pen with the notation “My Dad Loves ME”
★ A flexible 12-inch ruler that shows the accurate development of a baby in the inch increments
★ A button bearing the slogan, “Abortion is Mean”
★ A “Tiny Feet” lapel pin
★ A wall poster and bookmark, each of which shows a baby’s hand
being held safely by an adult’s hand and the words, “Take my hand, not my life.”
★ Educational materials, newsletter
★ Pro-Life silicon bracelet
★ And last, but not least, a roll of Lifesaver candies—a reminder that life is sweet and to be savored
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Donations have been made—

In loving memory of:
Kathryn Morin
Given by: Gianfermi Family

Carl Cook
Given by: Bob and Judy Zabik
Bill and Linda Seng
Paul Shapiro
James and Patricia Schultz
Ed and Eleanor Getner
Joseph and Margaret Gerber
James and Mary Kurz
Charlotte Walsh

John Hutira
Given by: Frank and Vivian Hutira

Edward Mandziara
Given by: Frank and Vivian Hutira

Don Heinonen

Donations may be made in memory of loved ones who
have died; a memorial card will be sent by Lifespan in your
name to the family of the deceased. Donations may also be
made to honor someone special, and near and dear to you,
for a particular occasion, or just because…
You can live on after death by helping those whose lives
are threatened by abortion, euthanasia or infanticide. A
bequest in your will to Right to Life - LIFESPAN will be
used to save the lives of many through our efforts. Send
donations to your local Lifespan office.

Crisis hotline numbers
If you, or someone you know, is experiencing a crisis
pregnancy, help is available. Call your Lifespan office, pp.
6-7. Bethany Christian Services also has a 24-hour hotline
number 800-BETHANY. Sheltering homes are available
to women in crisis pregnancies, call Abigayle Ministries
586-326-0459 or Casa Vitae 248-559-5407. For post-abortion counseling, call Project Rachel 888-722-4355. For those
with life-limiting illnesses, call Angela Hospice 734-4647810; Cranbrook Hospice 248-334-6700, or Hospice of
Michigan 888-HOM-5656. Project Life, Archdiocese of
Detroit, offers pastoral guidance to persons considering
abortion or assisted suicide; for this counseling assistance,
call 800-281-2102.

Given by: Diane Fagelman
Karen Patrosso
Marge Bradley

Calendar of Events

Judy Iskra
Liz Collins
Given by: Diane Fagelman

In honor of the Birth of:
Sawyer Ames Leposky
Given by: Leslie and George Leposky

In honor of:
Mary Kiesling
Given by: Robert and Roseanne Kiesling

June 18, 19 ................................................. Bake Sale, p. 7
June 18, 19 ............ Father’s Day Pen/Candy Tribute, p. 7
June 19 ........................................... Happy Father’s Day!
July 9-16 .................................. Fowlerville Fair, p. 6
July 13 ............................................ Registration Deadline
Youth Jeopardy Game/Spelling Contest, p. 13
July 24 ............................................ Bowling for LIFE, p. 12
July 26-31 .......................................................... 4H Fair, p. 7
August 10-21 .......................... Michigan State Fair, p. 7, 13
August 13 .. Youth Jeopardy Game & Spelling Bee, p. 13
August 15 .. Deadline for Bowling for Life pledges
Sept. 15-18 ................................ Troy Daze Fair, p. 7
October 2 ...................................... LIFE CHAIN, p. 3

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form
Working

Together

Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from
conception until natural death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak
for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to
preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you the monthly newsletter as well as
educational materials and special mailings.
______ Annual Membership
$ 20.00
______ Student/Senior Member $ 10.00

______ Monthly pledge $__________
______ Other
$__________

Name_________________________________________________________________Phone____________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip______________________
Please complete this form and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar, Suite 545,
Livonia, MI 48152-2193. For more information, call 248-478-8878. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.
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Happy
Father’s Day!

W

e are always so busy with Mother’s
Day dinners and flowers and cards
and gifts and gratitude for their love
and caring, it sometimes seems that
Father’s Day does not receive the same kind of
attention. This has always seemed to be a more
reserved day of celebration. Who knows the reason
for that, but maybe it might have been because there
was a time when Fathers did not really involve
themselves in the day-to-day raising and nurturing
of children, but rather concentrated on jobs and
careers so as to provide the very best of everything
for their families. They showed their love and care in
less obvious ways.
Well, Dads still do that, but look around the next
time you are in church or at the mall or even just
walking down the street in your neighborhoods, and
you will see something different. What you will see
is a huge number of Dads doing things with their
children—shopping, playing ball, feeding and even changing infants. Daddies comb their
daughters’ hair, even blow dry it when necessary! They plant gardens; teach daughters how to
ride bikes and sons how to cook. They read stories and have even been known to play with
finger paints and play doh. After playing soccer for two hours with their sons, some even enjoy
quiet time with their daughters in Barbie’s Malibu Beach House.
This is the most “hands on” generation of Dads we have seen in a long time. While you are
looking at the Dads, take a look at their children. What you will see is love, admiration and
respect on each young face. Today’s Dads are not reluctant to hug and kiss their children and
are hugged and kissed in return. How wonderful!
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