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24th Annual

Dinner and Silent Auction
to Benefit Right to Life - LIFESPAN

Tuesday, May 6th, 2014

San Marino Club
1685 East Big Beaver Road

Troy, Michigan

Guest Speaker
Ryan Bomberger

“The Beauty of Possibility”

Silent Auction begins 5:30 p.m. Dinner served 7:15 p.m.

Dinner reservations: $50 per person/$475 per table of 10
Students, under 21, $25 per person

Advance reservations by Friday, April 25

         See page 3 for reservation information
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Put your special photo in 
LIFESPAN’s Resource Book!

Yes, please include my photo in Lifespan’s 2014 Resource Book! 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State _______ Zip ______________ Phone ______________________________
Name(s) of people in photo (or other caption) _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______ My photo and check are enclosed. _______ My photo will be sent by email; enclosed is my check.
Ad Seller’s Signature (if name is other than above)__________________________________Phone __________________

Purchase a special ad to recognize the accomplishments 
of someone special! It’s a great way to acknowledge a 
graduate, retirement, anniversary, 1st Communicant, scout 
troop, special teacher, etc.! Purchase a 1/8-page ad to fea-
ture your children, grandchildren or other special someone 
in Right to Life - LIFESPAN’s Educational Fund Resource 

Book 2014. Photo Ads are tax-deductible! Fill out the form for photo ads 
below and send $35 with a non-professional photo, along with the names 
of those pictured, or other desired caption, to:  Right to Life - LIFESPAN 
Educational Fund, 32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305. 
All picture ads must be received by April 15, 2014. If you would like your 
pictures returned, include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If you pre-
fer to e-mail your photo, you may send them in JPEG format to editor@
rtl-lifespan.org (with “Lifespan Photo” in the subject line) and mail your 

check by post to the above Lifespan address. For more information, call Right to 
Life - LIFESPAN’s Main Office, at 734-524-0162. 

Be a LIFESPAN PATRON!
Resource Book 2014 Patron Ads:

❏ Gold Patron $100          ❏ Silver Patron $50           ❏ Bronze Patron $10          ❏ Memorial Patron $10

Please PRINT name (s) exactly as you wish it to appear. Names of patrons in each of these categories will be listed 
on separate pages in the Resource Book 2014. Patron Ads are tax-deductible; make checks payable to Right to Life - 
LIFESPAN Educational Fund. Deadline for submission is April 15, 2014.
Patron    name(s)—Gold, Silver    or   Bronze: ____________________________________________________________________
Memorial    Patron    name(s)  (deceased): _______________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed $ ___________________ 
Name ______________________________________________ Address___________________________________________
City ____________________________________ Zip ________________ Phone (include area code) __________________
Ad Seller’s Signature (if name is other than above)__________________________________Phone __________________

®

Make checks payable, and mail to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 
32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN’s
Celebration of LIFE Annual Dinner

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 
Silent Auction begins 5:30 p.m. H Dinner served 7:15 p.m.

San Marino Club H 1685 E. Big Beaver Rd., Troy
Ryan Bomberger, Chief Creative Officer of The Radiance Foun-
dation, likes to dialogue. He likes to create. He likes to research 
and learn. He loves to reach out to those in need. And he loves to 
inspire. Audiences across the country have lauded Ryan’s speech-
es and multimedia presentations. His personal story of adoption, 
shattering the myth of the “unwanted” child, and ability to ad-
dress some of the uncomfortable issues of life have resonated 
with millions. From large conferences to college campuses, me-
ga-churches to small group settings, Ryan speaks to hundreds of 
thousands each year about a myriad of social issues. Whether ad-
dressing abortion, adoption, poverty, family, pop culture, creativi-
ty, race issues, civil rights, or character development, everything is 
presented with a fearless yet freeing approach.

Ryan’s passion for people was instilled by parents who adopted 
10 children many said would be “unloved.” The nay-sayers were 
wrong. And now the world is getting to know this adoptee, adop-
tive father and Emmy® Award winning creative professional who 

loves to tell the world of the beauty of Possibility. Everywhere Ryan speaks, people are drawn by his 
powerful ability to communicate with passion, humor and irresistable emotion. 

Dinner Reservations:  $50 per person/$475 per table of 10.  Students (under 21) $25 per person. 
Advance reservations required by Friday, April 25.
❏ Yes, I (We) plan to attend. Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $__________ for __________ reservations. 
(Please list names of all those for whom reservations are made on a separate sheet of paper. 
Seat       with ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

❏  Yes, I (We) plan to sponsor a table of 10. Enclosed please find one check in the amount of $__________ for __________ tables. 
(Please list names of all those for whom table reservations are made on a separate sheet of paper. Table seating will be determined 
by date of receipt of paid reservation.)

❏  I (We) are not able to attend. Enclosed is a donation of $__________ to support your pro-life efforts.

Name ____________________________________      Address    __________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State __________ Zip __________________ 

Phone (area code) _______________________ Email Address ______________________________________
For Dinner reservations, please make checks payable and mail to: 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Ste. G, Troy, MI 48084
For information, call 248-816-1546

Photos/video may be taken at this event and may be used on the web, in publications and/or other media. If you would prefer that your image 
not be included, please contact Right to Life – LIFESPAN’s Main Office at 734-524-0162 or mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org.

®
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Could Someone Please Explain This??!!

By way of setting the stage, Cecile Richards was appear-
ing on the Jorge Ramon program on Fusion (Fusion 

TV is Univision’s English language network) in her role 
as President of Planned Parenthood’s political arm. 

The title of the segment, superimposed on the screen, 
was “Planned Politics: Is there a place for Planned Par-
enthood in Politics?” The backdrop featured pictures of 
Richards and pro-abortion feminist icon Texas state Senator 
Wendy Davis, who is running for governor.

Ramos: “So, for you, when does life start? When does 
a human being become a human being?”

Richards: “This is a question that I think will be debat-
ed through the centuries and people come down in very 
different points of view.”

Ramos: “But for you, what’s that point?”
Richards: “It is not something that I feel like is really 

part of this conversation. I mean, to me, we work with 
women…I guess the way I’d really like to…I think every 
woman has to make her own decision. What we do at 
Planned Parenthood is make sure that women have all 
their options for health care…”

Ramos: “But why would it be so controversial for you 
to say when do you think life starts?”

Richards: “Yah, well, I don’t know that it’s controversial. 
I don’t know that it’s really relevant to the conversation. 
But, for me, I’m the mother of three children. For me, life 
began when I delivered them; they’ve been probably the 
most important thing in my life ever since. But that’s my 
own personal decision.”

—National Right to Life News, March 1, 2014 

Teen Who Lost His Legs in Botched Abor-
tion Makes State Wrestling Championships
By Steven Ertelt  

Nik Hoot is quite the athlete. He’s a successful wrestler 
at a high school – a fact that would likely earn him 

news coverage anyway. But Nik has overcome the kind 
of obstacles very few encounter.

You see, Nik is a well-rounded athlete in spite of the 
fact that he is missing parts of both legs and doesn’t have 
a fully developed set of fingers. The Indiana teenager lives 
with these disabilities because his biological parents—an 
unknown couple from Russia—attempted to abort Nik.

The abortion ultimately failed and in the fall of 1996 
Nik was born and was put up for adoption. Marvin and 
April—residents of Woodburn Indiana—gave Nik a chance 
at life and he has excelled ever since.

“We made the decision to adopt him after knowing 
about him for six weeks on Respect Life Sunday at church 
when we heard the priest say we have to respect all forms 
of life, even those with disabilities,” his mom tells LifeNews.

Nik was given his first pair of prosthetic legs when 
he was two years old. Within a couple of weeks he had 
ditched his walker and was moving about on his own. 
He’s played nearly every sport available to him: football, 
baseball, basketball and of course wrestling. Now—he’s 
blazing a path for his own family.

In addition to Nik, the Hoots have adopted five other 
children from foreign countries, all who have birth defects 
(this is on top of the three biological children the Hoots 
raised as well). The younger ones see Nik as a role model 
and some are already starting to follow in his steps. Of 
Nik’s siblings, one wrestles with him on the Warriors 
roster, while a younger sister is a cheerleader. The Hoot’s 
are a family of miracles.

As for Nik—he isn’t satisfied yet. As he continues to 
improve on the mat, he says he wants to one day wrestle 
in college. With everything he’s accomplished already— 
what’s to stop him?

Nik’s mom April Hoot gave LifeNews this update:
He had his best wrestling season yet and made it to 

the Wrestling Semi State championships. Didn’t win the 
tourney but the kids who make it to Semi State represent 
the top ten percent of high school wrestlers in the state 
of Indiana.

He went through marching band season prior to the 
start of wrestling enduring pressure sores on the bottoms 
of his stumps.

Last Spring I allowed him to get a tattoo. He has a 
rose on each end of the phrase, “I can only imagine” on 
his chest. I asked him the significance and he told me the 
roses were for the aborted babies we memorialize at the 
pro-life Sunday event at the cemetery each year and the 
phrase is to remember what they could have been. 

His opponents and wrestling refs and coaches he en-
counters see this. Not a fan of tattoos, but I couldn’t argue 
with the sentiment. If it helps save one baby…

Nik ended his wrestling season with 24 wins compared 
to 11 losses. That’s much better than most of us would 
do with our limbs intact!    —LifeNews.com, February 18, 2014

Help Wanted!
Are you pro-life? Do you have computer and of-

fice skills? Two paid office manager positions are open 
in Right to Life - LIFESPAN. Both offices are in Livo-
nia. Send resumes to: mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org and 
wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org. We are also looking for volun-
teers to serve on committees: Celebration of Life Dinner 
and Silent Auction 2015; CIDER Walk, Used Book Sale 
and Lights for Life in 2014. The more help we have, the 
lighter the work for all! Please let us know what your 
interest would be. Call 734-524-0162.
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By Wesley J. Smith

It has been 41 years since Roe v. Wade 
“settled” the abortion controversy, 
leaving in its wake ever-increasing 

societal divisions and a crumbling 
of our culture’s commitment to the 
equality and sanctity of human life.

Law doesn’t just reflect our values. 
In these days of cultural relativism, it 
teaches right from wrong. If something 
is “legal,” many see it as “morally 
right.”

If I am correct, that explains why 
abortion became so ubiquitous post-
Roe. Pregnant women—and often, 
their persuasive boyfriends/husbands 
who didn’t want to bear the respon-
sibility of fatherhood—came to see 
abortion not only as “a right” but “the 
right thing to do” when a baby was 
not planned.

More than that, Roe helped create a 
social environment in which the most 
weak and vulnerable among us came 
to be viewed as less than human.

Roe certainly wasn’t the first 
Supreme Court ruling to engage in 
dehumanizing rhetoric. The first was 
the 1857 Dred Scott v. Sandford, in 
which Chief Justice Roger B. Taney 
ruled that black human beings are of 
“an inferior order,” as a consequence 
of which, they have no rights” which 
whites were “bound to respect.” That 
decision not only helped create the 
climate for civil war, but validated 
blatantly racist views.

The second such case was the 1927 
Buck v. Bell, which authorized the in-
voluntary sterilization of Carrie Buck, 
the daughter of a prostitute, because 
she gave birth out of wedlock. Subse-
quently, tens of thousands of innocent 
Americans who ran afoul of the per-
nicious junk science of eugenics were 
sterilized under color of law. Chief Jus-
tice Oliver Wendell Holmes’ assertion 
that “three generations of imbeciles 
are enough” deserves a special place 
in jurisprudential infamy.

In its turn, Roe relativized nascent 
human life by making the moral value 
of a fetus dependent on whether he 
or she is wanted. Perhaps even more 
destructively, it also legitimized the 
dangerous notion that taking human 

life—killing—is a morally acceptable 
answer to human suffering.

In the years since, that meme has 
expanded to threaten human life out-
side the womb. For example, it helped 
create the environment in which 
people with profound cognitive dis-
abilities—such as Terri Schiavo—are 
not only viewed as less than human 
(“nonpersons”), but killable through 
intentional dehydration. Worse, there 
is now much advocacy in bioethical 
and medical journals to make instru-
mental use of such patients as sources 
of organs—as is sometimes already 
done with the bodies of aborted fe-
tuses.

Meanwhile, assisted suicide advo-
cates explicitly tie their death agenda 
to the abortion license, claiming that 
anyone who supports the right of 
“pregnancy termination” should 
also support the right of the sick and 
disabled to self-terminate.

Following Roe’s legal playbook, 
assisted suicide advocates have re-
peatedly sought court rulings creating 
a constitutional right to what they 
euphemistically call “aid in dying.” 
Thankfully, the U.S. Supreme Court 
unanimously refused to impose an 
assisted suicide Roe v. Wade in 1997—a 
decision that I believe might have been 
different had the pro-life movement 
not rebelled so effectively and ener-
getically against legal abortion.

But the assisted suicide crowd 
didn’t quit. In the years since, they 
have filed repeated state lawsuits 
seeking a state constitutional right to 
become dead. They failed in Florida, 
Alaska, Connecticut, and elsewhere, 
but partially succeeded a few years ago 
in a muddled ruling by the Montana 
Supreme Court.

And just the other day, a New Mex-
ico judge ruled that “aid in dying” is 
a fundamental constitutional right in 
New Mexico. Time will tell whether 
that ruling sticks on appeal.

The legal and philosophical 
grounds that justify abortion have 
also been invoked as reasons to 
permit infanticide—or “after birth 
abortion”—as one bioethics article put 
it. That remains illegal in the U.S.—

although the mercy killing of infants 
is common in the Netherlands where 
euthanasia is legal.

That should not make us sanguine. 
It is cause for great worry that the 
world’s most prestigious academic 
chair in bioethics is held by Princeton’s 
Peter Singer, not in spite of—but be-
cause—he happens to be the world’s 
foremost proponent of the moral pro-
priety of killing babies whose lives do 
not serve the interests of their families.

Roe has also subverted the Hip-
pocratic Oath. In fact, the Oath isn’t 
taken anymore by most new doctors 
precisely because it precludes abortion 
and assisted suicide. Once doctors 
don’t feel bound by “do no harm” 
Hippocratic values, anything becomes 
possible in the medical context.

Eventually, I worry that doctors 
and nurses will be forced by law to 
choose between remaining in their 
professions and being complicit with 
abortion and assisted suicide—either 
by doing the deed or referring to a 
colleague they know is willing to end 
human life. Indeed, I expect the fight 
over “medical conscience,” as it is 
sometimes called, to become one of 
our most intense cultural and legal 
flashpoints in coming years.

There is a great old Talmudic say-
ing: “Whoever saves a life, it is consid-
ered as if he saved an entire world..” 
If that is true—and I think it is great 
wisdom—how many worlds have 
been saved by the pro-life movement 
since Roe v. Wade? Beyond counting! 
I have met some of them, and so have 
you.

So let us not be unduly swayed by 
victories or defeats, name calling or 
praise, election or litigation outcomes. 
Instead, let us be thankful for the 
honor to have been called in such a 
time to stand peacefully in the breach 
defending the intrinsic dignity and 
equal value of all human life.

Onward!
National Right to Life News Today

January 15, 2014  

Roe v. Wade’s Toxic Fruit

Entertainment Book Special Offer
Buy a Premier Dining Book for $25 and 
receive a free 2014 Entertainment Book! 
Call: 248-816-1546 or 734-422-6230.
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1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone: 248-816-1546 • Fax: 248-816-9066

e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9-3

Irene Tharp, Director • Diane Trombley, Ofc. Mgr. 
Lynn Gura, Ofc. Staff & Youth Director

14600 Farmington Rd., Ste. 108, Livonia, MI 48154-5431
Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116

e-mail: wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-4; Friday Closed

Patricia Holscher, Director • Laurie Masiarak, Ofc. Mgr.
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®     Save the Storks

A special morning of pro-life information and 
sharing on April 12, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Madonna 
University is a “can’t miss” opportunity to hear about 
the mission of Save the Storks. Among other speakers, 
Julie Beyel from Save the Storks will describe the im-
pact the mobile ultrasound vans from Save the Storks 
has had on abortion-minded women. Parked outside 
abortion clinics, they are a first impression, pro-life, 
encouragement to women who stop by and see an 
ultrasound of the baby in their wombs. The event is 
co-sponsored by LIFESPAN Educational Fund, the 
Educational Center for Life and Madonna University 
Respect Life. For more information, please call the 
LIFESPAN office 248-186-1546.

Mother’s Day Carnations
Spring has come, and Mother’s Day will soon be here.  

We will continue our tradition of presenting beautiful, 
living carnations to Moms, Grandmas, Aunties and 
special women in our lives. If your faith community 
would like to be part of this project, please call the 
LIFESPAN office, 248-816-1546.

Baby Showers
Many thanks to all who hosted or donated to one of 

our 35+ baby showers. Wee Care and area pregnancy help 
centers received a “shower” of beautiful new, gently-used 
and handmade items. The moms and their babies will feel 
so loved!

Celebrate Life!  
The date of our Dinner is fast approaching! May 6th, 

Ryan Bomberger, from the Radiance Foundation, will be 
our guest speaker. Our Silent Auction begins at 5:30 p.m. 
and Dinner follows at 7:15 p.m. If you have an item that 
might be an attraction for the auction, please let us know. 
Also, we are still in need of new ads for the Resource Book. 
As you know, we need to raise funds to continue our work. 
Please, be a patron, place an ad, or ask your neighborhood 
merchants to do so—how about your barber, hairdresser 
or vet? Call the office for more information, 248-816-1546.

Farewell, Dear Friend!
Our long-time office manager, Laurie Masiarak, is 

leaving us. She is leaving for a very happy reason…
to marry Edward Van Hoey, an active LIFESPAN 
member, whom she met while getting volunteers 
for our annual Book Sale. Laurie has been a member 
of LIFESPAN for many years and was previously a 
church rep. She began working as an office assistant 
in 1998 and later became office manager. She has 
had an active part in every fundraiser or project that 
we initiate. Besides working in the office, Laurie 
has “gone beyond the call of duty” by delivering 
the LIFESPAN News, Christmas cards, luminaries, 
roses, Entertainment Books and much more to 
various churches. She helped plan the annual “Rose 
Ceremony,” attended right-to-life conventions and 
performed many other necessary duties. Laurie’s 
infectious smile and her eagerness to be helpful will 
be greatly missed. Laurie and Ed, we wish you every 
happiness as you begin another chapter in your 
journey through Life with God and with each other.

In Loving Memory
On March 5, 2014, we lost a long-time friend 

and supporter of Life…Joseph Mosquera, Jr., 88. Joe 
and his wife, Carmen, have been active members of 
LIFESPAN from the time it was formed as People 
Taking Action Against Abortion. He was asked by 
Gloria Klein, the founder of LIFESPAN, even before 

Roe v. Wade, to take charge of getting pro-life materials 
printed. These hand-outs were instrumental in defeating 
“Proposal B” and outlawing abortions in Michigan in 
l972. Joe participated often in many aspects of our work, 
including the local Rally for Life and the national March 
in Washington, D.C. He was involved in many of the 
fundraising projects also. Joe was staunchly devoted to 
the unborn and their right to be born. As the father of 
four children and grandfather to six, he personified life 
values in his own family and taught them to follow in his 
pro-life footsteps. He will be sorely missed by all who 
knew him and worked with him as fellow members of 
Right to Life – LIFESPAN.                                 —Bev Bettega 

Mother’s Day Tribute
It is time to order pro-life gift items for Mother’s Day. 

The long-stemmed, silk rose, symbol of Life, comes in 
various colors and is tagged, “Thanks, Mom, for Life.” 
We also have a very classy pen imprinted with, “Thanks, 
Mom, for Life” and “Happy Mother’s Day.” Church 
reps have them available for a donation on that day. If 
your church is not participating in this fundraiser, and 
you would like to do this, call us. Dads, these gifts are 
a beautiful tribute to Moms on their “special day” from 
their children. 
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All material and monetary donations to Wee Care are tax-deductible. Checks 
must be made payable to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund.

Wee Care

A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund
32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305

Phone: 734-524-0165 • Fax: 734-524-0166
Office Hours: By appointment; Karen Patrosso, Director

Do you know that by being a 
Lifespan member you help my 
precious babies? It is Lifespan, 
every month, that pays the rent 
for Wee Care which makes it 

possible for us to supply diapers, tiny clothes, warm blan-
kets and so much more (THAT YOU HAVE DONATED!) 
to over 600 babies each year. That is just one of the many 
reasons to join Lifespan. There are so many others!

We are the largest and oldest pro-life group in South-
eastern Michigan and have been speaking for life since 
1970--before Roe v. Wade.

We are local—we can provide speakers and educational 
material  to schools, organizations, groups, etc.

As a member, you receive a subscription to our news-
letter with all of the latest information on life issues and 
advance notices of all of the special events taking place.

We offer numerous programs and events throughout 
the year:
H Movement in Motion Youth Bus Trip to D.C. for the 
annual March for Life in January
H Approximately 40 Baby Showers are held in March for 
local pregnancy help centers
H  Flowers are offered in Spring to honor mothers
H  Candy Bars are offered in June to honor dads
H Our Celebration of Life Dinner is held in May—A 
wonderful evening with delicious food and lots of fun 
with a silent auction and a tin can raffle
H  Used Book Sale in July
H  Life Chain in October (stand at a designated location 
of your choice, quietly hold a sign—not graphic, but in-
formational —example: “Adoption—the Loving Option”) 
H  CIDER Walk (Children In-utero Deserve Equal Rights) 
in the Fall (collect pledges or make a donation  —walk a 
few miles or a few blocks—enjoy the crisp air, fall leaves 
and cider and donuts)

As a member, you can be involved in as many activities as 
you want, or be a silent member who speaks for those who 
can’t by supporting our mission with their membership.

I could go on and on about all of the different programs 
Lifespan offers, but I would like to leave you with a couple of 

pictures—the first, a pic-
ture of a  baby that stands 
for all the precious babies 
we have fought for for 
over 40 years. And, if you 
have ever been unsure 
of where your money is 
going or if it is being spent 
wisely and frugally—the 
second picture is of our 
president’s “office”—
an 8 ft. x 8 ft. section of 
a room!

For me, joining Lifes-
pan over 43 years ago, 

when it was known as “People Taking Action Against 
Abortion,” has been such a very important, cherished 
part of my life. Please join me in becoming a member!  For 
information on joining Lifespan, please see page 15. 

And, as always, thank you and God bless you for all 
you do for my babies!              Love, Karen       

Anyone who enrolled before April 1, 2014 in the Kroger Community Rewards Program 
to benefit Lifespan, must re-enroll to continue earning rewards for us.  

Kroger requires re-enrollment in this program EVERY APRIL. So if you have enrolled 
in the past for Lifespan to receive Kroger rewards, you must re-enroll after April 1st, EV-
ERY YEAR.

It’s easy to enroll or re-enroll in Kroger Community Rewards. All participants must 
have a Kroger Plus Card number and valid online account at Kroger.com. Visit www.
krogercommunityrewards.com.

Log onto your Kroger account; use your email address and password to sign in. Click 
on “Edit Community Rewards Program” and input Lifespan’s NPO number 83138, click 
“Search,” then select “Right to Life - Lifespan Ed Fund,” and save selection.

If you need more information, see “frequently asked questions” on the Kroger website 
or call Lifespan at 734-524-0162.

Kroger Customers - Please Re-Enroll in Reward Program!
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According to most of the media and news coverage, not much 
happened on January 22, 2014. They must have missed the 
half a million people marching through the streets of our na-

tion’s capital in single-digit weather. Among those marchers was a 
group of my Regina classmates and myself. We left the night be-
fore the March on a twelve-hour bus ride to Washington, D.C., and 
arrived at the Verizon Center there at seven in the morning. There 
we were, part of a 28,000-strong Youth Rally and Mass. Being there 
with so many other teenagers, all of us on five or less hours of sleep, 
was incredible. Together, we sang along with a Christian rock band, 
danced the Catholic dance with a DJ, said the Rosary, and celebrated 
Mass. I have never been in a place with so many other teenagers 
gathered to show their love and respect for life and the Church.

The number of priests, seminarians, and religious 
was mind-boggling as well—we had to sing three en-
trance hymns because they just kept coming! It was 
definitely the most priests I have seen in one place. So 
many of them were young priests, seminarians, and 
religious sisters and brothers. This was so encouraging 
for us teens to see because it showed us that, yes, the 
Church is still going strong, and we have a full team 
backing us up to help us make a change in our world.

Around eleven-thirty, after the Mass was over, we 
walked to the National Mall where the March would 
begin at one-thirty. For two hours, we stood in be-
low-freezing temperatures, listening to guest speakers, 

taking pictures with the Capitol in the distance, and marveling at the diversity and multitude of all the people who 
were there. We saw people who came from everywhere from Tennessee to North Dakota, as well as some non-Amer-
icans—we even saw a group from Lithuania!

When the March began, our Regina group was close to the front. Walking 
through the streets of Washington, D.C., with thousands and thousands of other 
people, is one of the most incredible experiences ever. This was my second year at-
tending the March, but I was still in complete amazement at the spirit and faith of 
everyone marching. For a solid hour, we held up signs and shouted slogans like, 
“We are the pro-life generation!” Even after our group finished marching, thou-
sands were just beginning, so many people that the March did not end for several 
hours. The thermometer read less than ten degrees, but even though the city had 
shut down due to weather conditions and several groups had to cancel coming, it 
was still the largest March we’ve had since Roe v. Wade in 1973. Forty-one years, 
and more people than ever are standing up—and over half of them young people. 
It really gave me hope that we could win.

After the March, we had the chance to tour many of the memorials and monu-
ments of Washington, D.C. On the bus ride home the following morning, our lead-
er started a discussion of our experience. As we were talking, we had a thought: 
It’s beautiful that our nation gives so much respect and honor to those who have 
fought and died for our country. But it’s so sad to think that we don’t have a me-
morial for all those who have died in the war we are fighting here in our home. I 
thought, what if we had a memorial like the Vietnam War Memorial? What if we 
had a massive wall and on it we inscribed all the names of the fifty-six million children aborted in the past forty-one 
years—the fifty-six million soldiers who have given their lives in this war on abortion? The size of such a wall would 
be amazing—we would practically have our own Great Wall of China! Thinking about that put a new perspective on 
why we march and made it even more of an experience.

And so, our huge thank you goes to Lifespan for organizing the trip, and also to Pregnancy Aid for supporting us. 
We also thank all those prayers sent up for the March because they definitely helped us to brave the cold! I hope that 
many more people will join us next year, because even if that thermometer reads below zero, I know that we will be 
there. And we will be there every year without fail until our war is won. —Monica VanBerkum, Regina High School Student

We Marched for LIFE!
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Join Madonna University’s Respect Life 
Group for a Pro-Life Student Event 
High School & College Students Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When: When: When: Saturday, April 12, 2014, 10 am-3 pm 
Where: Where: Where: Madonna University  

36600 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150 

General Admission $15—Madonna Students $10 
 

Featuring some amazing speakers:  
 
 
 

 
 
                  

                                  Julie Beyel, Save the Storks                         Mike Stack, Rachel’s Vineyard 
 
     Other speakers will include Christen Pollo, Students for Life of Michigan, and a special guest from Birth Choice 
 

Sponsored by Educational Center for Life Sponsored by Educational Center for Life Sponsored by Educational Center for Life    
CoCoCo---sponsored by Right to Life sponsored by Right to Life sponsored by Right to Life --- LIFESPAN Educational Fund LIFESPAN Educational Fund LIFESPAN Educational Fund   

 
 

For more information (248) 816-8489 or www.edcenterforlife.org  
To register online visit www.edcenterforlife.eventbrite.com 

Join Madonna University’s Respect Life Group 
for a Pro-Life Student Event

Featuring some amazing speakers:

Sponsored by Educational Center for Life
Co-sponsored by Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund

When:
Where:

Julie Beyel, Save the  Storks Mike Stack, Rachel’s Vineyard
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two do this, it will not have any impact, but if the entire 
pro-life community does this, it will be felt.

The hardest thing to do during the Girl Scout cookie 
sale is to say “no” to the little entrepreneurs who only 
want to do good things in the world. We need to support 
those organizations that stand for life. No compromises.

As with many organizations, the Girl Scouts have 
several layers—local, state, national and international. 
The local Girl Scout troop must send money to the state 
organization. The state organization must send money to 
the National (GSUSA) and the National must sent money 
to the International, which is known as WAGGGS (World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts). In fact GSUSA 
is a co-founder of WAGGGS and one of the largest financial 
supports of WAGGGS. WAGGGs is highly supportive of 
“reproductive health” and supports the efforts of Planned 
Parenthood, especially through the United Nations.

So what can you do if you pass by a table with little Girl 
Scouts selling their cookies? You can take their leader aside, 
explain the problem you have with the Girl Scout upper 
leadership and write a check directly to their troop. Checks 
written directly to the troop, stay with the troop. Do the 
same for “Race for the Cure” Susan G. Komen foundation 
or the March of Dimes—find a pro-life research organi-
zation and send your money there—Call the LIFESPAN 
office for names of pro-life organizations that are worthy 
of your money. 

Being pro-life is not easy. We are not looked upon with 
love or respect by those who have so much influence in 
our society—the media, Hollywood, unions, the Demo-
cratic Party, etc. It is up to us to stand up and teach the 
masses the truth. We do this within our community, with 
our family and friends—compounding our efforts. If we 
don’t, who will?

Diane Fagelman, President

From the President’s Desk
Dear Friends,

So often while working in the pro-life movement, we 
seem to be in the arena with David and Goliath. The 
latest discussion on the Girl Scouts is just one of these 

times. (See article, next page.) We have had to come out 
against many good and meaningful organizations.  

Some of the giants are the March of Dimes, The Komen 
Foundation, and now, the Girl Scouts. There is a connection 
between these companies and organizations that promote 
the destruction of human life. The line is never straight, 
and “following the money” takes time and patience. The 
word “abortion” is never spoken, but everyone knows what 
“reproductive freedom” and “comprehensive reproduction 
health” mean and these are the words used to hide the real 
truth.The old saying, “show me the money,” is never as 
true as when it comes to our issue of protecting life. We 
need to look at any organization and question—where 
does their money come from and where does it go—“fol-
low the money.” 

I was just reading a book written by Matthew Kelly.  
In this book, he points out that change can happen if we, 
as a community, start with small increments—in time, 
big things happen. He uses the analogy that if you save 
x amount of dollars over 20 years, you will have a good 
amount of savings, but if you put it in an interest-com-
pounding savings account, it will build up even greater. 
We can all relate to this. 

So, together, by compounding our efforts, we commit 
to supporting only those corporations which have the 
ultimate philosophy of respecting human life. When we 
hold back our money, corporations start to listen. If one or 

Three Parent Embryos?!
By Diane Trombley

Marching along the road of embryonic experimen-
tation, researchers have asked an FDA commit-
tee to hold hearings to determine if a new tech-

nique to manipulate the egg of a women who might pass 
mitochondrial disease to her children can move forward.

The mitochondria, found almost exclusively in a fe-
male ovum, are the batteries, or charging unit, of cells. 
They provide the energy that lets cells divide and grow. 
When mitochondria fail, serious and debilitating diseas-
es can result, affecting almost every system in the body. 
It is estimated that 1 in every 4000 babies born have a 
mitochondrial disease of some degree or another.

In animal models, researchers have removed the dis-
eased or failed mitochondrial cells from a female’s egg, 
replaced them with healthy mitochondrial cells from an-
other female’s egg and the repaired egg is then fertilized 
with sperm from the male.

There is no destruction of an embryo here, no early 
abortion. Proponents of the research, removing any con-
sideration of religious prohibitions, claim that the goal 
of such genetic engineering is not a perfect baby but a 

healthy baby. The child born of such engineering has 
DNA from all three individuals used in his/her creation.

The baby has three parents.
A healthy baby is a praiseworthy goal. Religious lead-

ers suggest that removing the creative power of a hus-
band and wife from the marital bed to the laboratory 
has grave moral implications. Scientists claim that using 
this technique would allow women, who might not oth-
erwise conceive due to the mitochondrial disease in her 
own body, to become pregnant with a healthy child. A 
healthy baby is a praiseworthy goal, but could  manip-
ulating the egg in an effort to allow a healthy baby to be 
born also be used to create a child of above average intel-
ligence, a desired body type, resistant to diseases such as 
diabetes, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s Disease, cancer? That 
certainly seems to fall into the goals stated in “A Brave 
New World,” by Huxley—but so does a child of less than 
average intelligence, of a longer or shorter lifespan, one 
who cannot think for him/herself but rather follows the 
direction of authority figures? That too seems to fall un-
der categories outlined by Huxley. The bigger question 
is, “Who decides?”
—Diane Trombley, Media Relations Director, Right to Life - LIFESPAN 

and President of Michigan Nurses For Life
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By Steven Ertelt

National pro-life groups have 
banded together to launch 
a boycott of the sales of Girl 

Scout cookies over the ties the organi-
zation has to the Planned Parenthood 
abortion business and how it has 
promoted pro-abortion groups and 
activists.

The pro-life movement has been 
concerned for a number of years about 
the ties between the Girl Scouts and 
the Planned Parenthood abortion 
business. Although the Girl Scout 
organization maintains that it takes 
“no position” on the issue of abor-
tion, parents, churches, and pro-life 
activists have long complained of the 
pro-abortion slant of the Girl Scouts’ 
resources, role models and affiliations.

LifeNews is a part of the coalition of 
pro-life organizations that are boycot-
ting sales of the cookies— along with 
American Life League, the Pro-Life 
Action League, the Radiance Founda-
tion, blogger Jill Stanek, the National 
Black Pro-Life Union, the Issues4Life 
Foundation, and Life Coalition Inter-
national.

The groups made their announce-
ment via an article in Brietbart News.

Ryan Bomberger of the Radiance 
Foundation, who recently gave the 
keynote address at the March for Life 
Rose Dinner in Washington, D.C., is a 
champion for adoption over abortion.

“The Girl Scouts still proclaim 
to be honest and courageous, while 
denying their continual collaboration 
with the nation’s largest and unde-
niably dishonest abortion chain,” 
Bomberger said. “Abortion doesn’t 
make the world a better place, unless 
you agree with the deeply racist and 
elitist pseudoscience of eugenics—the 
foundation of Planned Parenthood.”

Eric Scheidler of the Pro-Life Action 
League commented, “As the father of 
six girls, I’m extremely disappointed 
by the Girl Scouts’ increasing collab-
oration with Planned Parenthood, an 
organization that aborts over 150,000 
unborn baby girls every year.”

Similarly, Jim Sedlak of the Amer-
ican Life League told Breitbart News, 
“Through their continued support of 
the Culture of Death, the Girl Scouts 

have betrayed their heritage and their 
future. There is nobody who should 
purchase Girl Scout cookies to fund 
this group.”

Lila Rose, president of Live Action, 
also commented:

“One of the ways Planned Parent-
hood has become so successful is by in-
filtrating and corrupting organizations 
that should be sanctuaries for women 
and young girls. We see this with the 
Komen Foundation, with our public 
education system, and, glaringly, with 
the Girl Scouts (GSUSA).”

GSUSA’s intimate association 
with Planned Parenthood, Ameri-
ca’s largest abortion corporation, is 
well-documented. But a billion-dollar 
enterprise glorifying sexual promiscu-
ity, peddling hormone-altering drugs 
as panacea, and lobbying for physi-
cally and psychologically destructive 
abortion through all nine months of 
pregnancy has no interest whatsoever 
in girls’ well-being.

There are wholesome, healthy al-
ternatives to the Girl Scouts out there. 
No little girl—or her parents—should 
have anything to do with an organi-
zation that kills over 330,000 pre-born 
children a year, covers up sexual abuse, 
advocates for infanticide, and builds 
its entire business model on harming 
women.

The Girl Scouts have come under 
fire repeatedly in 2014. Fresh on the 
heels of Girl Scouts USA (GSUSA) 
sharing a recommendation for Wendy 
Davis as a 2013 Woman of the Year 
via their official Twitter account, the 
organization suggests HHS Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius as a woman “with 
courage, confidence, and character.”

Meanwhile, the new national 
spokeswoman for the Girl Scouts, Kel-
ly Parisi, is the former spokeswoman 
for a pro-abortion organization—one 
founded by Gloria Steinem.

The Girl Scouts have been criticized 
for their involvement in the May, 2013 
Women Deliver Conference, an inter-
national event that included “safe and 
legal abortion” among its overarching 
themes. It documents its role in the 
planning and facilitating of the De-
cember, 2012 Bali Global Youth Forum 
and the outcome declaration, which 
demands youth access to abortion.

The ties between the two groups 
have been questioned ever since for-
mer Girl Scouts CEO Kathy Cloninger 
admitted on NBC’s The Today Show: 
“We partner with many organizations. 
We have relationships with…Planned 
Parenthood organizations across the 
country.” 

Then, in a national survey, sev-
enteen Girl Scouts councils admit to 
partnering with Planned Parenthood; 
many other councils refuse to answer 
the survey question. Of the 315 Girl 
Scout councils in the U.S., 17 councils 
reported having a relationship with 
Planned Parenthood and its affili-
ates, and 49 reported they do not. 
The other 249 refused to disclose any 
relationship.

In 2010-2011 Girls Scouts in New 
York partnered with Planned Par-
enthood for a sex-ed program, “Real 
Life. Real Talk.” The program website 
touts their partners: “Real Life. Real 
Talk. is proud to count the following 
organizations, faith communities and 
companies as partners: …Girl Scouts 
of NYPENN Pathways.”

For fourteen years, the Girl Scouts 
in Waco, TX co-sponsored a sex ed 
conference with Planned Parenthood. 
“It’s Perfectly Normal,” a book written 
by a Planned Parenthood executive, 
given to all children in attendance, 
says abortion can be “a positive ex-
perience.” And in January 2012, Girl 
Scouts employee Renise Rodriguez 
wore a “Pray to End Abortion” t-shirt 
during an off-duty visit to her Tucson 
Girl Scout office and was ordered to 
her turn the shirt inside out or leave.

As LifeNews reported in 2012, the 
Girl Scouts joined with Planned Par-
enthood to head a UN conference and 
LifeNews reported on the investigation 
the Catholic Church is undertaking 
into the ties between the Girl Scouts 
and Planned Parenthood and other 
pro-abortion groups.

—LifeNews.com, January 29, 2014 

Pro-Life Groups Launch National Boycott of Girl Scout Cookies Over Abortion Ties

Healing the Pain of Abortion…
One Weekend at a Time

Rachel’s Vineyard
2014 Retreat Schedule
May 16-18 H Sept. 5-7 
Call Chris 248-494-6363

info@detroitrachelsvineyard.org
www.detroitrachelsvineyard.org
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Embracing the Journey

Difficulty Swallowing

As the body declines, the reflex that controls swallowing 
becomes weaker. Patients often experience difficulty 

swallowing and may even develop fears when taking food 
or fluids by mouth. 

Caregivers are encouraged to offer small amounts 
(half a teaspoon) of food or fluid and observe the mouth 
and throat to see if swallowing has taken place. Also, to 
enhance patient safety, caregivers should feed a patient 
only after the patient is placed in an upright position, 
with head elevated, straight and not turned to the side. 
Caregivers must never orally feed or hydrate a patient who 
is unable to awaken fully to swallow, is unconscious, can 
no longer hold their head up, or remain upright, as the 
risk of aspiration of food/fluid into the lungs is increased. 

A patient’s food tolerance most often progresses from 
solid foods to soft foods, and then from liquids (soups and 
dietary supplements) to ice chips and water/juice spooned 
or sucked from a straw. The sucking reflex often remains 
intact until the last days/hours before death. 

Difficulty swallowing can hinder the patient’s ability 
to swallow oral medications. When this occurs, alterna-
tive medications or modes of delivery are available. For 
example, some medications can be crushed and capsules 
opened and mixed with pudding, yogurt or like foods, 
and many pharmacies can manufacture medications to 
be given as drops under the tongue, patches for the skin, 
or topical creams and gels applied directly to the skin.

Elimination

As weakness increases and circulation of blood and 
oxygen diminish, the muscles that control the bowel 

and bladder are also affected. These muscles often begin 
to relax and “incontinence” (involuntary loss of urine or 
feces) may occur. The patient may experience embarrass-
ment as a result of incontinence. Caregivers must offer 
dignified and respectful care. 

Additionally, as the patient’s oral fluid intake diminishes 
the amount of urine produced decreases. Urine becomes 
dark in color, indicating that the kidneys are shutting 
down. At times, a urinary catheter is necessary to drain 
the bladder and keep urine away from the patient’s skin. 

As the kidneys shut down, body fluids often accumulate 
in areas of the body that are away from the heart, such as 
the patient’s feet and ankles. However, the fluid may also 
accumulate in the patient’s face, hands, or torso. The skin 
begins to work to eliminate toxins from the body. As a 
result, the patient may complain of itching over different 
parts of the body, and may experience increased sweating. 

Offering the patient warm baths, frequent linen changes, 
frequent repositioning, or cool cloths for the face, armpits 
or groin may provide relief from skin irritations. 

Keeping the skin clean and dry is essential to comfort. 
Incontinence and sweat can lead to skin rashes or open 
sores that lead to further discomfort. 

While daily bowel movements are not expected as a 
patient declines, too many days between bowel elimina-
tions can result in problems and increased discomfort. 
Therefore, caregivers are encouraged to keep track of each 
bowel movement. As food intake decreases, smaller less 
frequent bowel movements can be expected.  

Cooling Body Temperature 
and Skin Color Changes

In the days and hours before death, blood circulation 
draws back from the body’s arms and legs as vital 

organs work hard to retain circulation. Mechanisms that 
control the body’s ability to control its temperature will 
start failing. Hands, feet, fingers, and toes become cool to 
the touch. Lips and nail beds may also look more pale or 
bluish. At times, the patient may complain of feeling cold 
as circulation declines. Warm blankets provide comfort if 
needed. Also, it is important to avoid drafts that may cause 
the body’s temperature to fall too fast and cause shivering.

The patient’s skin may develop a distinctive pattern 
of blotchy pale purplish/reddish/bluish coloring called 
mottling. This is one of the later signs of approaching death 
that results from a reduction in blood circulation. Mottling 
is often first detected on the soles of the feet, toes and knees, 
and may slowly work its way up the legs, torso, and arms. 

Labored Breathing 

Changes in breathing patterns are common as patients 
decline. Intermittent use of oxygen is often beneficial 

if breathing becomes difficult, or irregular due to anxiety. 
Also, a ceiling or floor fan blown over the patient’s body 
may give the sensation of being in fresh air, providing 
comfort and relief. Furthermore, keeping the head of the 
bed elevated can enhance breathing. 

As a patient approaches death, breathing often becomes 
irregular, shallow and labored. The exhalation (out-breath) 
is longer than the inhalation (in-breath).  For some patients, 
a distinctive pattern of breathing, known as Cheyne-Stokes 
respirations, occurs. Cheyne-Stokes respirations consist of 
loud, deep, and rapid respirations (up to 30-50 per min-
ute) that involve the whole rib cage, followed by a pause 
in breathing (apnea) for a period of approximately five 
seconds to as long as a full minute. Following this period 
of apnea, the loud, deep breathing resumes. The patient 
is not aware of this altered breathing pattern. The cycle of 
loud breathing with pauses may continue for a few days, 
several hours or minutes until death occurs, and can be 
stressful for caregivers to observe. 

By Cristen Krebs, DNP, ANP-BC

This article, about the end stages of death, is the second part of a two-
part article beginning in the February/March 2014 issue of Lifespan 
News. If you have not read the first part of the article and wish to do 
so, please call 734-524-0162.
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continued on page 14

Sometimes congestion and excessive secretions create 
coughing or loud, gurgling sounds during inhalation and 
exhalation. These sounds are often referred to as the “death 
rattle.” When a patient can no longer swallow, this “rattle” 
is caused by the accumulation of saliva in the back of the 
throat. While the noise can be distressing to caregivers, it 
does not seem bothersome to the patient. Because the pool 
of secretions is too far down the throat, the use of suction-
ing devices is not recommended. Suctioning can result 
in increased oral secretions. It is sometimes beneficial to 
reposition the patient with their head to the side to allow 
secretions to naturally drain from the mouth. 

Changing the patient’s position often alleviates noisy 
respirations. Elevating the patient’s head with pillows, 
elevating the head of the bed, or gently rotating the pa-
tient’s head or body slightly to the side may lessen audible 
respirations. Keeping the patient’s mouth and lips moist 
with mouth swabs, a wet cloth or lip balm also lessens noisy 
breathing. Additionally, oxygen and a room vaporizer add 
moisture that quiets breathing. 

Unexpected Alertness and Increased Energy

As previously discussed, a few days before death a 
patient may stop interacting with loved ones com-

pletely. Surprisingly, however, in the last days or hours, 
a patient may experience an unexpected period of clarity, 
lucidity and energy. 

During this surge of energy, which can last less than an 
hour or up to 24 hours, the patient may wake up, become 
alert, and eat, talk or spend quality time with loved ones. 
This is a very special time for final spiritual practices and 
mental preparations which can be shared with loved ones. 

As quickly as it occurs, the period of attentiveness grows 
faint, and the patient again returns to an unresponsive 
state. Caregivers should treasure this fleeting period of 
alertness, because, once it passes, the patient is usually 
moving closer toward death. 

Saying Good-bye

It is often difficult to determine when the time has come 
to call family and friends to the bedside to say a final 

goodbye. When it becomes evident that death is near, family 
members and close friends should be notified and given 
the option to visit the patient one last time. This also allows 
family and friends the opportunity to support one another. 

Signs of Imminent Death 

In the days or hours prior to death, patient symptoms 
often become more intense. These symptoms include: 

Little or no bladder or bowel activity
Occasional grimaces, groans, or scowls
Eyes may tear or become glazed
Glassy fixed stare with large pupils 
Unresponsive to voice or pain
Unable to swallow 
Unconsciousness or drifting in and out of consciousness  
Faint or irregular pulse and heart beat 
Falling body temperature

Mottling of the skin of the knees, feet, and hands (once 
the mottling starts, death often occurs within 24 hours)
Very rapid or very slow breathing through mouth (often 
with rattle) with pauses of 20-50 seconds between breaths
 
Clinical Death

Clinical death is hallmarked by the following: 
No breathing (chest does not move)

No heart beat (no pulse)
Pupils large, do not change
Sometimes release of bowel or bladder

Conclusion

Caring for a loved one facing a terminal illness is a very 
difficult task, both physically and emotionally. Family 

members, friends, and other caregivers play a vital role 
in providing comfort and support to someone entering 
the final phase of life. Although dying is a natural part 
of life, many family and friends do not have experience 
caring for someone who has weeks or days to live. As 
caregivers attempt to meet the ever-changing physical 
and emotional needs of their dying loved one, fear and 
feelings of uncertainty are common. Understanding and 
recognizing the symptoms of dying prepares caregivers 
for the changes their loved one will be experiencing. The 
information provided in this article is intended to teach and 
guide caregivers, while enhancing caregiver confidence. 

Being well informed of these signs and symptoms also 
assists patients and their loved ones to reach acceptance 
of the impending death. Enhanced acceptance empowers 
family, friends and other caregivers to surround a loved 
one with comfort and peace, enabling their loved one to 
experience a natural death in God’s time—a beautiful gift 
and privilege. 

Cristen M. Krebs, DNP, ANP-BC, is the 
Founder/Executive Director, Catholic 
Hospice and Member of Prolife Health-
care Alliance Advisory Committee, 
Pittsburgh, PA.

Dr. Krebs began her career in on-
cology nursing and has twenty plus 
years’ experience in end of life care. 
During this time, her passion for help-

ing those at end of life began. After several years in the 
field of hospice nursing, disheartened that hospices in the 
Pittsburgh region were becoming more business oriented 
than patient focused, Dr. Krebs became increasingly con-
cerned that direct patient care was being compromised. 
In 1997, believing that these patients deserved better, Dr. 
Krebs began the first faith-based, nonprofit hospice pro-
gram serving Pittsburgh and surrounding counties. This 
program, Good Samaritan Hospice, began in the Fall of 
1998 and grew under her tenure through April 2007. Dr. 
Krebs’ vision was also the driving force for building The 
Good Samaritan House, the first free-standing hospice 
residence in southwestern Pennsylvania. This beautiful 
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Used Book Sale!  
Please save books to donate to Lifespan’s Book Sale!

Book Drop-Off Locations (call first to arrange drop-off)
Near Cadieux and Mack, Detroit - 313-885-8238
Near I-75 and W. Big Beaver, Troy - 248-816-1546
Merriman and 7 Mile Rd., Livonia - 734-422-6230
I-94 and Haggerty Rd., Belleville - 734-697-2988 

Our Book Sale will be held at St. Mary Church in Royal Oak, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
July 10-12th, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday, July 13th, 10-3p.m. For more information, call Mary 313-885-8238.

home served those who could not safely remain in their 
own homes during their final weeks of life. Under Dr. Krebs’ 
direction, a second inpatient hospice unit was designed, as 
well as Camp Good SAM- A Pediatric Bereavement Camp. 

Believing that the founding Christian mission of hos-
pice required a louder voice, in May 2007, she incorporat-
ed Catholic Hospice, the only pro-life, non-profit hospice 
in Pittsburgh. Catholic Hospice embraces the Vatican’s 
Declaration on Euthanasia, encouraging all faiths to up-
hold the teachings of the Church when caring for those 
experiencing terminal illness.  

Dr. Krebs received the 2003 Carlow College/Pitts-
burgh Women of Spirit Award as well as the 2008 Penny 
Smith Award for courage and determination to rebuild a 
faith-based hospice and empower predominantly female 
employees who work alongside her in sharing the mis-
sion of caring for the dying. 

With fraudulent hospice practices against Medicare 
and other insurance carriers on the rise in the United 
States, Dr. Krebs spearheads education, for both health 
care professionals and health care consumers, regarding 
Medicare Hospice Law and Hospice Patient Rights and 
Entitlements. 

Dr. Krebs resides with her family in the north hills of 
Pittsburgh, where she enjoys spending time with her five 
children. 

Embracing the Journey
continued from page 13

An Excellent Pro-Life Movie!

It is called “Gimme Shelter,” starring Vanessa Hudgens 
as Apple, a 16-year-old teenager who is a victim of abuse 

from her mom who is a drug user and also from a foster 
father (from one of the many homes she lives in during 
her years from 8-15).  

After returning to live with her mom, she is pushed 
into prostitution for the money. It is a very sad situation 
and Apple flees from her mom. After a series of sad and 
intense events that continue to happen to her, she meets a 
very wise and kind priest who helps her start on the road 
of hope and healing. There are some wonderful surprises 
as the movie progresses!  

The movie is based on a true story of a real young lady 
in need and a real shelter for homeless pregnant girls. At 
the very end when the credits are rolling, you will see 
pictures of the real characters portrayed in the movie, so 
don’t rush off after the movie is finished! Also, some of 
movie is filmed inside a real shelter with some of the real 
young ladies and their babies. When Vanessa was trying 
out for the part, the young ladies picked her to play Apple 
because she could act the part so well and be believable.

This movie is not recommended for anyone under 13 
years of age because of the intense scenes of abuse by Ap-
ple’s mom. Go to the web and search for “Gimme Shelter” 
so you can see the trailer and read more about it.  

Our Auction is Getting Closer!
Every year at the Annual Celebration of Life Dinner in May, we have a won-

derful variety of items for the Silent Auction and Tin Can Drawing. We need 
your help to make sure this happens! We are looking for items that will bring in 
large auction bids, such as:
F Accommodations at tourist destinations (Traverse City, Orlando, Chicago, etc.)
F Golf packages
F Restaurant gift cards (Red Lobster, Max & Erma’s, Andiamo’s, etc.)
F Family-friendly places to visit (Great Wolf Lodge, Dave and Buster’s, etc.)
F Sports event tickets (Tigers, Red Wings, Lions, Pistons, etc.)
F Movie packages (gift certificates with or without dinner)
F Specialty/department store gift cards

Monetary donations will be put to good use; donate any amount and an auction item will be created in your 
name. Please call Eileen at 734-524-0162 for more information!

F F F F F

F F F F F
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form
Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural 
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the 
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you 
the monthly newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings.

 ______ Annual Membership $ 25.00   ______ Other
 ______ Student/Senior Member  $ 15.00  
  
Name___________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip____________
Email address_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please complete this form  and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 
100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305. For more information, call 734-524-0162. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.

Donations have been made—
In Loving Memory of:

Maureen Mateljian
Carolyn Wagner

Given by: Mrs. George Borovsky

Chester Mach
Given by: Vivian Hutira

Jack Neuman
Given by: Margaret and William Roberts

Moe Long
Christine Laing

Given by: The O’Reilly Family

Verda and Christine Stocker
Given by: Winifred and Kathy Heimiller

Judy Ward
Given by: Linda Seng

Raymond Kelly
Given by: Mary Flammersfeld

James and Delores Schellenberg
Joan Bertoia

Mark Gadzinski
Denise Birchmeier

T. J. and Lynn Albanelli
John and Lisa Albanelli
Dave and Marcia Eggert
Doug and Cathy Bertoia

Don Aiello and Barb Gauthier

Matthew Fary
Given by: Rich and Mary Ann Dixon

 
Joseph M. Gross

Given by: Russ and Katie Hesch
 

Claire O’Connell
Given by: Paula Patterson

Pat Holscher
Laurie Masiarak

Wayne County/Downriver Board and Friends
 

Joseph Mosquera
Given by: Judy Ellsworth

Frank and Rosalie Tislerics
Ken and Karen Patrosso

John and Bev Bettega
Norma Hardenbergh

Barb Schmid
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Innes

Rick and Sharon Neal
Laurie Masiarak

Ed Van Hoey
Elaine Kisner
Pat Holscher

Diane Fagelman
Marge and Doug Bradley
Ron and Gloria Sulkowski

Mary Tomilo
Margaret Van Houten
M. and B. Dzieciuch

Cindy and Mich Gauvin
Violet Mamo
Leonard Spas
Yvonne Speer

Eric and Eileen Brandt
Lucy Chesney

Wayne County/Downriver Board and Friends
Donations may be made in memory of loved ones who 
have died; a memorial card will be sent by Lifespan in your 
name to the family of the deceased. Donations may also be 
made to honor someone special, and near and dear to you, 
for a particular occasion, or just because…You can live on 
after death by helping those whose lives are threatened by 
abortion, euthanasia or infanticide. A bequest in your will 
to Right to Life - LIFESPAN will be used to save the lives 
of many through our efforts. Send donations to your local 
Lifespan office.
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN
Wayne County/Downriver Chapter
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Congratulations, AnnMarie!

Right to Life - LIFESPAN, Oakland/Macomb Chapter, held its Volun-
teer Appreciation Luncheon, on February 22 (for all volunteers who 
have helped the Oakland/Macomb Chapter office throughout the last 

year). One person is specially chosen each year to be the Volunteer of the 
Year and receive the Jane Condron Steadfast Volunteer Award which is present-
ed at the luncheon. Each recipient of the award gets her/his name put on the 
plaque we have at the office.

Our Volunteer of the Year is 19-year-old AnnMarie Fournier. AnnMarie 
was very surprised and pretty speechless as well as thrilled! She is the second 
young person to receive this award since we started presenting it in 2005. In 
AnnMarie’s own words—”Wow, I am still trying to wrap my head around 
this!! Thanks so much again for this incredible honor!!

 “I grew up in a big home-schooled family of nine children. I have four 
older siblings and four younger siblings. We grew up in the Catholic faith 
and have the amazing examples of our parents to live by. I belong to the 
beautiful parish of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Sterling Heights. I started 
in the pro-life movement at a young age by attending Life Chains and par-
ticipating in the March for Life in D.C. with other homeschooling families. 
Today, I still participate in these two major events as well as going to prayer-vigils, being a member of the Crusaders 
for Life Detroit, and helping out with various activities put on by Right to Life - LIFESPAN. I am blessed to be able to 
participate in these Pro-Life activities and I hope that soon, with all the hard work, sacrifices, and prayers, abortion 
will come to an end.”  

In presenting the award, Lynn Gura, Lifespan’s Youth Director, had this to say: 
“I am happy to say I have witnessed AnnMarie growing into a beautiful young lady and a very committed 

supporter of Life! She has helped the Oakland/Macomb Chapter office with various duties throughout the last 
eight years, at various events like the “Born to 
be a Lady” Fashion Show and the CIDER Walk, 
worked at our Pro-Life educational table at Troy 
Daze (when we attended) and the Slovak Festi-
val (the past few years). She has helped me at our 
parish with Christmas Card sales and Mother’s 
Day Carnation sales. As a student, she partici-
pated in all of our past Pro-Life Jeopardy Game 
Shows and “Born to be a Lady” Fashion Shows, 
Life Chain, Pro-Life Youth Conferences and the 
March for Life. This year, AnnMarie was a new 
leader on Bus 3 as a first-time Captain! She pre-
pared ahead of time for this important role and 
did a splendid job!”AnnMarie and family members at the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon


