
Lifespan Rally for Life
and

Send-off for Youth Buses 
to March for Life, Washington, D.C.

Saturday, January 21st  F  7 - 8 p.m.

It’s new...it’s exciting...it’s Lifespan’s annual January Rally!
  This year it will be held in Troy on Big Beaver Road!

Won’t you join us in honoring the work of our youth and honoring 
those little souls who have been lost due to Roe v. Wade?  

 This is our way of Rallying for a FUTURE for our littlest citizens!

See page 15 for all the details...

Lights for Life, pp. 3-4
Essay Contest Winners, pp. 5-7

Hockey Sunday, p. 17
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  T
he buses are leaving…
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News Notes
Company Halts First Human Embryonic 
Stem Cell Research Trial

 From the New York Times:  The company conducting 
the world’s first clinical trial of a therapy using human 
embryonic stem cells said that it was halting that trial and 
leaving the stem cell business entirely.

The company, Geron, said that its move did not reflect 
a lack of promise for the controversial field. Rather, it 
said, with money scarce, it had decided to focus on its 
experimental cancer therapies, which are further along 
in development.

“I deeply believe in the promise of stem cells,” John A. 
Scarlett, the chief executive of Geron, said in an interview. 
“I don’t think that promise is in any way, shape or form 
changed by what we’re doing.”

Still, the move is expected to be widely seen as a setback 
for the field, because of Geron’s central role.

—LifeNews.com, November 15, 2011

Brave New World Doublespeak?
An ad appearing on a side bar to a Google search for 

abortion statistics in New York advertises “gentle abor-
tions” and abortions with “no pain and no recollection of 
the procedure.”  

For pro-lifers such statements raise some very obvious 
questions: Gentle for whom?—clearly not the unborn 
child whose life is taken in a variety of not very gentle 
methods. No pain—again, no pain for whom?—clearly not 
the unborn child who has been proven capable of feeling 
pain when being dismembered or scalded or crushed. No 
recollection of the procedure---perhaps not the procedure 
itself but no woman who has ever undergone an abortion 
forgets that she had one. She might forget an address, a 
phone number, even the name of an old acquaintance, 
but never the fact that she was a participant in an act that 
destroyed her child’s life.

Another clinic in New York offers “natural abortions 
with no disturbing suction noise.” Abortion is NOT natural 
(unless used as a medical term for a spontanious miscar-
riage). Noise or lack thereof does not change the fact that 
an abortion takes the life of a developing baby.

Closer to home, a trip to the website for Northland 
Family Planning Center will discover that along with 
aromatherapy, soft lighting, relaxing music and heating 
pads, their doctors take gentle medical and surgical steps 
to remove fetal life support and cause fetal death before 
removing the pregnancy (emphasis added).

In case one misses the point, the woman whose body 
houses the unborn child is the “fetal life support” and the 
“pregnancy” is the child.

If any other destructive act performed on a woman’s 
body was advertised in such glowing “touchy-feely” 
terms, the outrage expressed by women’s groups would 
be deafening. Not so with abortion. It would appear that 
those who seek to profit from women in crisis will try to 
make this ugly act as pretty as possible.

—Diane Trombley, Lifespan Public Relations Director

Baby Shower!
Lifespan is planning its 22nd an-

nual Baby Shower to benefit crisis 
pregnancy centers on Sunday, March 
11, 2012. 

Continuing this tradition of caring 
for mothers and their babies, born 

and yet to be born, Lifespan will host approximately 50 
baby showers simultaneously at different church loca-
tions throughout Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Coun-
ties. Showers are usually held from 2:00-3:30 p.m., but 
may also be held after church services or simply as a gift 
drop-off shower. 

If you or your church would like to co-host a baby 
shower, call us at 248-478-8878. 
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Crisis Pregnancy Center Update
The following information has recently come to our 

attention. Please correct any previous listing you may 
have. Imago Dei Women’s Support Center has two loca-
tions: 4151 Seminole, Detroit, MI 48214; 313-923-8018 and 
30521 Schoenherr, Warren 48088; 586-751-3550.

Crisis Hotline Numbers
If you, or someone you know, is experiencing a crisis 

pregnancy, help is available. Call a Lifespan office, pages 
10-11. Bethany Christian Services also has a 24-hour hotline 
number 800-BETHANY. Sheltering homes are available 
to women in crisis pregnancies, call Abigayle Ministries 
586-326-0459; Fr. Patrick Jackson House, 734-761-1440; 
Guadalupe Partners House, www.guadalupepartners.
org; Mary’s Mantle, 248-376-5338. For post-abortion 
counseling, call Project Rachel 888-722-4355 or Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreats: 1-877-HOPE-4-ME (1-877-467-3463). 
For those with life-limiting illnesses, call Angela Hospice 
734-464-7810; Cranbrook Hospice 248-334-6700, or Hospice 
of Michigan 888-HOM-5656. Project Life, Archdiocese of 
Detroit, offers pastoral guidance to persons considering 
abortion or assisted suicide; for this counseling assistance, 
call 800-281-2102.
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IN HONOR OF: HFriends of Life, Frank Hutira, Vivian Hutira 
HAngela Jankowski, Camille Koss, Grace Velchansky, Margaret Czarnik, 
Cynthia Jankowski, given by Carol Irvine HMargaret Rule, given by Bruce 
and Sandy Rule HMillie Warner, Robert Warner, given by Diane Kurgan 
HKenneth Brandt, Dylan Brandt, Alexander Brandt, given by Eric and 
Eileen Brandt HNancy Voss, given by Anne Lumetta HKaylee 
Brackney, given by Tara Brack- ney HVince Shea, Ernie Bruno, 
given by Kathleen Bruno HDavid Horvath, given by Curt 
and Ann Marie Horvath HPat Holscher, given by Patti Michaelson 
HLiz Collins, given by Bob Col- lins HEd Decker, Ida Glaza, given by 
Elizabeth Glaza HSchmidt Family, Partyka Family, given by Ron and Pau-
lette Schmidt HBryan Kalder Family, Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Spas, given by 
Margaret and Leonard Spas HPriests of the Archdiocese of Detroit, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerald Roubal, given by Joan Cooney HGlen Gray, Trang Gray, 
Erika Gray, Gretchen Walker, Alexis Walker, Carl Vetillard, given by Mrs. 
Christine Gray HThe “Unborn,” given by Donald P. and Mary Ann 
Williams HChris Hansen, Rachel Faitel, Laura Cascos, Elena Cascos, Kate 
Faitel, Clare Faitel, Ben Faitel, Em- manuel Faitel, given by Mary Cascos 
HFather Delonay, Father Nowak, given by Virginia Yezbick HSamantha 
Heasley, given by Anne Lumetta HPat Holscher, Laurie Masiara, given by Lucille A. Chesney HVincent M. Kenson, Sa-
cred Heart Medical Centre: Stephen W. Bishop, MD; Jeffrey P. Berger, MD; Kelly L. Arenz, DO; and Staff, given by Mrs. 
Kimberly K. Kenson HOur Parents, given by Kathleen O’Reilly H Leonard Family, DiPonio Family, given by James A. 
Leonard HJerome Klaes, given by Mary Ann Bodary HThe MacLachlan/Cascos Family, The Clark/Hansen Family, given 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 
Lights for Life Remembrances

(Lighting Ceremony took place December 6)

LIGHTS
For LIFE
Right to Life LIFESPAN 

®

IN MEMORY OF: HCharlotte Labinski, given by Jane Selwa HMr. and Mrs. Walter Burdis, Catherine Ma-
honey, given by Catherine A. Burdis HTheresa Hutira, Florence Jaskulski, given by Vivian Hutira HRaymond 
Jankowski, given by Carol Irvine HJames V. Seewald, Mary Assunta Camiller, given by Joanne and Frank Ca-
miller HMatthew J. Seger, Mary Ann Seger, given by Bob and Joan Pawlak HChester Rule, Ed Shedlowsky, Ardella   
Shedlowsky, given by Bruce and Sandy Rule HDeceased Members of the Reischel and Schepansky 
Families, given by The Schepansky Family HJudy Warner, Tony Darga, given by Diane Kurgan 
HGerald and Evelyn Head, Ed and Flo Langiewicz, given by Craig and Debra Head HMr. and Mrs. Stefan 
Kosnac, Mr. and Mrs. Steven Godowitch, given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shannon HAlec Cunningham, 
Les Wiley, James Wiley, Leocadia Rumpz, Sylvester Rumpz, Darlene Kondracki, Kenneth McMann, June 
McMann, given by Eric and Eileen Brandt HRichard Condit, given by Martha Condit HDeceased Members of 
the Decker Family, Deceased Members of the Glaza Family, given by Elizabeth Glaza HNancy Guy, given 
by Thomas R. Guy HMargaret Gibbons, Therese Tomilo, given by Mary Tomilo HJohn Moultrup, Mary 
Kohls, given by Helen Moultrup HPaul Wasylon, given by Rita Wasylon HMildred Zakula, Helena 
Coundiff, given by Tara Brackney HCharolette Shea, given by Kathleen Bruno HLucille Fenn, George 
Zubel, given by Patricia Gates HMary F. Hamel, Oliver D. Hamel, given by Jerome Hamel HBarbara 
Roberts, Edwin Roberts, given by Curt and Ann Marie Horvath HJoe and Rose, Jean and Dan, given 
by Mary Ellen Menninger HHarry and Mary Lou Pheney, Cliff Moening, given by Joanne L. Moening 
HRonald Ortopan, Susan Ortopan, given by El- len Ortopan HJoseph J. Carr, given by Joan T. Carr 
HPaul and Grace Plante, Germaine and Ed La Pointe, given by Connie La Pointe HLawrence J. 
Lark, Sr., given by Anne Lark HSuzanne Clay- pole, Renee Bondy, Doris O’Callaghan, Sandy 
Gallagher, given by Ed and Jeannine  Meade HHillary, given by George and Pam Stephens 
HMatilda Bettega, Frank Bettega, Jessie Sowers, given by John and Bev Bettega HPeggy 
Altenburg, given by Margaret Burger HRita Schade, Peggie Kelly, James M. Kelly, given 
by Rich and Maureen Dreslinski HAgnes Decker, Theodore Glaza. given by Elizabeth 
Glaza HPat Gustitus, given by Robert Gustitus HDeceased Members of MacLean 
Family, given by Lawrence MacLean HLou Orlowski, given by Rita Orlowski 
HMy Loving Husband John, My Loving Parents, given by SophiaPelachyk HDolores 

continued on page 4

continued on page 4
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Watch for an additional listing of supporters of Lights for Life in the February/March issue of Lifespan News. 
Donation received after this issue went to press will be listed in the following newsletter.

IN MEMORY OF:  

Lights for Life Remembrances
continued from page 3

IN HONOR OF:  

Pipp, Grace Pipp, given by Robert Pipp HAl Ruiz, given by Mary Ellen Ruiz HBryan, Martha, Mary, Frank and Bob, Nick and 
Stella, given by Margaret and Leonard Spas HThomas Young, Margaret Young, John E. Salada, Verna M. Salada, given by Mary 
Jane Young HRev. James F. Trent Jr.,  Ernest (Russ) Cullen, Hugh Copland, Brett Lally, Anna J. Stanley, James F. Trent Sr., Bernice 
M. Trent, Jerome Stanley, Pauline Borovsky, Frank Borovsky, given by George and Dorian Borovsky HJoan Williams, given by 
Yodit Brooks HSally Ehlen, given by Jenny Conely HConner Toth, Kerry Kerby, Marian Drenikowski, given by Joan Cooney; 
HKevin Crowley, Patrick Crowley, given by William and Christine Crowley HStella Majcher, Jozef Majcher, Zofia Telka, Stanley 
Telka, given by Majcher Family HLogan Gray, Jerry Gray, given by Mrs. Christine Gray HRichard Hesch, given by Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Hesch HRay Hunsanger, given by Mary Husson HNeil and Martha Dichtel, Henry and Stephanie Krolak, given by Don 
and Sharon Kieliszewski HAlbert Kisner, given by Elaine Kisner HSister Ann Kostrzewa, given by Bill and Lynn Kostrzewa 
HBill Lemmer, Deceased Members of Family, given by Betty Lemmer HJill Milosch, Jeff Milosch, Maria Rose Perenich, given 
by Geraldine Milosch HGail Poeppe Menna, given by Margery A. Poeppe HRandt Deceased, Szpaichler Deceased, given by 
Maryann and Dennis Randt HDr. and Mrs. H. C. McDonald, Pauline Kopeck, given by Dorothy Sechrist HEllery Damian Signori, 
Tristan Girbich, given by Elda Signori HGeorge Stanton, Beatrice Stanton, given by Patricia Stanton HThomas M. Gladden, 
given by Bernadette Gladden HGeorge Yezbick, Zoran Family, given by Virginia Yezbick HAngel Babies, Jake, Carolyn and 
Erin, Deceased Members of Quinn Family, Deceased Members of Kaczmar Family, given by Mr. and Mrs. E. Kaczmar HEugene 
Ellsworth, given by Judith Ellsworth HThomas Voss, given by Anne Lumetta HBarbara Walsh Davies, given by Carol and 
Robert Janosko HRosalind Ann Nichols, Rena Marie Halstead, given by Charles Oldani HTheodore Konopka, given by Stella 
Konopka HSophia and Adam Chesney, Bob and Herb Chesney, given by Lucille A. Chesney HShirley Veit, Norbert Veit, given 
by Susan Wilcox HThomas W. Hawver, given by Mrs. Kimberly K. Kenson HJennifer Boatright, Gloria Glaab, given by Joanne 
Cafarelli HMr. and Mrs. John M. Lynch, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Reiss, given by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Reiss HJohn McEnhill, 
Geraldine McEnhill, given by Our Lady of Refuge Church HHelen Gustina, given by Mary Ann Bodary HFrank S. Fary, Sylvia 
Fary, Florence Dunec, Joseph Stricker, Margaret Stricker, given by Frank and Joanne Fary HAchellie Lochinski, given by Joel and 
Therese Buczkowski HBernice Skolnik, Frank Skolnik, given by Nancy Wade HMable Banks, Billy Joe Banks, given by Deborah 
Polasky HDoug David, given by Ray David  HThomas Thewes, given by Beverly Thewes HBarney McClorey, Theresa McClorey, 
Joseph and Mary Barnes, given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Barnes HRaymond J. Gostomski, Jennifer St. Onge-Purchiss, Joseph 
M. Gostomski, Sophie M. Gostomski, Ferenc Tislerics, Maria Tislerics, given by Rosalie and Frank Tislerics HCecilia Schuster, 
Walter Schuster, given by Valerie Schuster HDolores Grotewoht, Lorraine Lambert, given by Connie Kanclerz HDr. Robert V. 
Librecht, given by John T. Scannell HMarilyn Jankowski, Leonard Jankowski, given by Jean and Jim Stolzenfeld HO’Connell 
Family, given by Shirley O’Connell HMargaret Spas, given by Cecilia and Jack Massarello HBob Holscher, given by his family, 
Anna and Frank Holscher and Mary Ann, Leroy, Rosemarie Temerowski and Francis, Ora and John Jones, Jack and Pennie 
Jones, Marge and Jim Evans, Dotty Church, Kathleen Czerwinski, Katie Robertson, given by Pat Holscher HHerman Wagner, 
Virginia Wagner, Marie Schraml, Ferdinand Schraml, Sr. Jude Jochum, Sr. Jean Phillip Lucid, Jean Hall, Dori Miller, given by 
Karen and Ken Patrosso HNorv Trombley, given by Diane Trombley HRichard A. Kirsch, Beverly J. Polera, given by Kathy 
Polera HBob Pepper, given by Colleen Woodcox HRose and Joe Macaluso, Harold and Kathleen Monahan, given by Kevin 
and Kelly Monahan HDavid Sulkowski, Lawrence Rucinski, given by Gloria Sulkowski HRichard Masiarak, given by Laurie 
Masiarak and Family HMarsha Van Hoey, given by Ed Van Hoey and Family HJohn and Mina Vigliotti, Louis and Catherine 
Vigliotti and Family, Julian Fagelman, Fr. John Donahue, given by Jerry and Diane Fagelman HCharles and Jessie Spietz and 
Family, Dorothy Spietz, Edna Spietz, Gus Chipp, given by Judy Vigliotti HGregory Czorny, Vincent Debono, given by Mary 
Debono HAda C. Baryo, William J. Baryo, given by James H. Baryo HRita Marie and Peter Yavello, James Kendrick, given by 
Larry and Pat Yavello HJoan Weyhe, Debbie Ables, Virgil Ables, Crysta Tatro, Charles (Bud) Ables, Raymond Zips, given by 
Courtney Zips HMr. and Mrs. Jerome and Betty Wieber, Mr. and Mrs. Milton and Helen Weber, given by Anita Weber HMaria, 
Sarah and Jacob, given by Sylvia Pfiester HClara Weinand, Jennie Giordano, Richard Weinand, given by Joseph and Marilyn 
Giordano HJackie Watkins; Vince Hrit, Tim, Jerry, Maureen and Denise Watkins, Georgette Hrit, given by Don Watkins.

by Christina and Tony Hansen HGeorgeanne Lochinski, given by Joel and Therese Buczkowski HRobert I. Mullen, given by 
Dolores M. Mullen HMargaret Joyce, Dr. John Joyce, given by Beverly Thewes H U.S.A. Troops, given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Barnes HHelen Sulkoski, given by Connie Kanclerz HVolunteers…the everyday heroes! given by Colleen Virag HMy children: 
Judi, Bob Jr., Jeff and Bill; My grandchildren: Jen, Jake, Ben, Jack and Charlie, given by Pat Holscher HOlivia Gorsuch, Hailey 
Gorsuch, Miranda Gorsuch, Morgan Gorsuch, Nick Gorsuch, Reilly Burchart, Zack Burchart, given by Karen and Ken Patrosso 
HDolores Salvia, Patricia Kelly, Mary Cassar, given by Colleen Woodcox HAmy and Bob Jones and Sons, Laura and David 
Fox, John and Shirley Darnell, Linda and Cliff Smith, Father William Tindall, Jean Darnell, given by Launa and Alan Wakenhut 
HMy children: Matthew, Marc, Luke, Mary and Elizabeth, My grandchildren: Rayann, Kassidy, Nathan, Elijah and Joel, given 
by Laurie Masiarak HOur grandchildren: Jenna Elizabeth Froehlich, Dominic Christian Flores, given by Rick and Sharon Neal 
HAmanda Debono, for birth of new baby girl, given by Mary DeBono HMichael Weinand, Milton Giordano, given by Joseph 
and Marilyn Giordano HDavid Cisco, given by Sharon Cisco.
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Pro-Life Student Essay Contest Winners

First-Place Essay

Emily: My Pro-Life Hero
Elizabeth Tyburski, 17, 

of Grosse Ile, 
is a senior at

Grosse Ile High School

Three metro Detroit teens won savings bonds in Lifespan’s Pro-Life Student Essay Contest, “Who is Your Pro-Life Hero?”
The first-place prize of a $500 savings bond will be awarded to Elizabeth Tyburski, 17, of Grosse Ile,  a senior,  at Grosse 

Ile High School. Elizabeth is the daughter of Julie and James Tyburski. Elizabeth is a member of the youth group at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. She has a younger sister, Emily, the inspiration for her essay, and an older brother, Jeff. She is involved in many 
clubs, sports and student council. She plans to study Foreign Language and Linguistics in college.

The second-place winner, Theresa Valentic, 15, of  Sterling Heights, is a sophomore who, along with five siblings, is home-
schooled through Kolbe Academy. Theresa would like to pursue a career in the medical field as a physician or nurse practitioner. 
She will be presented with a $200 savings bond. Theresa’s parents are Julie and Joe Valentic. 

The third-place winner of a $100 bond is Emily Chudy, 17, of Sterling Heights, a senior at Seton Home Study School. Emily’s 
parents are Frank and Gerri Chudy; she has two older brothers. Emily enjoys reading, playing the piano and baking.

The savings bonds will be awarded at the Rally for Life in Troy, on Saturday, January 21; see flier on page 15 for details. 
 We want to thank the judges who had the difficult job of choosing the winners from the many excellent entries:

When Kathryn McEwen was born in 1965, the doctors told her parents that she had Spina Bifida and was not expected to 
live more than a few months (one of the doctors wanted to withhold food and water so that she would die). Her parents lovingly 
embraced the challenge of raising her. Kathryn has been involved with Lifespan for about 10 years and works for pro-life candidates 
during election years. She enjoys painting acrylic Christian images and abstract digital art.

Virginia Rybicki graduated in the spring of 2011 from Oakland University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. She is 
currently working on completion of an historical fiction novel. In addition to writing, she is doing some teaching and tutoring within 
the home school community. She attends Ss. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic Church and is the oldest of six children.

Marti Miller is retired from University Liggett School after 23 years where one of her jobs was proofing. She has been a 
publicist for First English Lutheran Church where she is a member as well as various universities and associations. She has also 
written press releases. She works occasionally for an ad agency as a proofreader. Her husband died two years ago and she has filled 
her time with meaningful diversions that keep her on track.  

Carl Lenze became an active prolifer at the age of 13 when Roe v. Wade made abortion legal, writing a letter to the President 
voicing his concerns. He has been actively involved in Teachers Saving Children, a pro-life teachers association. He is a teacher 
of History and English at Garden City High School, working there for 27 years, and where he also sponsors Garden City High 
School Students for Life.

A hero is someone one looks up to. A hero is a person 
who makes choices for the common good, and is a 
leader. When one hears the word hero, what does 

he or she think of? Typically we think of superheroes, such 
as Superman and Spiderman. Or, we think of everyday 
heroes, people like policemen and firefighters. Usually, our 
heroes are older, bigger, and stronger than us. However, 
my hero fits a different mold. Her name is Emily, and 
although she is younger than I am, she is bigger in heart 
and stronger in purpose. 

Emily attended a mission at her church—an actor had 
come to perform the gospels. After his performance, he 
told his story, and mentioned that he was blacklisted from 
Hollywood acting roles after speaking out at a pro-life 
rally. This deeply disturbed Emily. When she got home 
she researched abortion, and discovered how terrible it 
all really was. Emily decided she must do something.  
She knew abortion was wrong, it completely horrified 
her, and she wanted to take a stand against it. So she did.  
Emily decided to create the Run for the Unborn, a run to 
increase awareness about abortion and to raise funds for 
pro-life causes.

She enlisted the help of her church, who agreed to host 
the run, and her youth group, who volunteered at the 
run. She made phone calls, met with representatives from 
Southern Downriver Right to Life, and found donors.  She 

approached people, fearlessly, asking them to support her 
run, without even knowing if they were pro-life or pro-
choice. She made sure all the details were in place: she 
designed t-shirts, got a hold of a timing clock, and made 
sure there would be a first aid station. She did all this, and 
she was only twelve. 

June 13, 2009 was the date set for the first annual Run 
for the Unborn. There were one mile and five mile runs 
planned. Everything was in place, there were police block-
ing roads, people were working the course, and the clock 
was set to time. No one knew what to expect.  Emily was 
there, running around welcoming people as they came in 
to register. Then she began her welcoming speech, telling 
the story of her inspiration and how much this all meant 
to her. After that, the races began, with Emily herself be-

continued on page 6
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ing a participant in both the one mile run and the five 
mile run. 

The race was an incredible success. With over 200 par-
ticipants from all over the area, over $5,000 was collected 
and donated to local crisis pregnancy centers and other 
pro-life organizations.  As far as spreading awareness, free 
t-shirts were given to every race participant, and educa-
tional pamphlets were available at registration.

Since the first Run for the Unborn, there has been 
one every year. In June 2010 the youth group fundraised 
over $2,600 and donated the money to the Lincoln Park 
Crisis Pregnancy Center. In June 2011 they raised $3,500 
and donated the money, again, to the Lincoln Park Crisis 
Pregnancy Center. This annual event has educated many 
people about abortion, and how terrible it truly is. Emily 
has started a movement, a movement to help those who 
cannot speak for themselves. A movement to educate oth-
ers about the importance of life. A movement about how 
all lives count and matter. A movement to inform others 
about the pains and consequences of abortion. 

Besides the run, Emily spoke at the 2010 Southern 
Downriver Right to Life Pastor’s luncheon about her story, 
her inspiration, and how she feels that young people need 
to be better educated about abortion. She stressed the 
importance of talking about abortion to teenagers, about 
how it not only destroys a life, but hurts the parents of 
the unborn child. She stated how “… just a brief mention 
about abortion, caused me to ask questions. Information 
made available to me, especially geared to youth, helped 
me find answers.”

Emily is my sister. And although she is younger than 
I am, I look up to her. She is an inspiration for many. 
Everyone notices things that are wrong with the world; 
few do anything to change it. Emily is one of the few. She 
is a leader. She is the strong voice for those who have no 
voice at all, and the caring soul for the helpless. She is my 
pro-life hero. n

First-Place Essay
Emily: My Pro-Life Hero
continued from page 5

Theresa Valentic,
15, of Sterling Heights, 

is a sophomore
who is homeschooled,
 with Kolbe Academy

Second-Place Essay

Angel of Love
During World War II there were many humanitar-

ians, but none as great as Irena Sendler. She was 
born Irena Krzyzanowsk on February 15, 1910 in 

Outtwock Poland. She was raised in a small house by her 
father; a physician who gave up his own life to treat those 
infected with tuberculosis. Most of the patients he treated 
were poor Jews who were denied treatment by all other 
doctors, including his coworkers. His immense love for 
life greatly inspired Irena to help those in need. After his 
death, the leaders of the Jewish community offered to pay 
for her education. As an adult, Irena sought to repay their 
kindness and joined the Zegota resistance—an organiza-

tion whose express purpose was to aid the country’s Jews 
and find places of safety for them. She was employed as a 
social worker and was heavily involved in charity work 
as a humanitarian.

In 1939, the German Nazis invaded and terrorized 
Poland, killing thousands of innocent people. Those left 
alive were taken to concentration camps as prisoners. Men, 
women, and children of all ages were forced to work as 
slaves, beaten daily, and put to death when found too weak 
to function. Irena was sickened by the thought of innocent 
people especially children being treated like animals and 
decided it was time to take action.  She believed that sav-
ing these children was what she was meant to do, even if 
that meant risking her own life. If she was caught, Irena 
would be thrown in prison and put to death. Although 
she knew the fate which awaited her, she could not stand 
by and let these children die. 

Irena disguised herself as a nurse, so that she could 
secretly meet with many Jewish families. During these 
meetings she explained to the parents how imperative it 
was for her to temporarily remove the children. She would 
safely hide them in convents and good Catholic homes. 
Persuading these poor parents was not easy; however 
most of them eventually gave in for the safety of their 
children. Irena tried to go back and persuade those who 
had refused, but most of them had already been deported 
or killed on site. 

Knowing how scared the children were, Irena tried to 
comfort them as much as she could. Unfortunately, there 
was not much time to do so. Her timing had to be precise in 
order to save both the child’s life and her own. Since there 
was no time to explain who she was, most of the children 
did not want to go. Many thought she was a bad person, 
when, in actuality, Irena was their guardian angel. In order 
to get them past enemy lines, the children were hidden in 
hygiene trucks as if they had been infected with typhus.
Because border patrol became suspicious, Irena was forced 
to hide them in tool boxes, trash cans and coffins. She wrote 
the name of every child and the location where they were 
placed on tiny scraps of paper, so that the children could 
be returned to their families when the war had ended. She 
put them in glass jars, and buried them under an apple 
tree. Irena did this as often as she could, until she was 
detained by the Gestapo on October 20, 1943. 
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While in prison, Irena was brutally beaten daily. She 
was whipped and tortured to the point of breaking both 
of her legs and feet. Although all of this had been done to 
her, she refused to give up any information…not a single 
name. She was half dead and completely immobile when 
they decided she was useless and sentenced her to death. 
However, Irena’s coworkers were successful in bribing 
one of the German soldiers. He helped facilitate her escape 
by getting her over the prison wall and adding her name 
among those executed on the public bulletin board. 

Once freed, Irena went into hiding for a while under a 
new name. She eventually married and had two children. 
By the end of the war she had saved 2,500 Jewish children. 
She lived a quiet life until 1965, when she was awarded 
the title Righteous Among Nations by the Yad Vashem 
organization in Jerusalem. In 2001 a group of teenagers 
came across an old newspaper clipping which briefly de-
scribed the incredible amount of Jewish children Irena had 
saved. Intrigued by the undersized story, they decided to 
look deeper. To their great surprise, they discovered that 
she was still alive. The four teenagers and several others 
met with Irena and were so moved by her, that they wrote 
and produced a play based on her life. After this, she was 
known all over the country. In 2003, Pope John Paul II 
personally wrote her a letter praising her for what she 
had done. She was nominated for the Nobel Peace prize of 
2008. She died on Monday, May 12, 2008 at the age of 98. 
Because of Irena’s incredible openness to life, God blessed 
her with the strength and faith to see purpose through all 
of the merciless killings of World War II.

 Irena is my pro-life hero because she vowed every 
life sacred, no matter their religion, or race. She looked 
at herself, and thought how can I stand by and watch in-
nocent children being killed. I believe that if we all had 
her pro-life attitude, we could not only save thousands, 
but millions of lives. By taking a stand, we could change 
people’s hearts; gaining their voices in speaking out to make 
abortion illegal forever. I do not know what you believe, 
or if you agree with me, but I would love to be blessed 
with the faith and courage she had in every aspect of life. 
Irena is without a doubt, an inspiration, and an incredible 
humanitarian. n

Third-Place Essay

A Witness to Life
My pro-life hero is Deacon Gerald Smigell because 

he is an excellent model of what it means to be 
a witness to life. On January 22, 2006, the thirty-

third anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, he gave a 
stirring homily in defense of life. The Gospel reading that 
day described how Jesus called His first few disciples.  
Deacon Gerald explained that these first disciples were 
to be Jesus’ witnesses in a particular way, then he went 
on to exhort us about how necessary it is to be witnesses 
for the cause of life. Although this homily was over five 
and a half years ago, I remember it well, because it was 
this homily that made me want to do something to get 
involved with the pro-life cause.  

 For the past eleven years, Deacon Gerald has been very 
actively involved with the organization Helpers of God’s 
Precious Infants. Each week, he and his wife stand in front 
of abortion mills on 8 Mile Road. There, they pray and 
counsel women who are going in to have abortions. By the 
grace of God, their efforts have resulted in many babies’ 
lives being saved. 

Frequently, Deacon Gerald shares with us, in his homi-
lies, stories of women who have “turned” and made the 
choice to keep their babies. Recently, he related a particu-
larly charming story about a deaf and mute woman who 
went into the abortion mill where Deacon was sidewalk 
counseling that day. The woman spent a long time inside; 
she emerged after several hours, and approached Deacon 

Emily Chudy,
17, of Sterling Heights, 

is a senior,
 at Seton Home Study 

School

Gerald, a huge smile lighting up her face. She gave him 
a double thumbs-up. Next, she folded her hands as if in 
prayer, and then pointed up to the sky, indicating the role 
God had played in her decision to keep her baby, and then 
gave Deacon a big hug. 

Deacon Gerald is also nearly always present at the prayer 
vigils which Helpers sponsors about four times a year.  His 
faithful presence at these vigils is a powerful witness to 
the importance of promoting the culture of life.
 Helpers of God’s Precious Infants is not the only pro-life 
work that Deacon Gerald does, however. He has also 
been involved in the 40 Days for Life movement. During 
the most recent 40 Days for Life campaigns, our parish has 
adopted one of the days to pray in front of an abortion 
mill. On our parish’s day in March, the weather was very 
cold, and on our day in October, it was raining. Despite 
the inclement weather, Deacon Gerald and his wife led 
the prayers outside the abortion mill for several hours on 
each of those days. 

Deacon Gerald also frequently gives pro-life talks to 
groups at conferences. For example, he recently spoke at 
the “Building Bridges to a Culture of Life” pro-life youth 
conference.
 Through all the years that I have been blessed to know 
him, Deacon Gerald Smigell has been an inspiration to 
me in many ways, in particular, by his faithfulness and 
dedication to witnessing to the dignity of all human 
life. n
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President
President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C.  20500
Opinion Line:  202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5
Fax Number:  202-456-2461
Web contact: www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
Dear Mr. President:
 
U.S. Senators
The Honorable (Carl Levin, Debbie Stabenow)
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.  20510
202-224-3121
Website/Email: www.levin.senate.gov/
Website/Email: www.stabenow.senate.gov/
     
Dear Senator (last name):

U.S. Representatives
The Honorable (first and last name)
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.  20515
202-224-3121
Website/Email: www.house.gov/  
Dear Congressman/Congresswoman (last name):

Governor
The Honorable Rick Snyder
P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI  48909
517-373-3400
Opinion Line: 517-335-7858
Website: www.michigan.gov/snyder
Email: Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov
Dear Governor Snyder:

Michigan State Senator 
The Honorable (full name) 
P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI  48909
517-373-1837
Web contact: www.senate.mi.gov/      
Dear Senator (last name): 

Michigan State Representative
The Honorable (full name) 
P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, MI  48909
517-373-1837
Web contact: www.house.mi.gov/      
Dear Representative (last name):

Contact Information

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
“Abortion Express Train” 
Derailed in Senate!

To the surprise of many, an at-
tempt by Senate Democrat leaders to 
fast-track a funding bill laden with 
pro-abortion provisions, on November 
15, ran into an immovable procedural 
wall—erected by a group of pro-life 
senators with the strong encourage-
ment of National Right to Life.

Pro-abortion Senate Democrat 
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nv.) attempted 
to move to the Senate floor a so-called 
“mini-bus”—a measure combining 
three different appropriations bills.  
This combo bill contained seven differ-
ent provisions objected to by National 
Right to Life.

Among other offensive provisions 
were sections that would have re-
moved an existing ban on government 
funding of abortion in the District 
of Columbia, removed a longstand-
ing ban on coverage of abortion in 
federal employees’ health plans, and 
earmarked $40 million for the United 
Nations Population Fund.

In addition, the bill contained a 
provision authored by Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg (D-NJ) that would have 
prevented any future president from 
curbing funding of pro-abortion or-
ganizations overseas. The last three 
Republican presidents have denied 
overseas family-planning funds to 
private organizations that perform 
or promote abortion (the so-called 
“Mexico City Policy”).

Senate rules do not allow appro-
priations bills to be combined in the 
way that Reid attempted, except by 
“unanimous consent,” meaning that 
each senator had the right to object 
and prevent the combination bill 
from advancing. Such “unanimous 
consent” has been achieved in the 
past, for other multi-bills that did not 
contain pro-abortion provisions. 

But pro-life Senator David Vitter 
(R-La.) took to the Senate floor to 
deny Reid the “unanimous consent” 
that was required. Vitter was joined 
by other pro-life senators, including 
Jim DeMint (R-SC), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), 
and Mike Lee (R-Utah).

“National Right to Life commends 
Senators DeMint, Vitter, Paul, Lee, and 
their allies for courageously derail-
ing the Abortion Express Train,” said 
NRLC Legislative Director Douglas 
Johnson.

National Right to Life Committee
 News Today, November 15, 2011

Prenatal Nondiscrimination
In early December, Congressman 

Frank Trent (R-AZ) reintroduced 
the Prenatal Nondiscrimination Act 
(PRENDA). 

Hearings were held on Dec 6, 2011 
where members of the House Judiciary 
Committee learned that PRENDA 
would prohibit knowingly performing 
or financing sex-selection abortion and 
race-based abortions. 

A “sex-selection abortion” is 
one undertaken for the purposes of 
eliminating an unborn child of the 
undesired sex. By definition, such 
abortions do not implicate health of 
the mother but are motivated by the 
sex of the baby. 

Similar circumstances occur for 
“race-selection abortions” which seem 
to be an act of race-based violence, 
predicated on race discrimination.

Credit Where It Is Due
Kathleen Sebelius, director of HHS, 

went against the recommendation of 
the FDA and refused permission for 
Emergency Contraception (Plan B) to 
be available as an over-the-counter 
drug, available to anyone without a 
prescription, regardless of age. 

The President, while maintaining 
he had nothing to do with the decision, 
stated that he agreed with it. 

Sebelius stated that she didn’t 
believe enough studies had been 
presented concerning how the drug 
affects the bodies of teenage girls who 
may take it. 

This issue, among others, was 
raised by pro-life organizations early 
on in the debate.
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund

RESOURCE BOOK 2012 
Advertising Contract

This book will contain pro-life informational material that will be used throughout the year. Your ad represents 
support for Lifespan’s educational efforts. Fill out the form below and send it to us with your remittance included. 
Deadline for submission is Friday, March 30, 2012.

Advertising Contract:   I wish to publish _________________ page ad for the sum of $______________
  Please run _______ last year’s ad  _______ enclosed, new ad
    _______ E-mailed ad 

Full page (7 x 10)
$280

Inside front cover
$325

Back cover (inside)
$325

Back cover (outside)
$525

Half page (7 x 5)
$165

1/4 page
(3.5 x 5)

$115

Because of the difficulty of working with various formats, we prefer to receive pdf files, at 300 dpi, all fonts em-
bedded, sent by e-mail to mkobradley@verizon.net, indicating “Lifespan Resource Book Ad” in the subject line. 
In the case of electronic submissions, please send contract and check by post to the address below. You may also 
send a hard copy, camera-ready ad. If you are not able to submit camera-ready art work, we will help you with 
your ad; call us. Payment must accompany ad and contract. Advertisers will be sent a copy of the Resource Book 
upon request only. Lifespan reserves the right to refuse any advertisement it deems unsuitable.

A complimentary dinner ticket to the 2012 Celebrate Life Dinner on Tuesday, May 8 will be given to any indi-
vidual for every $200 worth of new ads obtained for the Resource Book. The ad seller’s signature must appear on 
the contract below when the ad and remittance is received by Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund.

Contact Person _______________________________________Area Code/Phone ____________________

Name of Advertiser ______________________________________ E-mail____________________________

Address _________________________________________City ___________________ Zip _________

Ad Seller’s Signature ________________________________ Area Code/Phone ______________________

_______ Yes, please send me a copy of the 2012 Resource Book.

1/8 page
(3.5 x 2.5)

$65

Make checks payable and mail to:
Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund, 29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545, Livonia, MI 48152

For further information, call 248-478-8878 or e-mail: mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org

Contributions to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund are deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Income Tax purposes.

®
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1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G 
Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-1546 • Fax 248-816-9066
e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9-3
Irene Tharp, Director
Diane Trombley, Ofc. Mgr. 
Lynn Gura, Ofc. Staff

oakland/macomb

Our Wishes for the New Year
We can achieve them, have them and 

practice them—if we believe we can.

H… ...hearing the voices of loved ones 
 far away

A…… appreciating success and sharing it

P…… .praising the success of others

P…… preparing a surprise for 
 someone else

Y…… you need to love yourself in order  
 to love others

Words of Wisdom
“Many people want to punish you for speaking the truth, for 
being correct, for being you. Never apologize for being correct, 
or for being years ahead of your time. If you are right, and you 
know it, speak your mind. Even if you are a minority of one, the 
truth is still the truth.”   —Ghandi

Easy-to-keep New Year’s Resolution--
renew your membership with Lifespan!!!!

N……never despairing

E .........exalt in the joy of new life

W… ..walking in the shoes of others and being 
 grateful for  your own

Y…… .you are loved—BELIEVE IT

E…… .elevate the ordinary to the extraordinary

A…… always looking for the best in others

R…… realizing goals must be set but understanding  
 they might not be met

Dear Friends, 
The holidays are behind us, but I would 

like to share with you one of the best presents 
I received. It was a beautiful letter from one 
of the sweetest young ladies I know. With her 
permission, here is her note:
Dear Karen, 

I’m Jade and I am 13 years old. My grandpar-
ents talk about Wee Care often. My mother was 
unwed and needy. There were provisions that she 
could not afford. My grandparents called Wee 
Care and spoke to you. Even back then they could 
remember how kind everyone was.  I have been told 
that you gave me diapers, toys, books, toddler cups 
and so many other wonderful things. I want to 
say thank you for allowing God to allow His light 
to shine in you.You are a walking bible. Love is 
flowing. God bless you with the kindness and 
compassion you show to others, and thank you 
for all you did for me. Sincerely, Jade” 

All material and monetary donations to Wee Care are tax-deductible. Checks 
must be made payable to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund.

A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN
Educational Fund
29200 Vassar, Ste. 545, Livonia, MI 48152-2193
Phone 248-478-8884 • Fax 248-478-8854
Office Hours: By appointment
Karen Patrosso, Director

wee care Needless to say, this is a thank 
you note to all of YOU!  Many of you 
may have donated those baby items 
to Jade so many years ago. Many of 
you prayed for our newborns back 
in 1998 and those “babies,” and all 
of our Wee Care babies, are ALWAYS 
in our prayers.

I have had Jade’s picture (being 
held in her grandfather’s arms) 
on my bulletin board for thirteen 

years. What a blessing it is to know that that precious 
baby has turned into such a beautiful 
teenager—both inside and out. Her 
grandparents have surrounded her 
with their love and God’s love.

I often say that you will never 
know how you have touched oth-
ers and made a difference in their 
lives. Because of you, Wee Care has 
helped over 10,000 babies. What a 
beautiful world this would be if many 
turned out like Jade! Thank you for all you do. God bless 
you all and God bless you, Jade. I am sure that even more 
babies will be helped because of your special letter—which 
I will treasure.    —Love, Karen
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wayne county/downriver
14600 Farmington Rd., Ste. 108, Livonia, MI 48154-5431
Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116
e-mail: wwdr@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-4; Friday Closed
Patricia Holscher, Director; Laurie Masiarak, Ofc. Mgr.

Kroger Customers!
Lifespan is enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards 

Program. A percentage of the purchases of all those who 
register their Kroger Plus cards 
online will be rewarded back to 
Lifespan! This is a great way to 
help fund our pro-life efforts; 
we encourage everyone to reg-
ister online for this program!

Go online to: www.kroger-
communityrewards.com and be 
sure to have your Kroger Plus 
card handy to register your 

card. (If you do not yet have a Kroger Plus card, they are 
available at the customer service desk at any Kroger.) Most 
participants are new online customers, so they must click 
on “Create an Account.”  Sign up for a Kroger Rewards 
Account by entering your email address and creating a 
password. Enter your zip code for the Kroger store nearest 
you. Enter your Kroger Plus Card number. Confirm your 
info and agree to terms and conditions. You will then get 
a message to check your email inbox and click on the link 
within the body of the email to activate your account. 
Log onto your account and use your email address and 
password to sign in. Click on “Edit Community Rewards 

Program” and input Lifespan’s NPO number 83138, click 
“Search,” select “Right to Life - Lifespan Ed Fund,” and 
save selection. 

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for Lifespan 
until after you register your card online as described 
above. ALSO, KROGER REQUIRES THAT YOU RE-
REGISTER EVERY APRIL.  If you need more information, 
see “frequently asked questions” on the Kroger website 
or call Lifespan at 248-478-8878. 

Shop Amazon.com 
Lifespan has joined AmazonAssociates, an affiliate 

program with amazon.com. When you visit Lifespan’s 
website, you will find a link to amazon.com on our 
Events page. If you use this link to amazon.com and 
make a purchase, Lifespan 
will receive a percentage of 
your sale. What a great way 
to shop AND protect human 
life—all at the same time! 
See the events section on 
www.rtl-lifespan.org and 
click on the Amazon link on 
the Events page (3rd item) to shop today and help Lifespan 
in our mission to protect all human life!

HELP LIFESPAN THE EASY WAY!

In Appreciation
My thanks to the Wayne County/Downriver Chapter 

Board of Directors and our many members and volun-
teers who have persevered through another year of legal 
abortions. The assault on the unborn and their mothers 
continues. Along with abortion, we now have euthanasia, 
embryonic stem cell research, cloning, assisted suicide, etc. 
to worry about, all of which originate from the acceptance 
of legalized abortion. In 2012, the pro-life ranks will have 
to dig in their heels and stand united. We must, and will, 
remain watchful, diligent and always prayerful.
 
Thank You

The 2011 Christmas card season was successful due to 
the generosity and cooperation of many pastors, church 
representatives, distributors and helpers who spent many 
hours making Lifespan cards available. And lastly, to those 
who purchased cards, we thank you for your loyalty to 
Lifespan by supporting necessary fundraising. Thank you 
also to all those who purchased Entertainment Books. 

A new pro-life group has formed at University of 
Michigan-Dearborn. You do not have to be a U of M 

student to join. Contact: lifematters.umd@gmail.com for 
more information.

Mass for the Unborn and Rose Ceremony
A Mass for the Unborn and To End Abortion will be 

offered at Our Lady of Good Council Church, North Territo-
rial Road, just west of Beck Road in Plymouth Township, 
on Wednesday, January 25, at 7:00 p.m. with a Rosary for 
Life at 6:30 p.m. The celebrant will be Rev. Charles White. 
This year, 2012, marks the 39th anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton abortion 
decisions. A rose ceremony will take place during Mass. 
In our ceremony, persons representing each year since the 
1973 Supreme Court decisions, will take a rose to the cradle 
placed before the altar, remembering the women who have 
suffered…and the unborn children who have died…as a 
result of abortion. A short reflection  will be read for each 
year. This is a very inspiring experience. If you were born 
after January 22, 1973, and would like to participate in the 
rose ceremony, call LIFESPAN at 734-422-6230.

Light a Candle—Dispel the Darkness
Join other pro-lifers by placing a luminary outside 

your home or church, to burn through the night on Sat-
urday night, January 21 or on Sunday night, January 22, 
memorializing the 54,000,000 unborn babies who have 
been killed legally by abortions in America. Kits include 
a candle, white bag and instructions. All you need for the 
bottom of the bag for weight is sand, kitty litter, baking 
soda, rock salt, potting soil, etc. Be a living witness for 
Life. Call now to reserve your kit.
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You are invited…
to the 5th annual Born to be a Lady Modest Fashion Show!

A Very Special Event for Daughters and Mothers

     Featuring Brooke Burns  
Education Director of Arizona Right to Life 

and Dynamic Speaker**

**For more information, go to www.foundationforlifeandlove.org.

Date and Time:  Saturday, March 24, 2012 from 12:00-3:00 p.m. 
(doors will open at 11:00 a.m.)

Location: Ss. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic Church, 41233 Ryan Road, 
Sterling Heights (near the northwest corner of Ryan and 18 Mile Roads)

 Cost: $20.00 per person (includes light luncheon, desserts, beverages and
a 5x7 studio portrait of each attendee and guest)

Registration Deadline: March 19, 2012 (late fee $25.00 per person)        
Seating is limited to 350 guests.  Please register soon!

Due to the nature of this most beautiful and mature subject, attendees should be 13 and older

Dress in your finest attire as this is YOUR DAY!

Our Goals for this Event: 1) to understand the importance of abstinence and purity 
2) to understand the importance of a modest appearance and a modest attitude

�) to understand what it means to be a real lady
4) to understand what clothing says about who you are 

5) to understand how to put modest outfits together and where you can find modest clothing
and �) to enhance better communication between mothers and daughters

For additional information or on-line registration, contact:  
Marilyn at 24�-�1�-�4�9, by e-mail at info@edcenterforlife.org or go to www.edcenterforlife.org 

Lynn at 24�-�1�-1�4�, by e-mail at oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org or go to www.rtl-lifespan.org 

            Organized by Young Ladies for Young Ladies!
Presented by the Pro-Life Ministry of Ss. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic Church

Sponsored by Educational Center for Life and Right to Life – LIFESPAN Educational Fund
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    THEME:  PRO-LIFE HEROISM

Eligibility:  9-12 grade students (public, private and home school); must be a resident of Wayne, Oak-
land or Macomb county and/or is a member of Right to Life – LIFESPAN, regardless of residency; can-
not be in the immediate family of a LIFESPAN Board member

Rules:  
1. The theme is “Pro-Life Heroism.”  Descriptions of heroism include but are not limited to: moral 

greatness, ability or prowess, action in the face of opposition, triumph in at least a spiritual if not 
physical form, bravery, gallantry, valor, virtue, and a hero is one who is dedicated to the creation 
and/or defense of reality-conforming, life-promoting values.  Examples include but are not 
limited to: praying outside an abortion center, volunteering at a pro-life office, pregnancy help 
center, or nursing home, helping a pregnant mom and her unborn child with monetary or mate-
rial assistance, caring for a disabled or elderly person, etc.

2. Entrants are required to submit, on a separate sheet of paper, a written explanation of their art 
work, in no more than 50 words, answering the following questions:  a) In what way(s) did you 
impart the pro-life theme in your art? b) Why is this theme important to share with others?  Each 
entry must include, on this same separate sheet of paper, neatly printed, the title of the artwork, 
the student’s name, address, phone number, age and grade, name of school/church, and the 
names of his/her parents or guardian.

3. One entry per student.  This must be the student’s own original concept, design and execution 
and may not violate any U.S. copyright laws. Portraits of heroes, scenes displaying heroic acts, 
modern art, etc. will be accepted. Use your creativity in your artwork!

4. Artwork must be 8” x 10” and oriented vertically for possible reproduction on the cover of LIFE-
SPAN’s Resource Book. The artwork must be submitted on regular art stock paper and be matted 
or mounted. Acceptable media will be watercolor, pencil, pastel, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen 
and ink. No photographic entries will be accepted.

5. Each entry will become the property of LIFESPAN, and each student who enters the contest as-
signs copyright for the entry to LIFESPAN.

6. Each entry will be considered by impartial judges selected with experience and knowledge of art. 
Judges reserve the right to award no prize winner if no entry is deemed meritorious of the prize. 
Decisions of the judges shall be final.

7. All entries must be received by Monday, March 26, 2012 and mailed or delivered to Lynn Gura, 
Youth Programs Coordinator, Right to Life – LIFESPAN, 1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, 
MI 48084-3540. Have questions? Call 248-816-1546 or e-mail oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org.

8. Winners will be notified by phone. 

Sponsored by Right to Life – LIFESPAN Educational Fund ®

Student Art Contest
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Angels Among Us
I have heard it said that there are angels all around us. They are there to guide, protect and 

help us. I believe that this is true, and I fervently hope there are angels around Lifespan as well.
You see, we really need some earthly angels. We have the opportunity to have a nationally-

recognized pro-life speaker for our 2012 Celebrate Life dinner on May 8, 2012. Her name will 
be recognized by all of you, but since we have not signed a contract yet, we cannot divulge her 
name. She is a noted speaker on Planned Parenthood and how pro-life people can act to defund this provider of 
abortion. She is young—and we all know that the future of the pro-life movement is with our young people. She is 
informed, courageous and clearly will fill a leadership role in the pro-life movement. 

The contract is not signed because we are afraid we will not be able to meet her $5000.00 honorarium and travel 
expenses. With our limited budget, it is always a struggle to attract top-quality speakers, individuals who have a 
message others want to hear and a plan of action to go with that message. So—we are searching for angels among 
us.

We need angels who would be willing to make a tax-deductible donation to the Lifespan Educational Fund in 
amounts large enough for us to meet this expense. Believe me, the speaker is worth her honorarium, and her mes-

sage will give all pro-lifers renewed hope that we can have a serious impact on the largest 
provider of abortion in the United States. 

If you are an angel, and can contribute to this effort, please send a check, made payable to 
Lifespan Educational Fund, and send it to 29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152. We 
will probably hear the flutter of wings when we open the envelope, but if you will place the 
words, “I am an angel” in the memo line of your check, we will know that there really are 
angels around us who are guiding, protecting and helping Lifespan.

—Diane Fagelman, President

Main Office Needs Copier!
Lifespan’s Main Office is in desperate need of a new 
or newer copier. If you or anyone you know would be 
able to help us purchase a new machine or be able to 
donate a copier that still has a lot of “life” in it, please 
call us at 248-478-8878. Thank you!

Steve Jobs Changed the World: 
Adoption Changed His

Life without an iPad, iPhone or iPod may be unthink-
able in the 21st Century, but if a different choice were made 
in the 20th Century, we might all still be walking around 
with PCs and Sony Walkmans.

On October 5, Steve Jobs, one of the founders of the 
technology giant, Apple, died after a battle with pancre-
atic cancer.

In 1955, Joanne Simpson became pregnant with Jobs. 
She was unwed and due to family circumstances, could not 
marry the father of Jobs. The couple decided to give Jobs 
up for adoption. When family circumstances improved, 
the couple wed, but Jobs’ adoption by Paul and Clara 
Jobs was final.

Jobs’ story shows once again that no one knows the 
potential of every human life. According to LifeNews.
com, many other well-known people were also adopted 
and given the chance to go beyond their dreams and make 
a difference in the world. These include: Charles Dickens, 
George Washington Carver, Nat King Cole, Babe Ruth, 
Dave Thomas (Wendy’s), Bo Diddley (musician/per-
former), Dan O’Brien (Olympic Decathlon Gold Medalist) 
and Faith Hill. 

“Steve Jobs is among this list of infinite possibility,” 
Ryan Bomberger, founder of the Radiance Project, wrote 
in his column, “No matter the perceived worldly success 
of an adoptee, adoption is a loving act that transforms, 
not only the life of the child, but the entire family. And, 
sometimes, the world.”

—Excerpted from The Pro-Life Reporter
Pennsylvanians for Human Life, Scranton Chapter, Fall 2011

  T
he buses are leaving…

BOOK REVIEW
Extreme Makeover - Teresa Tomeo

Popular radio host, Teresa Tomeo, knows from expe-
rience that the self-image of American women is being 
distorted by pop culture. With its emphasis on youth, 
physical beauty, and sexuality, the secular media is en-
couraging women—and girls—to see themselves pri-
marily as sex objects.

A professional TV and radio journalist, Tomeo pulls 
together the latest research on social behavior and trends 
to demonstrate that women are harming themselves and 
their chances for true happiness by adopting the thor-
oughly modern, sexually liberated lifestyle portrayed 
in magazines and movies. Packed with not only persua-
sive statistics, but also powerful personal testimonies, 
Extreme Makeover shows that it is not the slogans of the 
sexual revolution and the women’s liberation movement 
that free and dignify women, but the beautiful teachings 
of the Church.

So what are women steeped in the Hollywood and 
Cosmo girl version of reality to do? Undergo Tomeo’s 
Extreme Makeover. With the help of this book, they can 
shed the toxic messages that objectify and enslave them 
and embrace the truth about being a beloved daughter 
of God.
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Right to Life—LIFESPAN 

29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152-2193 
www.rtl-lifespan.org  

(248) 478-8878   FAX (248) 478-8854 

This year, we are doing something different for our annual January Rally!  

The “Movement in Motion” Youth Bus Trip takes off on their journey to Washington, D.C. and 
we would like you there to help send them off in a grand fashion! 

We will gather on the sidewalk of Big Beaver Road. Please park at Heritage Square, which is 
located just west of the Right to Life—LIFESPAN Oakland/Macomb office on Big Beaver Road.  
The address on the Heritage Square sign reads “Heritage Square,1719-1779” Big Beaver 
Road.   

Glow sticks/necklaces will be available so that we can see and be seen on Big Beaver Road in 
Troy.   

As you know, January 22nd marks the day of the devastating decision by the US Supreme 
Court in the case of Roe v. Wade.  We mark this anniversary in honor of all the little souls that 
have not been allowed to breathe because of Roe v. Wade.  Our “Movement in Motion” 
Youth will join other citizens in the nation’s capital to March for Life and visit our Legislators 
to urge them to remember our youngest and most innocent citizens that are still in the 
womb. 

Won’t you join us in honoring the work of our Youth and honoring those little souls that have 
been lost due to Roe v. Wade?  This is our way of rallying for a FUTURE for our littlest citi-
zens! 

No RSVP is required, just show up and join us in sending our Youth off to Washington, D.C.! 
Park in the Heritage Square parking lot at 1719 Big Beaver Rd., Troy, and meet us on the side-
walk to begin our rally! 

 

 

 

  T
he buses are leaving…

Saturday, January 21st  F  7 - 8 p.m.

RALLY WITH US!

The Essay Contest Winners will be awarded their prizes at this Rally! 
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In Loving Memory
Margaret Spas

1938 - 2011
Margaret Spas was a strong, dedicated pro-lifer who worked on 

behalf of LIFESPAN from the early years. 

In 1970, Margaret was our committee head for political action 
and legislation. At the beginning of this movement, we were not 
bogged down with the need for political action committees or all of 
the other rules and regulations that we deal with today. 

Margaret took it upon herself to become the voice for LIFESPAN 
with our legislators and those running for office. She helped de-
velop plans that educated legislators and candidates. Pro-lifers were 
not very respected or considered worth speaking with, but Margaret 
was able to reach many in public office by her persistence, kindness 
and knowledge of the issues. 

Margaret never left the movement. She was always dedicated to 
the cause—saving God’s children. She was an adjunct professor of 

Medical Sciences at Madonna University for twenty years, and we will never know the minds and 
hearts she changed by being the voice for the pre-born child, teaching students the truth about the 
beginning of life and the importance of respecting that life. She was a well-received speaker and 
writer on the subject of fetal tissue experimentation and other life issues.

Margaret, through her exuberance for life, showed what being a pro-lifer was all about. Her hus-
band, Leonard, of 49 years, her children Marie, Diane and Emilie, and grandchildren, Raymond III, 
Elizabeth, Steven, Jeremy, Donovan, Annalyse and Nels, were the center of her life. Her family and 
Lifespan were delighted to honor her as Lifespan’s Mother of the Year in 1998.

Being a part of the pro-life movement and fighting for those too small or weak to fight for them-
selves became her second calling. Margaret was a very generous supporter of Lifespan, both as a 
very active church representative and in her, and her husband Leonard’s, financial support. In 2009, 
Margaret won the $10,000 prize in Lifespan’s Raffle and she promptly donated $5000 back to Lifespan.

We will miss Margaret, but our comfort is heard in the words of Congressman Henry Hyde when 
he spoke about those in the pro-life movement:  

When the time comes as it surely will, when we face that terrible moment, the final judgment, I’ve often 
thought…there’ll be a chorus of voices that have never been heard in this world but are heard very beautifully 
and very loudly in the next world and I think they will plead for everyone who has been in the movement.  
They will say to God, ‘Spare them, because they loved us,’ and God will look at us and say not, ‘Did you suc-
ceed?’ but ‘Did you try?’

Rest in peace, dear friend, and may you sing with the choirs of angels you tried to save.
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN’s 

Order your tickets NOW for a fun family afternoon watching the Plymouth Whalers play against 
the Saginaw Spirit at the fabulous Compuware Arena at 14900 Beck Rd, Plymouth, MI. 

Tickets are just $12 each, with a portion of each ticket sale going directly to support  
Right to Life - LIFESPAN.   

We will be seated in section 111 and Right to Life—LIFESPAN’s name will appear on the board 
during the game! 

Come watch some of the finest players in OHL Hockey play,  support  
Right to Life - LIFESPAN and have a great time out with family and friends! 

 
These tickets make great stocking stuffers, office gifts and presents for loved ones!  If you have 

any questions, please call LIFESPAN’s Main Office at (248) 478-8878. 

To order your tickets, use the form below and please make all checks payable to:  
Right to Life - LIFESPAN  and mail to:29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152. 

 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 at 2 PMSunday, February 12, 2012 at 2 PMSunday, February 12, 2012 at 2 PM   

First Name___________________________________ Last Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________City_______________________________Zip____________ 

Phone( ______) _______________________Email________________________________________________________ 

Total number of tickets ________  Total Amount Enclosed ($12 x number of tickets)  $_______________  Check #_______________  

 

 
Right to Life—LIFESPAN 

29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152-2193 
www.rtl-lifespan.org  

(248) 478-8878   FAX (248) 478-8854 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 at 2 p.m.

Hockey SUNDAY
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  Diane Fagelman, President

From the President’s Desk A lesson 
for us all

A  m o u s e 
looked through 
the crack in the 
wall in his home 
to see the farmer and his wife open a package. What food 
might this contain the mouse wondered? He was devas-
tated to discover it was a mousetrap.

Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse warned all 
the animals “There is a mousetrap in the house! There 
is a mousetrap in the house!” The chicken clucked and 
scratched, raised her head and said, “Mr. Mouse, I can tell 
this is a grave concern to you, but it is of no consequence 
to me. I cannot be bothered by it.”

The mouse turned to the pig and told him, “There is 
a mousetrap in the house! There is a mouse trap in the 
house!” The pig felt bad so said “I am so very sorry, Mr. 
Mouse, but there is nothing I can do about it but pray. Be 
assured you are in my prayers.”

The mouse turned to the cow and said “There is a 
mousetrap in the house! There is a mousetrap in the house!” 
The cow said “Wow, Mr. Mouse. I’m sorry for you, but it’s 
no skin off my nose.”

So, the mouse returned to the house, head down and 
dejected, to face the farmer’s mousetrap alone. That very 
night a sound was heard throughout the house—like the 
sound of a mousetrap catching its prey. The farmer’s wife 
rushed to see what was caught. In the darkness, she did 
not see it was a venomous snake whose tail the trap had 
caught. The snake bit the farmer’s wife.

The farmer rushed her to the hospital and she returned 
home with a fever. Everyone knows you treat a fever with 
fresh chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the 
farmyard for the soup’s main ingredient.

But his wife’s sickness continued, so friends and neigh-
bours came to sit with her around the clock. To feed them, 
the farmer butchered the pig. The farmer’s wife did not 
get well; she died. So many people came for her funeral 
and the farmer had the cow slaughtered to provide enough 
meat for all of them.

The mouse looked upon it all from his crack in the wall 
with great sadness.

Words of Wisdom:  So, the next time you hear some-
one is facing a problem and think it doesn’t concern you, 
remember that when one of us is threatened, we are all at 
risk. We are all involved in this journey called life. We must 
keep an eye out for one another and make an extra effort 
to help one another.           —Author Unknown

Shalom—Peace,
I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and Happy 

New Year celebration. I was thinking of the holidays and 
how many times we say “peace” during this holy season.  
We all want peace in our lives and peace in the world.

I was recently doing a spiritual reading when I came 
across the deeper meaning of the word “peace.”  Peace—Sha-
lom, means completeness, wholeness, safety, soundness, 
tranquility, friendship, covenant of intimacy and trust.

As I pondered this, it became crystal clear to me that 
until we have peace in the womb, we will never be able 
to accomplish peace in the world. Just think about it, this 
child in her mother’s womb, about to be aborted, will never 
experience peace. This special time of growth should know 
completeness, safety, soundness, tranquility, friendship, 
covenant of intimacy and trust. The ultimate place of peace 
should be a mother’s womb. Yet, the violent aggressive 
procedure of abortion intrudes into the peaceful world of 
the pre-born child and forever destroys his/her peace.

Before Roe in this country, the womb was, by law, a 
secure vessel for the tiniest of our citizens. It was a place 
which had all the attributes of the above definitions of 
peace. For centuries, abortion was looked upon as an 
evil act against humanity. Like so many other mores of 
our times, the progressive movement was able, through 
deceit and lies, to alter the truth. It was able to infiltrate 
our great institutions that historically protected human 
life, convincing society that the child in the womb was 
not an individual and separate human being, but rather, 
was only a part of the woman’s body.

Fact is, the child in the womb is independent of the 
mother. He/she has his/her own DNA and is totally, 
genetically unique from the moment of conception. The 
child in the womb is there because of a choice the mother 
and another person made. Because of that decision, the 
woman now has a totally independent person maturing 
in her womb. 

Yes, for many years, the womb was the most peaceful, 
safe and secure vessel a human being would ever experi-
ence in his/her lifetime.  But in today’s world, the womb 
is no longer peaceful and safe. Under Roe, the rights of 
a woman precede the rights of her baby. She is able to 
selfishly kill her child in order to maintain her individual 
right of “freedom of choice.”

 I am very aware that many times women do not un-
derstand human development; they believe the lies told 
to them about their child growing in the womb. There are 
also other women who know exactly what they are doing 
and to them it doesn’t matter.

Do we want PEACE in the world? If so, we need to bring 
PEACE to the womb. We need to continue to educate, mo-
tivate and activate the masses so that one day we will have 
peace and justice for all, including the pre-born child. May 
God continue to give us strength to persevere.
      Shalom,
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Donations have been made—
In honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of:

Katie and Tom O’Reilly
Given by Eileen Doherty

In loving memory of:
Ann DuFresne

Given by: Vivian and Frank Hutira

John McCann
Given by: Therese Poirer
Janet, Rick and Katie Ebel

Ernest (Russ) Cullen
Given by: George and Dorian Borovsky

Joyce O’Hara Meyers
Given by: Elsie Turner

Chester Senkowski
Given by: Russ and Katie Hesch

Alfred Salloum
Given by: Diane Roberson

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Housey

Mr. and Mrs. Fairol Robbins
Norbert Giezewski, Jr.

Diane P. Pacos

Mary J. Siuda
Given by: Tom and Katie O’Reilly

Barbara Szewski
Given by: Dan and Hulda Piercecchi

Robert R. Pepper
Given by: Judy Pepper

Darlene Kondracki
Given by: Diane Fagelman

John Kendall Adams
Given by: Pat Holscher

Laurie Masiarak
Diane Fagelman

Wayne County/Downriver Lifespan Board & Friends

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form
Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural 
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the 
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you 
the monthly newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings.

 ______ Annual Membership $ 25.00   ______ Other
 ______ Student/Senior Member  $ 15.00  
  
Name___________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip____________
Email address_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please complete this form  and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, 
Livonia, MI 48152-2193. For more information, call 248-478-8878. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.

Margaret Spas
Given by: Jim and Marjorie Janoskey

Paula Betty Kitti
Rick and Kathleen Moody
Jim and Mary Ann Stager

Artie Marie Jones
Phillip and Polly Chevela

Paula Cynar
Joe and Ginnie Garrett

Saginaw Twp. Education Association
Wayne County/Downriver Lifespan Board & Friends

Pat Holscher
Laurie Masiarak
Diane Fagelman

Mr and Mrs. Richard Augustyn
Horst and Barb Schmid

Dan and Donna and Danette Koszewski
Marshall Grazioli

Terry and Darlene Biesiadecki
Ellen Smith

Joe and Carmen Mosquera
Robert and Barbara Ervin
John and Marcia Safran
Bob and Sandy Kovalik

Robert and Agnes Godek
Virginia Mikola

Joan and Keith DiMaria
Mary and Jeff Hageness

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Rydzewski
Fae Kalder
Chris Ross
Pam Royer

Nikki Kunkle

Donations may be made in memory of loved ones who 
have died; a memorial card will be sent by Lifespan in your 
name to the family of the deceased. Donations may also be 
made to honor someone special, and near and dear to you, 
for a particular occasion, or just because…You can live on 
after death by helping those whose lives are threatened by 
abortion, euthanasia or infanticide. A bequest in your will 
to Right to Life - LIFESPAN will be used to save the lives 
of many through our efforts. Send donations to your local 
Lifespan office.
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Pearls of Wisdom

ROE V. WADE
WAKE UP

Editor’s Note: The two articles that follow are really companion 
pieces, even if published by two different sources. The first one can 
be found on Live Action’s web page and the second can be found 
on Wisconsin Right to Life’s web page. Before you read them, 
ask yourself how well you know the effects of the Roe v. Wade 
decision of 1973. The last sentence in the article from Live Action 
(emphasized in italics, bold font and underlined by your editor) 
is probably one of the most important you will ever read.

ARTICLE #1
How Well Do You Know Roe?

A recent Gallup poll (July 2011) showed that more 
Americans lean pro-life than we may think when it 
comes to abortion practices—that’s the good news. The 
bad news is that these same poll results also indicate that 
many Americans are very misinformed about the effects 
of Roe v. Wade. 

From LifeNews: The poll found 87 percent of respon-
dents favored laws requiring doctors to tell women about 
the possible risks of abortion, 71 percent favored parental 
consent laws, 69 percent favored a 24-hour waiting period 
before an abortion, 64 percent favored a ban on partial 
birth abortion and 50 percent favored a law requiring 
women seeking abortions to be shown an image of their 
ultrasound.

…the vast majority of Americans oppose abortion 
after the first trimester, more than 2/3 of poll takers (71 
percent) thought abortion should be illegal in the second 
three months of pregnancy and nearly 90 percent favored 
making abortion illegal in the third trimester.

If Gallup had asked these same poll takers whether 
they thought Roe v. Wade was a good decision, the majority 
of them would have probably said “yes.” …58 percent of 
Americans [think] Roe v. Wade was a good decision.

So how can 71 percent of Americans favor a policy 
which can’t happen because of a ruling 58 percent of 
Americans think was good? The answer is—Americans 
don’t know Roe.

As members of the pro-life movement, it’s our job to 
stay informed so that we can continue to do our part in 
educating others on the facts of abortion.   —liveaction.org

ARTICLE #2
1973 Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton Decisions 
Legalized Abortion in the U.S. for the Full Nine 
Months of Pregnancy

Prior to 1967, abortion was prohibited in all 50 states 
except when the mother’s life was in danger. Between 
1967 and 1973, 18 states added further exceptions, mostly 
to allow abortion in cases of rape and incest, or for certain 
limited medical reasons, or on demand (New York).

In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court rendered two decisions, 
Roe v. Wade1 and Doe v. Bolton2 which, taken together, have 
allowed legal abortion on demand at any stage of pregnancy 
in all 50 states. The two original decisions established legal 
abortion as follows:

1. In the first three months of pregnancy, no one can 
interfere with a woman’s decision to abort her child.

2. After the first three months, but before the “viability” 
of the unborn child, an individual state can enact laws to 
protect the health of the mother but cannot prohibit the 
abortion of the unborn child.

3. After “viability” of the unborn child, an individual 
state can, if it chooses to do so, enact laws to protect the 
unborn child, but abortion must be allowed if the life or 
“health” of the mother is at stake. The Supreme Court 
defined “health” as “the medical judgment that may be 
exercised in light of all factors—physical, emotional, psy-
chological, familial, and the woman’s age–relevant to the 
well-being of the patient. All these factors may relate to 
health.”2

Consequently, the broad definition of “health” has made 
abortion legal up to the moment of birth.
1Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113
2Doe v. Bolton, 410 U.S. 179

—Wisconsin Right to Life
www.wrtl.org/abortion/legalforninemonths.aspx


