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Life is Precious - Handle with Care

Indoor Rally for Life
Commemoration of the January 1973 Roe v. Wade decision

Sunday, January 17, 2010 • 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Speakers - Music - Video

Sacred Heart Byzantine Church Hall

29125 W. Six Mile Road, Livonia (East of Middlebelt)

Students! Enter Lifespan’s Rally Poster Contest!
Student Eligibility:
Grades 7-8 (Entry Level A) • Grades 9-12 (Entry Level B) • College Students (Entry Level C)

Rules:

1. Posters should reflect “How Abortion Has Changed The World” and be created on 22” x 28” posterboard.
2. Poster may be the project of one individual or group of individuals.
3. Each entry must be an original work of contestants.
4. 	 Name(s) and Entry Level(s) of each contributor must be printed on an index card and stapled to the back
bottom corner of the poster. Posters submitted by contestants representing more than one Entry Level will be entered at
the level of the oldest contestant.
5. Each entry becomes the property of Right to Life - LIFESPAN.
6. Posters must be presented for display at the Rally on January 17 and contestants must be present to win.
7. Entries will be judged on content and style.
8. Decisions of the judges will be final.

Prizes:

A pizza party (coupons for 4 large pizzas) will be awarded to the winner in each Entry Level.
For more information, call 248-478-8878 or 734-422-6230.
Sponsored by Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund

®

Turn Your Vacations
into Donations!

Right to Life - LIFESPAN has a new service for our
supporters that lets you take advantage of great
travel prices while you support our organization!
Our site can take care of all your travel needs, including:

Right to Life - LIFESPAN now has its own travel
website at: www.ytbtravel.com/lifespan

Our travel website is powered by the same websites you normally use to book travel—Travelocity.com, Hotels.com and Cheaptickets.com—giving you the same great features and low prices!

How Does This Work?

• Plane Tickets

• Hotels

• Cruises

• Rental Cars

• Vacation Packages

• Weekend Escapes

• Travel Insurance

• Sporting Events

• Concert Tickets

• Theme Park Tickets

• Golf Tee Times

• Passport Services

• Honeymoon Registry • Currency Exchange
• And More!
FLA. Seller of Travel-Reg. No. St-33570 OHIO St. ID# - 8889162 IOWA TA# - 666
WA-UBI# - 602 141 482 HI-TAR# - 5851 NV#2006-0212 CA-CST # 2057620-40
(not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund). YTB Travel
Network: 618-655-9477: 1901 East Edwardsville Road, Wood River, IL 62095.

Every time you use a travel website, the travel companies pay commissions for your reservation. Now, when you book travel on our
website, Right to Life - LIFESPAN will get a portion of the travel commission. You’ll experience competitive travel prices and significantly help fund Lifespan. Please note that Right to Life - LIFESPAN is not involved with your travel arrangements. When you book
travel through www.ytbtravel.com/lifespan, you are dealing directly with the vendors just like you would on sites like Travelocity.com.

Get started!

Find and purchase
travel deals

Cruises

China Tours

Attention: High School Students
—In Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties—
Enter Lifespan’s Student Art Contest!

Art Contest Theme: Celebration of Life!

Artwork must reflect pro-life issues involving family life,
children, babies, the handicapped or the elderly

European Tours

Student
Art
Contest

First Prize: $500 savings bond
Second Prize: $200 savings bond
Third Prize: $100 savings bond

For complete rules and eligibility requirements, go to “Events” on
Right to Life - LIFESPAN’s website www.rtl-lifespan.org or call 248-478-8878

All entries must be received by Friday, March 12, 2010
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IN MEMORY OF:

Right to Life - LIFESPAN
Lights for Life Remembrances

Grace - a life aborted, 2008, given by Irene Tharp; Thomas Oster and baby daughter, Christine Oster, given by Marge Bradley;
Achellie Lochinski, given by Therese and Joel Buczkowski; Antoinette and Rosina Boccomino, given by Ann Marie Pagano; Our Military, given by Colleen and
Tom Giles; Richard G. Hesch, given by Mr. and Mrs. Russell J. Hesch; Andrew and Jeanette Kerkes, given by Allen J. Kerkes; Dolores Pipp and Grace Pipp,
given by Robert Pipp; Sr. Jude Jochum, Sr. Jean Phillips, Herman and Virginia Wagner, Marie and Ferdinand Schraml, given by Karen and Ken Patrosso; Millie and Danilo Zakula, given by Michael and Tara Brackney; Merridth Boccia, given by Michele Meyer; Matthew J. and Mary Ann Seger, given by Robert and
Joan Pawlak; Beloved husband, Russ Bommarito, given by Janet Bommarito; Chester Rule, Edward and Ardella Shedlowsky, given by Bruce and Sandy Rule;
Marine Corporal Mark Kidd, given by Hulda Piercecchi; Robert Prebola,
given by The Brooks Family; Shirley J. and Norbert J. Veit, given by Susan
and Norman Wilcox and Family; Kyle Mangis, Francis X. Andrews,
given by Agnes Andrews; Our Dearest Parents, given by John and
Sophia Pelachyk; Harold O’Toole P.F.C., James V. O’Toole, given
by Helen Kleinbrook; Archie Queen Sr., William Queen, given by
Betty Queen; Thomas W. Hawver, given by Kimberly K. Kenson;
Dorothy Wathen, given by Joseph Wathen, Deceased Members of
Reischel Family, Deceased Membes of Schepansky Family, given
by Tom and Marilyn Schepansky; Frank Bettega, Matilda Bettega,
Elmer Sowers, Jessie Sowers, given by Bev and John Bettega; Norv
Trombley, Bette Kelly, Bud Kelly, given by Diane Trombley; Son Bruce
Robert Niederhofer, Miscarried babies of my sisters, Vickie and Lisa,
Miscarried and stillborn babies of Jean, Becky and Heidi, given by
Lynn Gura; Josephine Agius, Joan Altpeter, given by Mary Debono;
Ida Glaza, given by Betty Glaza; Mary and Andrew Wojtowicz, Anne
and Stephen Nimety, Barbara and Harry Hodor, given by Barbara
Carnahan; Arthur G. Martell, given by Jean Martell; Thomas Thewes,
given by Beverly Thewes; Therese Tomilo, Margaret Gibbons, given
by Mary Tomilo; Vincent Arbour, Karen Bullard, given by Patricia
Abrour; Evelyn and Gerald Head, Mary Florence Langiewicz, given
by Craig and Debra Head; Shirley Sarri, Marjorie Corteville, given
by Mary A. Forgacs; Robert and Lenona Kierpaul, given by John
and Roberta Angeliu; Patrick and Margaret Doherty, given by
Eileen Doherty; Ronald Ortopan, given by Ellen Ortopan; Devon
Spurlock, given by Maureen McClorey; Judy Warner, given by
Diane Kurgan; Harry and Mary Lou Pheney, given by Mark and
Joanne Moening; Theodore Konopka, given by Stella Konopka;
Victoria and Harry Bottrell, given by Erwin Bottrell; Robert Tilley,
John MacLachlan, Joseph Clark, Lena Clark, Claire Hansen,
Louis Gray, Katherine Gray, Sonny Miller, Christopher Hansen,
Hazel Murray, given by Tony and Chris Hansen; Stan and
Bette Burbank, Chester and Theresa Cousino, given by Jerry and
Sally Cousino; Mr. and Mrs. Walter Burdis, Miss Catherine
Mahoney, Francis Burdis, given by Catherine A. Burdis; Edward
Schifter, Florence Schifter, given by Mr. and Mrs. Bruce
Tabor; Virginia Wagner, Herman Wagner, given by Marilou
Mozdzen; Ester Brogan, given by John Reuss; James
Cracchiolo, Anthony Cracchiolo, given by Rosalie and Reg
Mendenhall; Jerome Wieber, Elizabeth Wieber, given
by Brian and Anita Weber; Gretchen Speer, given by Yvonne
Speer; All those who perished by abortion, given by
Jeffery Allen; Huldah and Ira Schultz, Lucille and George
Maddick, given by Jim and Rosetta Maddick; Ethel
and William Shesterkin, given by Michael Shesterkin; Tom
Hohl, given by James A. Leonard; Earl Robert Von
Bargen, Kenneth Frank and Helen Jeanette Benedict, given
by Darcy and Eugene Mazza; George A. Zuber,
Lucille M. Fenn, given by Patricia Gates; David Edward
Brown, Marie Flanigan, given by Mary A. Siring;
Leo Clement, given by Maureen Clement; Eleanor and
John Adams, Gerald and Mary Anding, given by
Mr. & Mrs. E. Anding; Peter and Marie Yavello, James
Kenrich, given by Brett and Sarah Huffman;
Matthew Fary, Joseph Nycek, Sylvia Fary, Joseph
Stricker, Margaret Stricker, given by Frank and
Joanne Fary; Catherine and Louis Vigliotti, Rev. John
Donohue, given by Judith Vigliotti; Jessie and
Charles Spietz, Dorothy Spietz, given by Edna Spietz;
John and Mina Vigliotti, Julian Fagelman,
given by Jerry and Diane Fagelman.

IN HONOR OF: Georgeanne Lochinski,

given by Therese and Joel Buczkowski;
Patricia Kelly, Autumn Woodcox, given by Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Woodcox; Our Military,
given by Colleen and Tom Giles; Olivia Gorsuch,
Hailey Gorsuch, Miranda Gorsuch,
Morgan Gorsuch, Nick Gorsuch, Zack Burchart,
Reilly Burchart, given by Karen and
Ken Patrosso; Margaret Rule, given by Bruce
and Sandy Rule; Sullivan Family,
given by Phyllis Sullivan; Friend of Life, given
by Shirley A. O’Connell; Friend
of Life, given by Gilbert Kruper; Mary
Beth Kedrow, Frank Andrews, Jr.,
given by Agnes Andrews; Our Dearest Children, given by John and Sophia
Pelachyk; Vincent M. Kenson, Stephen W. Bishop,
M.D., given by Kimberly K. Kenson; Norma
Scannell, given by John T. Scannell; Agnes Decker,
given by Betty Glaza; Robert Leo Forgacs,
Jay Salamon, given by Mary A. Forgacs; Our Wounded
Troops and Thomas McClorey, Christopher
and Paige McClorey, given by Maureen McClorey;
Jenna Elizabeth Froehlich, Dominic Christian
Flores, given by Rick and Sharon Neal; Jane Yount,
Sharon Phillips, given by Diane Kurgan; Fr.
®
Tom Belczak, St. Kenneth Parish Community, given by
Mark and Joanne Moening; Friend of Life,
given by Connie Lapointe; Friends of Life, given by
Eric and Julie Gheen; Susan Frank, Bonnie
Kavalunas, given by John Reuss; Pauline Cracchiolo,
given by Rosalie and Reg Mendenhall; Friend
of Lifespan, given by Marsha Schoener; Robert I. Mullen,
given by Dolores M. Mullen; In Honor of Our
Lord’s Birth, given by Jeffery Allen; Friend of Lifespan, given by Patricia R. Mitzel; Melissa Bowers, given by Patricia Motsinger; Friends of Lifespan, given
by Stanley and Mary Golembeski; Sheila Gavin, given by Maureen Clement; Friend of Lifespan, given by Margaret Hastings; Koch-Anderson Family, given by
Linda Anderson; Friend of Lifespan, given by Eileen M. Fritsch; Our Children and Grandchildren, given by Pat and Bob Holscher; Friends of Lifespan, given by
Mr. and Mrs.John and Judy Herman; Woodrow and Gladys Simpson, given by Della Cullins; Volunteers...the everyday heroes!! given by Colleen Virag; Friends
of Lifespan, given by Richard and Carolyn Ress.

LIGHTS
For LIFE

Right to Life LIFESPAN
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Pro-Life Student Essay Contest Winners

hree metro Detroit teens won savings bonds in Lifespan’s Pro-Life Student Essay Contest on Abortion, Infanticide, Euthanasia, Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research or Human Cloning.
The first-place prize of a $500 savings bond will be awarded to Edward Bueche, 17, of Shelby Twp., a senior, who is homeschooled. Edward is the son of William and Elizabeth Bueche. The second-place winner, Emma Vinton, 15, of Brighton, is a
sophomore at St. Augustine’s Homeschool; she will be presented with a $200 savings bond. Emma’s parents are Robert and Kathy
Vinton. The third-place winner of a $100 bond is Iris Vipperman, 15, of Canton, a sophomore at St. Augustine’s Homeschool.
Iris’ parents are Robert and Sally Vipperman. The savings bonds will be awarded at the Rally for Life at Sacred Heart Byzantine
Church Hall, 29125 W. Six Mile Rd., in Livonia, on Sunday, January 17.
We want to thank the judges who had the difficult job of choosing the winners from the many excellent entries:
Geraldine Murphy taught at Catholic schools in Detroit and Livonia for forty years, educating students in grades three
through six. Substituting once in a while keeps her in touch with what she loved doing for so long. After her retirement, she volunteered at St. Michael the Archangel Parish in Livonia as a sacristan and now serves as the sacristan coordinator and co-chair
of the Worship Commission. In her spare time, she likes to read, knit, sew or garden. Linda Seng has been involved in pro-life
work and the Educational Center for Life for the past 25 years. Her formal training is in nursing where she worked only a short
time until she became a full-time mom. She enjoys spending time with family and traveling. Rosalie Tislerics is a member of
St. Valentine Parish in Redford. She has a B.A. from Madonna University, a M.A. from Eastern Michigan University and has
taught in Archdiocesan schools for 25 years. She is married to Frank, and is the mother of three grown children and a joy-filled
grandmother of a three-year-old. Rosalie is a weekly volunteer at Right to Life - LIFESPAN, Wayne West/Downriver Chapter.

First-Place Essay

Abortion

C

urrently, 42,000,000 human persons are slaughtered worldwide every year in the deadliest,
most horrific and most extensive genocide of
history. Who are the victims of this relentless
massacre? Could they be the casualties of some colossal
world war? No, they are the unborn members of the next
generation, against whom a large sector of the populace of
the current generation wages a callous, cruel and irrational
war. At a glance, one might doubt the very possibility of
the human race declaring war on itself, and yet, it is the
repulsive truth. “…How does a population get itself into
such a trance, such grotesque and deadly delusion, all
the while thinking it’s embracing something enlightened
and liberating?”1 Only immense chaos in the conscience
of mankind could explain how such evil is permitted, for
the murder of innocent children is no small blunder. Adding to the confusion, abortion advocates spread deceptive
reports insisting on the harmlessness of the procedure.
The reality, however, is that abortion continues to injure
women, devastate the family, undermine society, and,
of course, kill babies. In order to halt abortion, one must
understand the reasons that abortions are procured, unearth the deceptions promoted in defense of abortion and
implement a solution.
To understand the motives behind the crime of abortion,
it is necessary to examine the history of abortion and the
underlying drive behind it. Birth control has been practiced
since the time of the ancient Egyptians and, subsequently,
by scores of nations across the globe. Apparently, the


Edward Bueche, 17,
of Shelby Township,
is a senior
who is homeschooled

incentives for such an action are deeply ingrained in human nature. What are these motives? Rarely performed
for medical reasons such as the health of the mother, 93%
of all abortions are performed for social reasons. All too
often do the unrestrained passions of individuals lead to
an unwelcome pregnancy. Subsequently, having begun
the act selfishly, a sad number of persons persist in their
insensitive ways and abort their “inconvenient” child.
Truthfully then, the majority of abortions can be attributed
to a lack of moral fortitude.
Suppressing the truth about the serious consequences
of an abortion, cold proponents of the crime clandestinely
withhold the truth from women. Eminent among their pernicious proverbs are, “it’s not a baby,” “it’s safe” and “it’s
your right.” Furthermore, abortion defenders disregard
the discovery that babies in the womb can actually feel
pain and suffer greatly during an abortion. Similarly, they
ignore the ensuing extensive detrimental consequences
on the health and emotions of the woman. For instance,
studies have shown that women under forty who abort
their first child are 1.7 times more likely to contract breast
LIFESPAN NEWS January 2010

cancer. Moreover, Dr. Julius Fogel, a dual psychiatrist and
obstetrician, who has personally performed more than
20,000 abortions insists that, “Every woman, whatever
her background or sexuality, has a trauma at destroying
her pregnancy…it is not as harmless and casual an event
as many in the pro-abortion crowd insist.” In connection
with this evidence, it has been shown that, like any other
surgical procedure, abortion carries multiple physical risks:
damaged cervix, perforation of the uterus, breast cancer,
infection, bleeding and death. In addition to these physical calamities, most women experience a “post-abortion
syndrome,” giving rise to among other things, depression,
anger, guilt, remorse, low self-esteem and self-destructive
behavior. Obviously, despite the continued rhetoric by
pro-abortionists to the contrary, abortion is dangerous to
women’s bodily and mental health. Furthermore, an additional and likewise overlooked victim of abortion is the
father, who, no matter what his part in the abortion, loses
his natural role as a father. His resulting emotions may
include anger, resentment or guilt, which may well drive
him to excessive or destructive behavior. Thus, abortion
devastates the entire family: one dead, the others wounded
and tainted for life. Regardless of the rationalizations presented by some, the reality remains and is summarized
chillingly by an unknown observer, “Only half the patients
who go into an abortion clinic come out alive.”
Yet, the detrimental effects of abortion are not limited to
these well-known consequences. Through the devastation
of the family, the entire social structure is shaken. Distorting the truth about what is right and wrong, legalized
abortion desensitizes persons to evil in our society. It was
with this insensitiveness in mind that Winifred Egan of
the Australian Right to Life declared, “What irony that a
society confronted with plastic bags filled with the remains
of aborted babies should be more concerned about the
problem of recycling the plastic.” Once a nation accepts as
a right the murdering of children in the womb, why will
it stop there? Having already cheapened the value of human life, there is no telling where such a nation will draw
the line concerning other humans who are “more or less
worthy” to live. Thus, legalizing abortion puts a nation on
that slippery slope towards a complete loss of morals.
What do we, as Christian individuals, need to do to
resolve this predicament? For over thirty years, the prolife movement has struggled to terminate the crime of
abortion with victories and setbacks alike, but without
ever achieving its final goal. Why can we not put an end
to abortion? The answer lies in the fact that we have been
fighting this battle primarily in the physical plane, when
the true battle is spiritual in nature. Abortion is primarily
an affront to God and His Law and, therefore, a spiritual
conflict. Hence, to conquer abortion, we must be willing
to enter into the spiritual combat utilizing the spiritual
weapons of prayer, fasting and penance. For as Christ
said to His apostles, “This kind never comes out except
by prayer and fasting.” (Matthew 17:14-21)
In conclusion, abortion is primarily sought because of
the unrestrained passions and selfishness of people who
LIFESPAN NEWS January 2010

are only worried about their own pleasure. Furthermore,
pro-abortion advocates regularly deceive women and
hide the fact that abortion will permanently wound them.
The disastrous effects of abortion carry over into society,
destroying the family, society’s basic unit, and further
desensitizing society on a whole. Finally, to put an end to
abortion, we must first realize that the battle we are fighting is fundamentally a spiritual contest. Thus, in order to
enter the combat for life, we must use our spiritual arms
of prayer and sacrifice. n
David Kupelian, vice president of WorldNetDaily.com and Whistleblower magazine.
1

Second-Place Essay

Euthanasia:
Good Death?

D

arkness…warmth…inhale…exhale…like a
deep sleep…shadowed and dreamless. She
lay on the white hospital bed, her breathing
constant amidst the aid and gentle purr of the
ventilator, the only sound of her unconscious life. Her
face and arms were connected with clear tubes of various
lengths and a gauzy bandage wrapped the bulky lump
on her head, which had brought her here. Her dark eyes
were closed upon her pale, helpless face, as they had been
for many weeks. Various extraordinary machines framing
her bed continued to beep and hum, each minute they
ran costing dollars to support this feeble life. But what to
do?…what to do?

Emma Vinton, 15,
of Brighton,
is a sophomore
at St. Augustine’s
Homeschool

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.” (Declaration of
Independence) Life is precious, and all have an equal right
to it. The tree of life struggles in its universal growth, and
its individual leaves are dying because of unjust forms of
murder, among these, the types of euthanasia. Euthanasia
is the act of ending the lives of the handicapped, sick or
dying and is morally unacceptable. (CCC# 2277) But really, it goes much deeper into a divisive controversy and
continued on page 6


Second-Place Essay

Euthanasia: Good Death?
continued from page 5

immoral practices. Intentional euthanasia in any form or
motive is considered a murder and is wrong. There are
several equally disgraceful types of euthanasia.
First are the forms of euthanasia by consent: voluntary
and involuntary, which are performed either with the approval of the patient or without it. Further categorization
branches deeper into an already intricate topic. The means
of euthanasia provide different possibilities and options
for murder. It may be conducted passively, which entails
the withholding of treatments, such as antibiotics, or the
distribution of pain relievers, which may result in death.
This is the most commonly practiced and accepted form
of euthanasia.
The next type of euthanasia is non-active, which involves
the withdrawal of life support or the refusal of treatments
to keep the patient alive. Discontinuing procedures that
are arduous, hazardous, extraordinary or disproportionate
to the probable outcome, can be justifiable (CCC #2278)
But if a procedure is discontinued with the intention of
ending the patient’s life, it is murder. Sometimes, there is
nothing that can be done. Non-active euthanasia is a morally debatable form and involves discontinuing support
of the patient’s life.
The final and most controversial type is that of active
euthanasia. This is plainly the use of lethal substances or
forces to kill a patient. Contrasted to this form of active
euthanasia is the equally immoral assisted suicide, in which
the patient himself takes the last step in his own death.
This way, if the patient wants to die, he is provided with
the lethal substances and is assisted in his death. These
various forms of euthanasia are simply different forms of
murder or suicide and judged morally wrong in the eyes
of the faithful and God.
Euthanatos: Good death. From this Greek word, comes
euthanasia. But how can any death be good or just? Euthanasia is not a modern creation; it has been foreseen and
practiced by many throughout the centuries. In 400 B.C., the
Hippocratic Oath was taken by doctors to swear to ethically
practice medicine. Many centuries later, in the late 1930s,
Hitler ordered extensive “mercy killings,” which targeted
at first young disabled children, but soon spread to all age
groups. This was the first legalization of euthanasia. The
views of doctors and the public on euthanasia became
lax and less strict, and in the late 1990s and early 2000s,
the Netherlands, Belgium and various states of America
legalized euthanasia and assisted suicide. Apparently,
good death is that which we have control over and which
relieves pain, but really, how can any death be good?
Though it is clear to some why euthanasia is murder,
others have multiple reasons why it is a “good death.” The
arguments supporting euthanasia are freedom of choice
and pain relief. Another is the claim of too little hospital
space and resources to keep the machines running. And
for what? Just to uphold a sick patient or loved one’s life.
The cost to constantly continue extraordinary measures is


too great and is wasteful of resources, which could be used
for hopeful cases. Fortunately, the Church and Catholic
medical associations have counter arguments against
euthanasia. Not only is it immoral, but also euthanasia
is a rejection of the value, importance and uniqueness
of human life. It is contrary to the dignity of the human
person and to the respect due to his Creator. (CCC #2324)
Pro-lifers continue to debate that the illness of the patient
may be curable and that miracles do happen. There are
examples of patients who have been in comas for weeks,
and suddenly one day, they just wake up! It is possible
for patients to become cured, so every seemingly hopeless
case cannot be abandoned.
Another counter argument for assisted suicide and
voluntary euthanasia is that the patient may be mentally
unstable or pressured into making a decision. New arguments and reasons are constantly in the making, and at
times, it seems hopeless that peace under this stormy
controversy will ever be discovered.
Euthanasia has been recognized as a crime by many
societies for thousands of years, and by its failed attempts
throughout history, it is luckily only legal in a few countries
worldwide. Euthanasia advocates still refuse to learn from
history, and believe they know better than the millions
of people who have vetoed euthanasia in the past. The
medicines and treatments of today are better and more
advanced than they have ever been, so we preserve good
hope that, one day, calm in the storm will be reached, and
that all people will recognize, defend and love the uniqueness and dignity of every precious human life. n

Third-Place Essay

The Detrimental Effects
of Abortion on Man

W

hen a woman has an abortion, it is often assumed that no one is affected by her “choice,”
but the fact is that abortion is a universal
sin, affecting the whole of society, the most
obvious victims being the woman and her dead baby.
The baby’s father, however, is connected to the death of
his baby, and is affected by the mother’s decision as well.

Iris Vipperman, 15,
of Canton,
is a sophomore
at St. Augustine’s
Homeschool
continued on page 14
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund
®

RESOURCE BOOK 2010
Advertising Contract

This book will contain pro-life informational material that will be used throughout the year. Your ad represents
support for Lifespan’s educational efforts. Fill out the form below and send it to us with your remittance included.
Deadline for submission is Wednesday, March 31, 2010.
Advertising Contract: I wish to publish _________________ page ad for the sum of $______________
		
Please run _______ last year’s ad
_______ enclosed, new ad
				
_______ E-mailed ad
Full page (7 x 10)
$275
Inside front cover
$300
Back cover (inside)
$300
Back cover (outside)
$500

1/4 page
(3.5 x 5)
$110

1/8 page
(3.5 x 2.5)
$60

Half page (7 x 5)
$160

Because of the difficulty of working with various formats, we prefer to receive pdf files, at 300 dpi, all fonts embedded, sent by e-mail to mkobradley@verizon.net, indicating “Lifespan Resource Book Ad” in the subject line.
In the case of electronic submissions, please send contract and check by post to the address below. You may also
send a hard copy, camera-ready ad. If you are not able to submit camera-ready art work, we will help you with
your ad; call us. Payment must accompany ad and contract. Advertisers will be sent a copy of the Resource Book
upon request only. Lifespan reserves the right to refuse any advertisement it deems unsuitable.
A complimentary dinner ticket to the 2010 Mother’s Day Dinner on Tuesday, May 4 will be given to any individual for every $200 worth of new ads obtained for the Resource Book. The ad seller’s signature must appear on
the contract below when the ad and remittance is received by Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund.
Contact Person _______________________________________Area Code/Phone ____________________
Name of Advertiser ______________________________________ E-mail____________________________
Address _________________________________________ City ___________________ Zip _________
Ad Seller’s Signature ________________________________ Area Code/Phone ______________________

_______ Yes, please send me a copy of the 2010 Resource Book.
Make checks payable and mail to:
Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund, 29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545, Livonia, MI 48152
For further information, call 248-478-8878 or e-mail: mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org
Contributions to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund are deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Income Tax purposes.
LIFESPAN NEWS January 2010
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Chapter News

P. O. Box 24774
Detroit, MI 48224-1906
Phone 313-640-8534 • Fax (same as phone)
Office Hours: MW 10-2; TThF Closed
Mary Cascos, Office Manager

New Year’s resolutions

Be resolved that I will do
my best to promote the prolife cause in everything I do
this year whether it will be:
—by treating my family
with love and with lifeaffirming examples.
—by praying regularly for pro-life causes.
—by participating in pro-life Rallies and
events.
—by voting 100% pro-life.
—by writing to editors on pro-life issues.
—by writing to State and National officials
about pro-life legislation.
—by becoming a church representative for
Detroit LIFESPAN.
—by volunteering for a pregnancy center.
—by inviting a friend to become a
LIFESPAN member.
—by putting a pro-life sticker on my car.

wee care

®

A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN
Educational Fund
29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545
Livonia, MI 48152-2193
Phone 248-478-8884 • Fax 248-478-8854
Office Hours: By appointment
Karen Patrosso, Director



Dear Friends,
These past few weeks, the
spirit of Christmas took over
Wee Care! Like Santa’s elves,
we frantically put together packages ensuring that all of our precious babies had gifts of
warm blankets, fuzzy snowsuits, Christmas
outfits and cuddly teddy bears under their
Christmas trees. Beautiful people dropped off
Giving Tree collections from their church—and
I don’t know who was smiling more—me or
them! Our moms came—with tears in their
eyes and hugs all around—they tried to express
their gratitude. And on Christmas night, babies
were cradled in their mother’s arms, wrapped
in warm blankets and your love.

Thank you, faithful church reps!

To all of you who worked so hard to sell our Christmas
Cards and Entertainment Books and to all of you who
bought them, we extend our heartfelt thanks. May the New
Year bring all of you the best of health and happiness. God
Bless.

RALLY FOR LIFE will be indoor this year!

LIFESPAN needs you, your family, your friends, your
church and your organizations to come to our Rally for
Life. We must send a powerful message to the people of
metro Detroit that...” No! After 37 long years, we are NOT
discouraged. We will NOT give up our struggle until all
our citizens are guaranteed the Right to Life which is
stated in our Constitution.” If you consider yourself prolife, it is now time to act on your convictions and come
out to the Rally. God will surely bless you for publicly
proclaiming your pro-life convictions. See the front page
for more details.

Thought of the day

“If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is
small. If you forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto
death, and those that are ready to be slain; If you say,
behold, we knew it not; does not He that ponders the
heart consider it? And shall not He render to every man
according to his works?” (Prov. 24: 10-12)
How can we sit idly by while 1.5 million are aborted
every year? Come and speak out against this injustice. Become an active member of LIFESPAN. Come help bring
about a world where “ Justice and Peace shall kiss.”
Thank you for making the miracle of Christmas take place
once again at Wee Care. May God, who came to us as a tiny
infant, born in humble surroundings, bless you and those
you love with a beautiful New Year!
—Love, Karen

Thank you, Michigan Scrapbooker Magazine!

On September 19, some very special ladies gathered
together and created beautiful albums for our Wee Care
babies! Each one was unique—some were pretty and pink
and others were filled with cute ducks and teddy bears,
trains and baseballs and so much more. All were adorable! Each little album came with a special pen to write in
the books, a glue stick and a camera to take their precious
babies’ pictures. The moms loved them and will cherish
them! Thanks so very much,
Carrie MacGillis, editor of
Michigan Scrapbooker Magazine, for arranging this wonderful project, and to the very
creative women who made
these treasured books!
Carrie MacGillis (right) and her mother, Christine Thompson

All material and monetary donations to Wee Care are tax-deductible. Checks must be made payable to Right to Life - LIFESPAN
Educational Fund.
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oakland/macomb
1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Ste. G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-1546 • Fax 248-816-9066
e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: M, T, Th, F 8-4; W 9-3
Irene Tharp, Director; Diane Trombley, Ofc. Mgr.
Lynn Gura, Tanya Wrenn Ofc. Staff

Happy New Year!

2010 sounds like a date from a science fiction book or
movie! Many of us grew up thinking of anything past
the 1900s as so far in the future as to be impossible to
contemplate. Well, here we are contemplating 2010. The
Oakland/Macomb board wishes you all a blessing-filled
year. Many changes seem to be in store for us as individuals and for our country in general. Change is always hard
and not always for the best. We hope to work together with
all of you to make the changes that are coming life-giving
and life-affirming.

Bus trip

Not four buses, but five buses this year!! We even have
a waiting list of people who still want to join our Movement
in Motion. It seems that our efforts are frequently ignored

wayne west/downriver
14600 Farmington Rd., Ste. 108, Livonia, MI 48154-5431
Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116
e-mail: wwdr@rtl-lifespan.org
Office Hours: M-Th 10-4; F Closed
Patricia Holscher, Director; Laurie Masiarak, Ofc. Mgr.

Mass for the Unborn

A Mass for the Unborn and To End Abortion will be offered
at Our Lady of Good Council Church, North Territorial
Road, just west of Beck Road in Plymouth Twp., on Friday,
January 22, at 7:00 p.m. The celebrant will be Rev. Lee
Acervo. A rose ceremony will take place during Mass. In
our ceremony, persons representing each year since the
1973 Supreme Court decisions, will bring a rose to the
cradle placed before the altar, remembering the women
who have suffered...and the unborn children who have
died...as a result of abortion. A short reflection will be read
for each year. This is a very inspiring experience.

Light a candle - dispel the darkness

Join other pro-lifers by placing a luminary outside
your home or church, to burn throughout the night, on
Wednesday night, January 21, the eve of the anniversary
of Roe v. Wade. This practice memorializes over 50,000,000
unborn babies who have been killed legally by abortionists
in America. Kits include a candle, white bag and instructions. All you need for the bottom of the bag for weight is
sand, kitty litter, baking soda, rock salt, potting soil, etc. Be
a living witness for Life. Call now to reserve your kit.
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by our elected officials in Washington, D.C., but as our
numbers increase so does our impact. There is a book,
a movie and a song that have as their title, “The Power
of One” and a military slogan, “An Army of One,” all of
which point out that strength of purpose and achievement
begin with just one person. The March for Life is made up
of thousands and thousands and thousands of “ones” and
we will achieve the goal!!

Speedy recovery

We send our best wishes for a speedy and full recovery
to Bob Holscher from our Wayne West/Downriver Chapter
and want him, and his wife, Pat, to know we are thinking
and praying for them both.

Continued communication

Please continue to write or call your two state Senators and Congressman/woman regarding health care.
Regardless of what action has taken place, it is not over
yet. These elected officials WHO WORK FOR YOU need
to continue to hear from you. Their fondest wish it that
we will all think that whatever votes have been taken
represent the final word and that we will finally go away
and quit bothering them. DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN!!!
ABORTION IS NOT HEALTH CARE.

Thank you

The 2009 Christmas card season was successful due
to the cooperation of many pastors, church representatives, distributors and helpers who made Lifespan cards
available. And to those who purchased cards, we thank
you for your loyalty to Lifespan by supporting necessary
fundraising. We also would like to thank all those who
purchased Entertainment Books.

From the President’s Desk
continued from page 12

who voted for President Obama really thought through
his promises for change.
We have our work cut out for us. Elections come and
go as do the politicians. It is up to all of us to educate
ourselves as to the candidates and their philosophies. One
hundred million dollars of our tax money to kill human
beings is the consequences of voting with emotion rather
than knowledge. This is another election year in which
we must all get involved. This is why a pro-life vote takes
precedence over all other issues. If you do not have life,
you are unable to fight for any other issue. How many
human citizens will die in the petri dish and will never
vote? Anyone can say they are pro-life, but their actions
are stronger than words. I challenge Dr. Eva Feldman to
use the 100 million dollars to do research on adult stem
cells where lives are truly saved; then and only then, can
she identify herself as pro-life.
We must always stay vigilant.
Diane Fagelman, President
Right to Life - LIFESPAN


LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
REID BILL PROVISIONS
THREATEN RATIONING

Contact Information
President

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Opinion Line 202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5
Fax Number: 202-456-2461
e-mail: www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
Dear Mr. President:

U.S. Senators

The Honorable (Carl Levin, Debbie Stabenow)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3121
www.senate.gov/
Dear Senator (last name):

U.S. Representatives

The Honorable (first and last name)
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
202-224-3121
www.house.gov/
Dear Congressman/Congresswoman (last name):

Governor

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-3400
Opinion Line: 517-335-7858
e-mail: migov@aol.com
Dear Governor Granholm:

Michigan State Senator

The Honorable (full name)
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-1837
www.senate.mi.gov/
Dear Senator (last name):

Michigan State Representative
The Honorable (full name)
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-1837
www.house.mi.gov/
Dear Representative (last name):
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The National Right to Life Committee (NRLC), the federation of rightto-life organizations in all 50 states,
released an analysis, on November
24, of provisions in the Senate health
care bill crafted by Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) relating
to the rationing of lifesaving medical
treatment. The analysis concludes:
Senior citizens’ ability to use
their own money, if they choose, to
avoid involuntary denial of medical
treatment under Medicare could be
severely limited.
State commissioners of the new
health insurance exchanges created
by the bill would be given power to
deny people who are trying to obtain
policies in the exchange the option
of choosing health plans less likely
to deny treatment, by limiting what
they would be allowed to pay for
such policies.
In response to public reaction over
the summer denouncing efforts to
encourage patients to agree to reject
treatment as a way of saving costs,
the Senate avoided including the
“advance care planning” provisions
still in the House bill. Instead, it has
sought to achieve a similar result under a different name. Under the title
“Shared Decisionmaking,” the bill
funds and promotes “patient decision
aids” to “help” patients make treatment decisions.
A Medicare Advisory Board is established to force Medicare payments
below the rate of medical inflation.
In releasing the analysis, which
appears below, Burke J. Balch, J.D.,
director of NRLC’s Robert Powell
Center for Medical Ethics noted:
Since its inception, the pro-life
movement has been as concerned with
protecting the lives of older people
and people with disabilities from
euthanasia, including the involuntary
denial of treatment, food, and fluids
necessary to prevent death, as it has
been dedicated to protecting unborn
children from abortion. Sen. Reid’s

bill contains multiple provisions that
threaten these lives.
The Reid Bill contains important
elements that would greatly impact
the ability of patients to receive
unrationed medical care. These elements, combined with inadequate
funding—a scheme of “robbing Peter
to pay Paul” under which half of the
funding comes from cuts in Medicare
spending—would result in rationing life-saving treatment for senior
citizens.
Robert Powell Center for Medical
Ethics Director Burke J. Balch, J.D., and
Legislative Counsel Jennifer Popik,
J.D. are available to provide further
comment and analysis on the rationing
provisions contained in the Reid bill.
To arrange an interview, contact the
NRLC Communications Department
at (202) 626-8825.
NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE
ANALYSIS: SENIORS BEWARE
Reid Bill Provisions Threaten Older
Americans and People with Disabilities

Introduction

The U.S. Senate has begun debate
on the 2,074-page health care bill,
crafted by Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid (D-NV).
The National Right to Life Committee, noted that Senator Reid’s bill
would authorize the federal government to pay for any and all abortions
through a huge federal health insurance program, and also to subsidize
purchase of private plans that cover
abortion on demand. Further analysis
finds that the Reid bill, like the House
bill approved earlier, puts the lives
of older Americans and persons with
disabilities at great risk.
LIMITS ON SENIOR CITIZENS’
CHOICE TO SPEND THEIR OWN
MONEY TO ENSURE ACCESS TO
LIFESAVING CARE
Under current law, Medicare recipients have the legal option, if they
choose, of adding their own money
on top of the government contribution
LIFESPAN NEWS January 2010

in order to obtain “private fee-forservice” Medicare Advantage plans
that can use the additional premiums
to avoid “managed care” limitations
on treatments and tests and to ensure
access by paying providers market
rates. Presently, the Medicare statute
prevents the government from secondguessing or imposing limits on the
premiums for private fee-for-service
plans, allowing beneficiaries to balance cost, benefit, and affordability in
making their own decisions whether
to purchase such plans. However,
Section 3209, on page 920, amends
that provision so as to empower the
federal government to exclude from
competing in Medicare Advantage
those plans whose bids it does not
like. The consequence is to give the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) the discretion to deny
older Americans the choice of plans
whose premiums CMS disallows. This
amounts to the imposition of price
controls, thus limiting what older
Americans are permitted to spend
for health insurance. Again, being
prohibited from paying what may be
needed to obtain unrationed health
insurance amounts to governmentimposed health care rationing.
The provision duplicates the littlenoticed section 1175 of the bill passed
by the House of Representatives. Neither provision was in bills reported
by the committees of either chamber;
at the last minute, both were slipped
into the versions sent to the floor for
action.
The fundamental question is
whether seniors will be prevented
from using their own money, if they
wish, to gain access to insurance that
will not ration medical treatment.
The significant cuts that the Senate
and House health care bills make in
Medicare increase the importance of
protecting the right of older Americans, if they choose, to use their own
money to save their own lives. It is
critical that seniors retain this right
which would be eliminated by the
Reid bill as introduced.
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LIMITING THE ABILITY OF
CITIZENS TO SPEND THEIR OWN
MONEY TO OBTAIN UNRATIONED
CARE IN THE HEALTH CARE
EXCHANGES
Also, for those eligible to participate in the insurance exchange, Sen.
Reid’s bill limits their right to spend
their own money to save their own
lives. Beginning on page 37, Section
1003 empowers the State Exchange
Commissioner to exclude from the
exchange plans offered by health
insurance issuers whom the State
Commissioner considers have a
pattern of “excessive or unjustified
premium increases.” It is noteworthy
that this provision will even have a
chilling effect on health plans offered
outside the exchange, since insurers
will be fearful that if they fully meet
the demand for health insurance by
employers and others, it may be held
against them so as to keep them out
of the exchange. While the exchanges
are to begin by serving individuals
and small businesses, ultimately they
are intended to cover even the largest
employers, so the possibility of exclusion from so large a market is likely to
be a significant deterrent.
This parallels a similar provision
inserted in the House bill when it went
to the floor, Section 104.
This essentially grants government
bureaucrats the discretion to limit
what people are allowed to pay for
health insurance. Being prohibited
from paying what may be needed to
obtain unrationed health insurance
amounts to government-imposed
health care rationing.
PUSHING REJECTION OF
TREATMENT TO SAVE MONEY—
RENAMING “ADVANCE CARE
PLANNING” AS “SHARED
DECISIONMAKING”
The Reid Bill contains a section
titled “Shared Decisionmaking.”
The Reid bill does not include provisions paralleling those in the House
bill designed to create incentives for
“advance care planning.” But Section
936, beginning on page 1106, provides
funding to develop and disseminate
“patient decision aids” which are to
include “relative cost of treatment or,
where appropriate, palliative care op-

tions” and to “educate providers on
the use of such materials, including
through academic curricula” (p. 1110).
Money is to be awarded to establish
“Shared Decisionmaking Resource
Centers…to provide technical assistance to providers and to develop
and disseminate best practices …” (p.
1112).The concern with this section is
the same as that with the promotion
of advance care planning. Given the
strong views many in the medical
community have about poor quality
of life and the considerable emphasis
on saving costs (along with the Reid
bills defective process for selecting the
materials the patients receive), the danger is great these measures will in fact
subtly or otherwise “nudge” patients
in the direction of rejecting life-saving
treatment to save costs.
INDEPENDENT MEDICARE
ADVISORY BOARD MUST DRIVE
MEDICARE REIMBURSEMENT
BELOW THE RATE OF MEDICAL
INFLATION
In Section 3403, beginning on
page 1000, the Reid bill provides for
an “Independent Medicare Advisory
Board,” given the task of ensuring
senior’s Medicare meets budget goals
that will tighten each year. For fiscal
years 2015 through 2019, the bill sets a
target rate of growth for Medicare midway between medical inflation and
average inflation; for subsequent years
the target is the growth in Gross Domestic Product per capita plus 1%.To
the extent the Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Services projects that
Medicare growth rates would exceed
these targets, the Board would have
to act to reduce the gap by specified
percentages varying by year. This gapreducing would likely come through
reductions in payments to health care
providers, leading those providers to
skimp on care or leave the Medicare
program altogether.
The recommendations of the Board
would automatically go into effect unless Congress, through an expedited
procedure, adopted another means
resulting in the same reductions; to
waive this would require a 3/5 vote.
—Further details and documentation can
be found at: http://www.nrlc.org/healthcarerationing/reidsubstitute.html.
11

From the President’s Desk
Diane,
God bless you and all the wonderful people that work
to defend Life through Right to Life - LIFESPAN.
I’m writing today to thank you for your past participation and encourage your support for the next 40 Days for
Life Campaign that will take place during Lent of 2010
(Feb 17th – March 28th).
The results of the Fall 40 DFL Campaign were remarkable. There were 212 vigil sites across the United States,
Canada and Denmark. Tens of thousands of people
participated in these vigils that took place on the public
sidewalks in front of local abortion facilities. For many of
the people (35%) this was their first-ever Pro-Life activity. Over 600 babies were saved from abortion. We know
that many women changed their minds just because there
were people praying in front of the abortion facilities. No
doubt there were many more ‘saves’ that we have no way
of verifying.
This fall’s campaign also saw eight abortion workers
quit their jobs. Most notable was Abby Johnson, director
of Planned Parenthood, in Byron, Texas. Abby not only
quit her job as director of PP but joined the pro-lifers on
the sidewalk to pray for an end to abortion. She has been
outspoken in exposing the truths about PP and her own
conversion story. Two abortion facilities closed where 40
DFL vigils were taking place (including a notorious facility in Pensacola, FL).
There is no way to list all the blessings that have occurred
as a result of this campaign. I think most of the blessings
took place in the hearts of those who came and stood,
peacefully watching, in prayer to end abortion. People of
faith have gained a renewed sense of hope because of the
blessings God has brought through this campaign.
I hope that many of the Lifespan members will join us
this Lent at the 40 DFL sites in the metro area: in Sterling
Heights, contact Maribeth Crecenti at 586-855-8556; in
Southfield,contact Barb Yagley at 248-703-3577.
Diane, please know that in no way do I wish to distract
the good people at Lifespan from the important work they
do. 40 Days for Life is something in which, because of its
limited focus (40 days), people can participate without
interfering with their other obligations.
Sincerely, Mike Stack MEV
Missionary of the Gospel of Life
Campaign Coordinator, Southfield 40 Days for Life
www.40daysforlife.com

The sacred???? and the profane!!!

Northland “Family Planning Centers” of Michigan are
now advertising their services with a video calling abortion “sacred work.” Set to soft, upbeat piano music and
themed with pink pastel shades, a recently uploaded video
entitled “Every Day, Good Women Choose Abortion,”
assures prospective customers that deciding “to have an
abortion is a normal experience,” and that the decision is
a good decision.
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Dear Pro-life Friends,
I pray the Christmas and New Year season brought
joy and peace into your life. A new year always brings
hope—hope that the year will be just a little better than
the last.
In the cause of promoting human life, this is needed
more than ever—hope, that those promoting abortion
and the destruction of human life, will have a change of
heart. With the political atmosphere in Washington, this
will be very unlikely. If you listened to Mr. Obama before
the election, he was very clear about his opinion toward
“unwanted” human life. He was especially clear about his
support of embryonic stem cell research. I want to share
with you a chilling interview addressing embryonic stem
cell research. It aired on December 1, 2009—WJR radio, the
Paul W. Smith program.
Paul W. Smith interviewed Eva Feldman, director of
the A. Alfred Taubman Medical Research Institute at the
University of Michigan, the department that works on
embryonic stem cell research. It took a couple of key questions for the doctor to differentiate between embryonic
and adult stem cell research. It was embryonic stem cell
research she was promoting. What was so chilling is that
in defense of her work, Dr. Feldman told Paul Smith that
she and those working on this project were pro-life! They
were taking embryos that were going to be discarded and
using them for “good.”
We are here revisiting the mind set of the German scientists in the late 19th century. I remember so clearly hearing
about the testimony of scientists testifying at the Nuremburg Trials. They defended their work to the judges—the
experimentations they were doing on prisoners was for
the good of the community—after all, these people were
going to die anyway.
The lack of any moral clarity and the insensitivity Eva
Feldman showed toward embryos defines the type of
mentality in our scientific community. The embryos, the
earliest stage of human beings, in Dr. Feldman’s opinion
were valuable as specimens. It was morally acceptable to
use them in scientific experimentation—the end justified
the means regardless that humans were being killed.
Then came the next bomb shell. She proudly professed
that U of M received from Mr. Obama and his stimulus
package a whooping 100 MILLION DOLLARS to continue
the work on embryonic stem cell research. Dr. Feldman then
praised Alfred Taubman for contributing $50 MILLION
of his own private money. Mr. Taubman’s money allowed
them to do their work on embryonic stem cell research
prior to Mr. Obama permitting tax money to be given to
promote research and experimentation on embryos.
Remember that prior to this, it was never unlawful to
do embryonic stem cell research—you had to find private
money to do it. Now, we the taxpayers will pay for the
killing of our fellow citizens. So, my dear pro-life friends,
money from the stimulus package is not paying for new
jobs at U of M—it is paying to continue research that was
otherwise paid for by private money. How many of you
continued on page 9
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Pearls of Wisdom

Health Care Rationing
The Rationing Commission
Meet the unelected body that will dictate
future medical decisions.
s usual, the most dangerous parts of ObamaCare
aren’t receiving the scrutiny they deserve—and
one of the least examined is a new commission to tell Congress how to control health spending.
Democrats are quietly attempting to impose a “global
budget” on Medicare, with radical implications for U.S.
medicine.
Like most of Europe, the various health bills stipulate that Congress will arbitrarily decide how much to
spend on health care for seniors every year—and then
invest an unelected board with extraordinary powers
to dictate what is covered and how it will be paid for.
White House budget director Peter Orszag calls this
Medicare commission “critical to our fiscal future” and
“one of the most potent reforms.”
On that last score, he’s right. Prominent health
economist Alain Enthoven has likened a global budget
to “bombing from 35,000 feet, where you don’t see the
faces of the people you kill.”
As envisioned by the Senate Finance Committee, the
commission—all 15 members appointed by the President—would have to meet certain budget targets each
year. Starting in 2015, Medicare could not grow more
rapidly on a per capita basis than by a measure of inflation. After 2019, it could only grow at the same rate as
GDP, plus one percentage point.
The theory is to let technocrats set Medicare payments free from political pressure, as with the military
base closing commissions. But that process presented
recommendations to Congress for an up-or-down vote.
Here, the commission’s decisions would go into effect
automatically if Congress couldn’t agree within six
months on different cuts that met the same target. The
board’s decisions would not be subject to ordinary notice-and-comment rule-making, or even judicial review.
Yet if the goal really is political insulation, then the
Medicare Commission is off to a bad start. To avoid a
senior revolt, Finance Chairman Max Baucus decided
to bar his creation from reducing benefits or raising the
eligibility age, which meant that it could only cut costs
by tightening Medicare price controls on doctors and
hospitals. Doctors and hospitals, naturally, were furious.
So the Montana Democrat bowed and carved out
exemptions for such providers, along with hospices and
suppliers of medical equipment. Until 2019 the commission will thus only be allowed to attack Medicare
Advantage, the program that gives 10 million seniors
private insurance choices, and to raise premiums for
Medicare prescription drug coverage, which is run by
private contractors. Notice a political pattern?

A
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But a decade from now, such limits are off—which
also happens to be roughly the time when ObamaCare’s
spending explodes. The hard budget cap means there is
only so much money to be divvied up for care, with no
account for demographic changes, such as longer life
spans, or for the increasing incidence of diabetes, heart
disease and other chronic conditions.
Worse, it makes little room for medical innovations.
The commission is mandated to go after “sources of
excess cost growth,” meaning treatments that are too
expensive or whose coverage will boost spending. If
researchers find a pricey treatment for Alzheimer’s in
2020, that might be banned because it would add new
costs and bust the global budget. Or it might decide that
“Maybe you’re better off not having the surgery, but
taking the painkiller,” as President Obama put it in June.
In other words, the Medicare commission would
come to function much like the National Institute for
Health and Clinical Excellence, which rations care in
England. Or a similar Washington state board created in
2003 to control costs. Its handiwork isn’t pretty.
The Washington commission, called the Health
Technology Assessment, is manned by 11 bureaucrats,
including a chiropractor and a “naturopath” who
focuses on alternative, er, remedies like herbs and massage therapy. They consider the clinical effectiveness but
above all the cost of medical procedures and technologies. If they decide something isn’t worth the money,
then Olympia won’t cover it for some 750,000 Medicaid
patients, public employees and prisoners.
So far, the commission has banned knee arthroscopy
for osteoarthritis, discography for chronic back pain,
and implantable infusion pumps for pain not related to
cancer. This year, it is targeting such frivolous luxuries
as knee replacements, spinal cord stimulation, a specialized autism therapy and MRIs of the abdomen, pelvis
or breasts for cancer. It will also rule on routine ultrasounds for pregnancy, which have a “high” efficacy but
also a “high” cost.
Currently, the commission is pushing through the
most restrictive payment policy in the nation for drugeluting cardiac stents—simply because bare metal stents
are cheaper, even as they result in worse outcomes. If a
patient is wheeled into the operating room with chest
pains in an emergency, doctors will first have to determine if he’s covered by a state plan, then the diameter of
his blood vessels and his diabetic condition to decide on
the appropriate stent. If they don’t, Washington will not
reimburse them for “inappropriate care.”
If Democrats impose such a commission nationwide,
it would constitute a radical change in U.S. health care.
continued on page 15
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Third-Place Essay

The Detrimental Effects
of Abortion on Man
continued from page 6

Though the initial reaction may be one of relief, studies
have and continue to give evidence that men also suffer
from the symptoms of post-abortive trauma. Despite this
proof, many argue that the man is not affected at all.
For every child, there is a mother and a father, and
one is just as much a parent as the other. Many people,
though, consider abortion to be only a woman’s issue (my
body, my choice), and the men are left in the dark. Some
men may even hide their emotions, says a 1984 document
concerning this topic1 and because of this, they can become
bitter, angry, and resentful, even depressed, untrusting and
reckless. Many may not even realize that those feelings
are directly after-effects of their partner’s abortion. They
may project those feelings negatively on others, possibly
becoming abusive or using drugs and alcohol.
The culture of today’s world expects men to be tough,
strong and brave with no emotion and feeds them the idea
that any show of true feelings is wimpy and cowardly.
This tendency causes them to bottle up any sentiment
and just pretend everything is going well, but inside,
they are in pain. This neglected hurt often causes jobs and
responsibilities to fail, and families and relationships to
suffer. Unfortunately, these traits are all too common in
post-abortive men.
A 1997 report by Catherine T. Coyle2 observed that to
the same extent, both men and women suffer from many
of the same symptoms of post-abortive trauma. Some of
these include depression, guilt and shame, anger and rage
and the inability to forgive one’s self, and others, sometimes
for even the simplest things. Emotional numbness, anxiety
or panic attacks and flashbacks are also common in postabortive trauma. In addition, these men and women have
admitted to suffering discomfort around babies and pregnant women, experiencing suicidal urges, sleeplessness,
violence and abuse of drugs and alcohol in an attempt to
numb the pain that will not go away. Nightmares, fear of
pregnancy, broken relationships, plummeting self-esteem,
eating and sexual disorders, intense grief and random bouts
of crying are some of the most familiar behaviors of the
emotionally tortured parents of the aborted baby.
Although the amount of studies done on the men
involved in abortion may be few in number compared to
studies done on women, it is clear that the men do suffer
as well. Men who pressure their partner to abort, testify
to feeling guilt and sorrow because of their decision. The
men who are left out of the decision and are told about it
later often feel anger, resentment, inability to trust women
and failure in their future relationships. Few therapeutic
counseling services are available to help men resolve these
issues that haunt them.
Whether we choose to believe it or not, these harmful
consequences do indeed exist, and the people who are
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stricken by them need support and healing. These people
were and are being told a lie, and that lie is turning into
a lifetime of regret. This cannot change until society and
the medical profession recognize that men are indeed
victimized by a woman’s decision to abort, whether they
are knowing or unknowing accomplices. But, until that
time, in addition to the great loss of innocent lives, we
will continue to witness lives falling apart all around us,
and like the ripples in a pond, the effects of this choice
are far reaching. n
Shostak, A. & McLouth, G. (1984) Men and Abortion: Lessons, Losses,
and Love. New York: Praeger.
2
Coyle, C. T. & Enright, R. D. (1997) Forgiveness Intervention with
post-abortive men. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology,
65, (6), 1042-1046.
1

Lifespan’s 20th annual
Baby Shower to benefit
crisis pregnancy centers
will be held on Sunday,
March 7. Continuing
this tradition of caring
for mothers and their
babies, born and yet to be
born, Lifespan will host
approximately 50 baby
showers simultaneously
at churches throughout
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties. Showers are
usually held from 2:00-3:30 p.m., but may also be held
after church services or simply as a gift drop-off shower.
If you or your church would like to co-host a baby shower,
call 248-478-8878.

Baby
Showers!

Calendar of Events
January 17....................... ..............Indoor Rally for Life, front page
January 17....................... .................Sanctity of Life Sunday
January 21-24 ................ ......................March for Life Bus trip
January 21........................... Luminaries Lit—Eve of Jan. 22
January 22.............. Mass for the Unborn/Rose Ceremony, p. 9
March 7........................... ......................B a b y S h o w e r s , p . 1 4
March 12......................... Deadline, Student Art Contest, p. 2
March 21........ “Born to be a Lady” Fashion Show, back page
March 31......................... .........Deadline, Resource Book Ads
May 4.............................. ......................Mother ’s Day Dinner

Donations have been made to
Educational Center for Life
In honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of:
Mr. and Mrs. George Cooney
Given by: Mr. and Mrs. Bill Seng

Educational Center

for Life

1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-8489 • Fax 248-816-9066
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Donations have been made—
In loving memory of:

Health Care Rationing
continued from page 13

Debra Shantz

Given by: Tannis and Larrie Fox

Josie Archacki

Given by: Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Azzopardi
Friends and Family
Pat and Bob Holscher
Wayne West/Downriver Lifespan Board and Friends

Arthur G. Martell

Given by: Jean M. Martell

Gretchen Speer

Given by: Marge and Doug Bradley
Pat and Bob Holscher
Wayne West/Downriver Lifespan Board and Friends

Joanna Barile

Given by: George and Joan Cooney
Donations may be made in memory of loved ones who
have died; a memorial card will be sent by Lifespan in your
name to the family of the deceased. Donations may also
be made to honor someone special, and near and dear to
you, for a particular occasion, or just because…
You can live on after death by helping those whose lives
are threatened by abortion, euthanasia or infanticide. A
bequest in your will to Right to Life - LIFESPAN will be
used to save the lives of many through our efforts. Send
donations to your local Lifespan office.
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The reason that physician discretion—not Washington’s
cost-minded judgments—is at the core of medicine is that
usually there are no “right” answers. The data from large
clinical trials produce generic conclusions that rarely apply
to individual patients, who have vastly different biologies,
response rates to treatments, and often multiple conditions.
A breakthrough drug like Herceptin, which is designed
for a certain genetic subset of breast-cancer patients, might
well be ruled out under such a standardized approach.
It’s possible this global budget could become an accounting fiction, like the automatic Medicare cuts Congress
currently pretends it will impose on doctors. But health
care’s fiscal pressures will be even stronger than they are
today if ObamaCare passes in anything like its current
form. And that is when politicians will want this remote,
impersonal and unaccountable central committee to do
the inevitable dirty work of denying care.
The only way to take the politics out of health care is
to give individuals more power to control medical dollars. And the first step should be not to create even more
government spending commitments. The core problem
with government-run health care is that it doesn’t make
decisions in the best interests of patients, but in the best
interests of government.
—The Wall Street Journal, November 15, 2009

Crisis hotline numbers

If you, or someone you know, is experiencing a crisis
pregnancy, help is available. Call a Lifespan office, pp.
8-9. Bethany Christian Services also has a 24-hour hotline
number 800-BETHANY. Sheltering homes are available
to women in crisis pregnancies, call Abigayle Ministries
586-326-0459. For post-abortion counseling, call Project
Rachel 888-722-4355. For those with life-limiting illnesses,
call Angela Hospice 734-464-7810; Cranbrook Hospice 248334-6700, or Hospice of Michigan 888-HOM-5656. Project
Life, Archdiocese of Detroit, offers pastoral guidance to
persons considering abortion or assisted suicide; for this
counseling assistance, call 800-281-2102.

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form

Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you
the monthly newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings.
______ Annual Membership
$ 25.00
______ Student/Senior Member $ 15.00

______ Angel in the Waters Special Membership
$40 or more; (call a Lifespan office for details)

______ Other

Name___________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip____________
Please complete this form and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar St., Suite 545,
Livonia, MI 48152-2193. For more information, call 248-478-8878. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.
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Presented by the Pro-Life Ministry of Ss. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic Church
Sponsored by Educational Center

for Life and Right to Life – LIFESPAN, Oakland/Macomb Chapter

®

ATTENTION: LADIES (12 years old and up)

You’re Invited!

To our 4th annual “Born to be a Lady” Fashion Show!
To Promote the Dignity and Respect of Women!
The MC/Speaker will be Mary Dudley (former host of Michigan Catholic Radio’s
Live from the Shrine, co-founder of Arrested by Mercy, a pro-life program)

Sunday u March 21, 2010 u 2:30-5:00 p.m.
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic Church
(located near the northwest corner of 18 Mile and Ryan Rds.)

$15.00 per person, includes dessert & beverages
Registration Deadline: March 15, 2010 *late fee $20.00 per person
•
•
•
•
•

GOALS
to understand the importance of modest appearance
to understand the importance of a modest attitude
to learn important guidelines for putting together modest outfits
to find the resources to locate modest clothes  
to enhance better communication between mothers/daughters

Have questions? Want to register?

Contact Marilyn at 248-816-8489 or by e-mail at info@edcenterforlife.org or go to www.edcenterforlife.org

Right to Life - LIFESPAN

Wayne West/Downriver Chapter
14600 Farmington Rd., Ste. 108
Livonia, MI 48154-5431
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