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Presenting the Pro-Life Message in Southeastern Michigan Since 1970

It’s all about LIFE!

Rally for Life
Madonna University
(on the campus at Schoolcraft and Levan, Livonia)
Commemorating the lost lives of over 47 million unborn babies
since Roe v. Wade decision of January 1973

January 21, 2007 • 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
This is an OUTDOOR Rally; please dress warmly!
Refreshments inside following Rally

Bring your families, friends, neighbors, co-workers!
Sponsored by Right to Life - LIFESPAN
For more information,
call 248-478-8878 or 734-422-6230

January 2007

News & Notes
What is futile care?

“Futile care policies provide that a doctor may
overrule a patient or their authorized decision-maker in
denying wanted life-sustaining treatment. Futile care
policies do not generally require that the treatment be
objectively futile, but allow doctors to use subjective
criteria such as quality-of-life judgments and even
economic factors as grounds for denying treatment.”
This fine definition of Futile Care was made by Pam
Heavens, writing in the Suburban Chicago News on May
19, 2006.
Such policies are to be found, if a diligent search is
made, in many of our hospitals and several of our states,
under a variety of names. It is real, it is used (recently
in the case of Andrea Clark in Texas) and there seems to
be little recourse for effected patients and families who
are struggling with life and death decisions.

Catholic group may be forced
to fund abortions

The New York Supreme Court ruled on October 12
that Catholic and other religious social services groups
must fund contraception in their employees’ health care
plans.
The ruling has pro-life advocates worried because
it could lead to forcing the Christian groups to fund
abortions as well.  Even though the groups are opposed
to contraception, the state’s high court ruled in a
unanimous 6-0 ruling that Catholic Charities and nine
other organizations must fund it anyway.  
The New York Catholic Conference is considering
appealing the decision to the U.S. Supreme Court and
says it’s concerned the decision will lead to forcing it to
pay for employee abortions. 	    
				    —LifeNews.com, October 19, 2006

Crisis hotline numbers

If you, or someone you know, is experiencing a crisis
pregnancy, help is available. Call your Lifespan office,
pages 8-9.
Bethany Christian Services also has a 24-hour hotline
number 800-BETHANY.
Sheltering homes are available to women in crisis
pregnancies, call Abigayle Ministries 586-326-0459.
For post-abortion counseling, call Project Rachel 888722-4355.
For those with life-limiting illnesses, call Angela Hospice 734-464-7810; Cranbrook Hospice 248-334-6700, or
Hospice of Michigan 888-HOM-5656.
Project Life, Archdiocese of Detroit, offers pastoral
guidance to persons considering abortion or assisted
suicide; for this counseling assistance, call 800-281-2102.


Presidential papers suggest Hillary
made abortion decisions

New papers obtained from the Clinton Presidential
Library show that former First Lady Hillary Clinton
apparently was a key decision-maker during Bill
Clinton’s presidency on the issue of abortion.
The papers, released by a judicial watchdog group,
come as Clinton is attempting to moderate her image
on the issue in advance of a possible 2008 presidential
campaign. Judicial Watch, a public interest group,
announced the release of a special report based on the
papers. The group said its research into papers at the
archive details the Clintons’ “strong support—both
politically and ideologically—for attacking the pro-life
movement and aggressively expanding the ‘culture of
death,’ especially with public funding.”
Judicial Watch’s special report focuses on three
particular documents that provide evidence that
Hillary Clinton was a key player in crafting the Clinton
administration’s abortion policies. They also show that
decisions on abortion policy were made for political gain.
The Clinton Archives contains a May 1993 memo
from Domestic Policy Council staffer Bill Galston
to President Bill Clinton, which includes a twopage discussion of the Hyde Amendment, weighing
legislative tactics, public opinion and political strategy.
It ends with President Bill Clinton’s handwritten
question, “What does Hillary think?” next to the
“decision” section of the memo. 				
            			
—LifeNews.com, November 28, 2006

34th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
MASS FOR THE UNBORN

Thursday, January 18, 2007, 7:00 p.m.
Rose Ceremony during Mass
St. Gerald Church, 21300 Farmington Rd.
Farmington (btwn. Eight and Nine Mile Rds.)
Sunday, January 21, 2007, 10:00 a.m.
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral
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Pro-Life Student Essay Contest Winners

Three metro Detroit teens won savings bonds in Lifespan’s Pro-Life Student Essay Contest on Abortion, Infanticide, Euthanasia,
Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research or Human Cloning. The first-place prize of a $1,000 savings bond will be awarded to Renee Knudsen, 15, of Whitmore Lake, a junior, who is homeschooled. Renee is the daughter of Mark and Michelle Knudsen. The
second-place winner, Daniel Devine III, 17, of Bloomfield Hills, is a senior at U of D Jesuit High School; he will be presented
with a $400 savings bond. Daniel’s parents are Dan and Katey Devine. The third-place winner of a $200 bond is Angela Giroux,
17, of Sterling Heights, a senior who is homeschooled. Angela’s parents are Cassie and Larry Giroux. The savings bonds will be
awarded at the Rally for Life at Madonna University, in Livonia, on Sunday, January 21.
We want to thank the judges who had the difficult job of choosing winners from the many excellent entries: Colleen BeatonWalters is a Lifespan church representative at Guardian Angels Church in Clawson. She works for National City Corporate Sales
Development in Troy. As long as she can remember, saving babies has been her passion; she is honored to be a judge in the Student
Essay Contest and says that all students who entered should be commended for their wonderful essays. Meg Reutter Bowker grew
up one of thirteen children raised by loving parents who tirelessly promoted the value of life. Now a mother of four, Meg carries
these values taught by her parents and helps raise awareness of life issues. She is active in her parish, Our Lady of LaSalette in
Berkley, and has worked in various capacities with the youth from coordinating and teaching the Young Child Sunday program
to substitute teaching at the elementary school. She also keeps busy as a youth soccer coach and directs a writers club for junior
high school students. Elizabeth Ganss has been married for thirteen years and is the mother of three children. She is what some
call a “professional volunteer” in the community, at school, at church and in many organizations. She is a stay-at-home mom who
enjoys planning events and fundraisers for the groups she is part of, baking as a hobby and being an old-fashioned homemaker in
the true sense of the word. She feels there is something to be said for reaching back to tradional values and the way things were
done when life was a little simpler. Being a judge of this contest has given her the opportunity to see those traditional values in
print. Andrea Ketten is married and has two grown daughters, loves genealogy, reading and golf. The Right to Life movement
has been part of her life for many years, from being a church representative, to helping with mailings and dropping off pies for a
bake sale. She believes strongly in the pro-life message that EVERY life is precious and working on her family tree has made her
realize this more and more.

First-Place Essay

American Casualties

H

ola Mother,
…I just want to tell everybody how much you all
mean to me and how much I love you all…I’m…sitting
here picturing home with a small tear in my eyes…Mother will
be the last word I’ll say. Your face will be the last picture that goes
through my eyes. I’m not trying to scare you, but it’s reality…I
just hope that you’re proud of what I’m doing and have faith in
my decisions. I will try hard and not give up…And, I’m doing
it all for you mom. I love you.
This was the last letter Diego Rincon ever sent to his
mother. Nine days after she received the letter, Private
Rincon was killed in action while serving in Iraq. Like many
others who had gone before, Diego Rincon had given his
life in freedom’s cause. From the town square in Concord
to the shores of Normandy, the fields of Gettysburg to the
sands of Baghdad, Americans have given of themselves for
a cause that they believe in: freedom. Throughout American
history, men and women have voluntarily given their lives,
the ultimate sacrifice, to defend the lives of men, women
and children around the world. They fought, bled and died
to provide a future for the next generation.
Sadly, the gift of freedom bore a costly price tag. Over
the past two hundred and thirty years and engaging in
more than ten wars, there have been more than 600,000
American casualties in freedom’s fight. Every single one
of those decisions to engage in war was costly, and yet the
deadliest decision ever made in the history of the United
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Renee Knudsen,
15, is a junior
who is homeschooled

States is not included in that number. Up until 1973, the
United States only fought enemies of freedom and liberty,
but in that year, something changed.
Dressed in black, nine men walked down a long aisle
to potentially the most powerful seats in the United States.
These men are justices of the United States Supreme Court,
and their role in government is to uphold the constitution
and to keep the power of congress and the president in
check. While these men had given a myriad of rulings and
written numerous court opinions, the decision that would
define their tenure was about to be made.
Ominous storm clouds had been gathering for some
time, but on October 11, 1972, the beginning of the end had
come. On that day, three women challenged the Supreme
Court to decide on the issue of abortion. Three months later,
they had a decision; abortion was legal in the United States.
continued on page 4



First-Place Essay

American Casualties
continued from page 3

The free country that had championed human rights at
home and abroad had just purloined the most fundamental
and unalienable right of its youngest members: the right
to life. The court’s decision gave women the legal option
to terminate the life of their progeny merely for their
personal convenience. Unlike spies and traitors, who at
least received the semblance of a fair trial, this ruling gave
unborn, innocent, defenseless children a death sentence
without any trial. Execution by burning or dismemberment,
the destiny of millions of unwanted children, was a fate
that not even spies or traitors warranted. The dawn of a
new, though tragic, era had arrived.
While every war is costly, the deadliest decision ever
made in the history of the United States was made, not
by congress and the president, but by the United States
Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade. Since that judgement, over
47 million Americans have been killed. Although abortion
has accounted for more than 98 percent of American
casualties, hope remains. It only took one ruling to make
abortion legal in the United States for the past 33 years.
Now it would only take one decision, a courageous, but
needful one, to make abortion illegal. In a letter to his
mother, Sergeant Walter J. Rausch wrote,
…The reason we are here is one worth fighting for. Bought
in blood and paid for by those brave enough to give the ultimate
sacrifice to obtain it. A right that is given to every man, woman
and child, I believe by God. I am talking of freedom…It is a cause
that I, and thousands of others, stand ready to pay the ultimate
sacrifice for because freedom is worth dying for…
Freedom is worth dying for; convenience is not. n

Second-Place Essay

Yes, It is a Wonder

T

he word “wonder” has many meanings. Webster’s
New World Dictionary provides us with four: two
nouns and two verbs. Wonder as a noun may be
defined as “a person, thing or event causing astonishment
or admiration” or “the feeling aroused by something
strange.” To wonder is “to be filled with marvel” or “to have
curiosity or doubt.” There are many wonders concerning
the controversial subject of abortion.
Let us begin with the wonder of Life. This glorious gift
may be described as truly astonishing and marvelous.
The fact that you who is reading these words breathes,
understands, and holds intelligence is incomprehensible.
We are alive! Perhaps because we are so accustomed to
being alive, we tend to take movement and thought for
granted. But in stopping for a moment, we recognize this
great complexity: to live is to wonder. Life in the womb is
itself a separate, beautiful wonder: the rapid growth of
the child astounds. During the first month, for example,


the baby grows to 10,000 times his size at conception, an
amazing feat. A human child’s brain simply explodes
with growth in the womb, developing sensory nerves, the
thalamus and motor nerves at a mere eight weeks (www.
abortionfacts.com). Also, at this time, brain waves can be
recorded. At four months, the child can dream.
In light of this great wonder of Life, we pro-Lifers
are perplexed at the stance of the feminist pro-abortion
movement. That is to say, we wonder at such an illogical,
disrespectful view of this glorious reality. How, for
instance, can a woman proclaim her “right” to destroy the
magnificent Life within her womb? How can abortionists
work from 9-5 each day destroying such a vast amount of
Life, of human children? It is astonishing that Life could
be disregarded by so many, that destruction of Life is
upheld by the law.

Daniel Devine III,
17, of Bloomfield Hills,
is a senior at U of D
Jesuit High School

I personally wonder about yet another aspect of this
issue, perhaps the most important. I wonder if we of the
Pro-Life Movement are going about our mission in the
right way. I wonder if indeed we are protecting the dignity
of Life. It is true that we proclaim it, that we hold signs
emblazoned with pictures of beautiful live babies and
shocking pictures of mutilated aborted babies, but are
we reaching the other side? Perhaps we are garnering the
attention of the indifferent ones, those who had never
thought about the issue or had never known its awful
details, but still the majority of Americans falsely believe
abortion is necessary because it “helps women.”
I wonder why we haven’t spread the message that
abortion hurts women until now, and now only a small
amount in comparison to the old battle cries of “I’m a child,
not a choice!” or “the fetus feels pain!” The majority of the
population agrees that the fetus is a living human being,
a viable person. Planned Parenthood itself has admitted
that the fetus is indeed a child. However, the abortion
supporters’ cry of “women’s rights and well-being” still
wins hearts because the truth is not known, has not been
widespread. I wonder, WHY? To win hearts to the side
of Life, the resplendent, shimmering truth, its defenders
must focus on the devastating effects abortion has on
women. For instance: at least 19% of women who abort
continued on page 10
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From the President’s Desk

A

s a New Year begins, I wish you all, great Lifespan
members, a very happy, healthy, peaceful year.
     The New Year for LIFESPAN begins with our
first project, the Rally for Life, at Madonna College on
January 21, 2007. We will again stand tall and profess to
all who will listen, as we have done consecutively for 34
years, that we stand for LIFE.
We are a movement in motion and will not disband
as an organization until all persons have the right to life,
even those in the womb. We must stand up to those who
debate this issue on the Freedom of Choice mantra.
It's amazing—this is the only "freedom of choice” issue
which kills another human being and is sanctioned by
the Supreme Court. How did that happen in this great
country?
This decision not only kills the future but also hurts many
women and no one in the media, government or education
seems to care. Even my own profession, the medical
community (doctors, nurses, hospital administrators,
etc.) has, for their own gain, accepted killing little human
beings in the womb.

Abortion has hurt thousands of women, both physically
and psychologically, and yet the medical community
remains silent. What about the link between abortion and
breast cancer? Silence!
The answer to our children in public schools who want
to be sexually active is not an "abstinence is best" message
but how to take a birth control pill or use a condom.
Due to its low dosage of estrogen, almost all birth control
pills must be considered an abortifacient—are women
being advised of this fact? Women deserve the truth on
abortion and the harm it does to them—to date, they have
not been presented with this truth.
We will continue in 2007 to educate the community
on the truth. We are working with young people, open
to the message. They must take over and continue this
fight for Life.
I ask you at this time to help get out the message. Let’s
double our membership. Please contact one person and ask
them to join LIFESPAN. If each one of you does this, then
in this new year, we will be able to start educating a new
generation of Pro-Lifers. God bless you for your efforts.  

STUDENT ART CONTEST

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2007
PRIZES:

First: $1000 Savings Bond; Second: $400 Savings Bond; Third: $200 Savings Bond.

RULES:

	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
1. Any student in grades 9, 10, 11 or 12, in public, private or homeschool, who resides in Wayne, Oakland,
Macomb or Livingston County and/or is a member of Right to Life - LIFESPAN, regardless of residency, is eligible for the
contest, except for students in the immediate family of a board member of Right to Life – LIFESPAN.
2. The theme of the pro-life art contest entry is: “Celebration of Life.” Entries might reflect pro-life issues involving family
life, children, babies, the handicapped or the elderly.
3. Entrants are required to submit, on a separate sheet of paper, a written explanation of their art work, in no more
than 50 words, answering the following three questions: What pro-life message are your expressing? How did you impart
this message through your art? Why is this message important to you and your work? Each entry must include, on this
same separate sheet of paper, neatly printed, the title of the artwork, the student’s name, address, phone number, age and
grade, name of school and the names of his/her parents or guardian.
4. A student may submit more than one entry. Each entry must be the student’s own original concept, design and execution
and may not violate any U.S. copyright laws.
5. Artwork must be 8” x 10” and oriented vertically for possible reproduction on the cover of Lifespan’s Resource Book.
The artwork must be submitted on regular art stock paper and be matted or mounted. Acceptable media will be watercolor,
pencil, pastel, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen-and-ink. No photographic entries will be accepted.
6. The winning entries become the property of Right to Life – LIFESPAN and will not be returned. Each student who
enters the contest assigns copyright for the entry to Right to Life – LIFESPAN.
7. Artwork entries shall be considered by impartial judges selected with experience and knowledge of art.
8. Entries will be judged on originality of concept, presentation, composition and how they relate to pro-life issues,
adherence to contest guidelines and design technique.
	 9. Judges reserve the right to award no prize winner if no entry is deemed meritorious of the prize. Decisions of the judges
will be final.
10. All entries must be received by Wednesday, March 14, 2007, and mailed or delivered to Student Art Contest 2007,
Right to Life – LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar St., Suite 545, Livonia, MI 48152.
Winners will be notified by phone. The first-prize entry is also eligible for reproduction on the cover of Right to Life – LIFESPAN’S
Resource Book 2007, distributed throughout the year as an educational resource on pro-life issues to �����������������������
teachers, legislators,
pro-life leaders and others. The winning entries may also appear in an issue of Lifespan News. For more information, call
Lifespan’s Main Office 248-478-8878.
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Legislative update
U.S. House Vote on Unborn
Child Pain Awareness Act

Addresses
President

President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Opinion Line 202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5
Fax Number: 202-456-2461
e-mail: comment@whitehouse.gov
Dear Mr. President:

U.S. Senators

The Honorable (Carl Levin, Debbie Stabenow)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3121
Dear Senator (last name):

U.S. Representatives

The Honorable (first and last name)
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
202-224-3121
Dear Congressman or Congresswoman
(last name):

Governor

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-3400
Opinion Line: 517-335-7858
e-mail: migov@aol.com
Dear Governor Granholm:

Michigan State Senator

The Honorable (full name)
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-1837
Dear Senator (last name):

Michigan State Representative
The Honorable (full name)
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-1837



The U.S. House of Representatives voted 250-162, on December
6, in favor of the Unborn Child Pain
Awareness Act (H.R. 6099). This
bill, supported by National Right
to Life Committee, would require
abortionists to provide women
seeking abortion after 20 weeks past
fertilization (the beginning of the
sixth month) a brochure explaining
that there is “substantial evidence”
that the abortion will cause pain
to the unborn child, and advise
them of their right to request the
administration of pain-reducing
drugs to the unborn child.
The bill received a solid majority
but fell short of the two-thirds vote
required for approval under the
parliamentary procedure employed.
“It is no small thing that 60
percent of the House endorsed
requiring abortionists to inform
women that late abortion may
be very painful to the unborn
child. The other 40 percent will
have to explain why they favor
anti-pain laws for animals used for
research or food, but not for unborn
humans,” said Douglas Johnson,
legislative director for National
Right to Life.

—National Right to Life Committee
Statement, December 6, 2006

Editor's Note:

Michigan congresspersons, in
Wayne, Oakland,
Macomb and
Livingston
Counties, who
voted in favor of
the Unborn Child
Pain Awareness
bill were: Mike
Rogers (8th Dist.),
Joe Knollenberg
(9th Dist.),
Candice Miller
(10th Dist.)
and Thaddeus
McCotter (11th
Dist.).

Voting against were: Sander
Levin (12th Dist.), Carolyn Cheeks
Kilpatrick (13th Dist.), John Conyers
(14th Dist.) and John Dingell (15th
Dist.). Contact your congressperson
and thank him/her if they voted in
favor of the measure—or ask them
why they voted against it.

Michigan Senate Approves
Adult Stem Cell Research

The Michigan state Senate has
approved a set of bills designed to
promote the use of adult stem cell
research, which is already being
used to help treat patients with a
myriad of diseases and conditions
The $5 million legislation will
aide in the setup of a network of
stem cell banks housing umbilical
cord stem cells. The adult stem cell
bill is seen as a less controversial
way to promote stem cell research.
It would use funds from the 21st
Century Jobs Fund to fund the stem
cell bank.
The adult stem cell research
bills received a 36-0 vote and, since
the House has already approved
them, will now go to pro-abortion
Gov. Jennifer Granholm. Some
state lawmakers who want to force
taxpayers to fund embryonic stem
cell research floated an amendment
designed to lift a state ban on the
funding, but pro-life lawmakers
defeated it. The embryonic stem cell
research amendment was ultimately
defeated on a 21-14 vote.

—LifeNews.com, December 2, 2006
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN
RESOURCE BOOK 2007
Advertising Contract

This book will contain pro-life informational material that will be used throughout the year. Your ad represents
support for Lifespan’s educational efforts. Fill out the form below and send it to us with your remittance
included. Deadline for submission is Wednesday, March 7, 2007.
Advertising Contract: I wish to publish _________________ page ad for the sum of $______________
		
Please run _______ last year’s ad
_______ enclosed, new ad
				
_______ E-mailed ad

Full page (7 x 10)
$275
Back cover (inside)
$300
Back cover (outside)
$500

1/4 page
(3.5 x 5)
$110

1/8 page
(3.5 x 2.5)
$60

Half page (7 x 5)
$160

Because of the difficulty of working with various formats, we prefer to receive pdf files, at 300 dpi, all fonts
embedded, sent by e-mail to mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org, indicating “Lifespan Resource Book Ad” in the
subject line. In the case of electronic submissions, please send contract and check by post. You may also send
a hard copy, camera-ready ad. If you are not able to submit camera-ready art work, we will help you with
your ad; call us. Payment must accompany ad and contract. Advertisers will automatically receive a copy
of the Resource Book. Lifespan reserves the right to refuse any advertisement it deems unsuitable.
A complimentary dinner ticket to the 2007 Mother’s Day Dinner on Monday, May 7 will be given to any
individual for every $200 worth of new ads obtained for the Resource Book. The ad seller’s signature must
appear on the contract below when the ad and remittance is received by Right to Life - LIFESPAN.
Contact Person _______________________________________Area Code/Phone ____________________
Name of Advertiser ______________________________________ E-mail____________________________
Address _________________________________________City ___________________ Zip _________
Ad Seller’s Signature ________________________________ Area Code/Phone ______________________

Make checks payable and mail to:
Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545, Livonia, MI 48152
For further information, call 248-478-8878 or e-mail: mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org

Contributions to Right to Life - LIFESPAN, Inc. are not deductible as charitable contributions
for Federal Income Tax purposes; however, business ads are tax-deductible. Consult your tax advisor with any questions.
LIFESPAN NEWS January, 2007



Chapter News
detroit

17209 Mack Ave., PMB 293
Detroit, MI 48224-2248
Phone 313-640-8534 • Fax (same as phone)

1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone 248-816-1546 • Fax 248-816-9066
e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org

Thought of the day

2007 Arrives

“If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small.
If you forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and
those that are ready to be slain; If you say, Behold, we knew it
not; does not He that ponders the heart consider it? And shall
not He render to every man according to his works?”
						
—(Prov. 24: 10-12)
How can we sit idly by while 1.3 million are aborted
every year? Become an active member of LIFESPAN.
Come, help bring about a world where “ Justice and
Peace shall kiss.”
If you consider yourself pro-life, please act on your
convictions and become involved—come to the Rally
for Life, host a Baby Shower for a crisis pregnancy
center, take out an ad in Lifespan's Resource Book,
invite a friend to become a member; become a church
representative, volunteer for mailings; the possibilities
for your support are endless. The babies need you!

livingston
P. O. Box 1532
Brighton, MI 48116-9998
Phone 810-220-LIFE (5433)

Spaghetti Dinner

St. John’s Knights of
Columbus Council in
Hartland is hosting a
Spaghetti Dinner with that
world-famous (if littleknown) top-secret Spaghetti
Sauce.
The dinner will be held
Friday, January 12th from 4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at St.
John’s Catholic Church on M-59 and Hacker Road in
Hartland. Cost is $6.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors and
$4.00 for kids with a maximum per family cost of $30.00.
This all-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner comes complete
with salad, rolls and dessert.
Most importantly, the proceeds for this dinner will
help this Knights of Columbus Council to fund projects
promoting LIFE!  So, please mark your calendars for
this special Spaghetti Dinner in Hartland on January 12!


oakland/macomb

Hosting gatherings with friends and family
Anticipating the events of the New Year—a wedding, a
birth, a milestone birthday

Planning something special for the one who needs a 	
little extra care this year

Practicing the ability to remain calm and composed 	
during times of stress

Yes as an answer to the little voice inside that tells us 	
the right way to go

Nurturing those around us with encouragement, 		
guidance and love

E xpecting blessings and remembering to say thank you
when they come

Widening our circle of friends to include those not 	
always accepted

Y es to life, whole or handicapped, born or unborn
E nergy to do what must be done, cheerfully and with a 	
smile

Accepting those things done for us by those who love us 	
with humility and gratitude

Resolving to be the best we can be, remembering that 	
we will not always succeed and understanding that 	
even when we fall short, our efforts are not in vain
The board and staff of Oakland/Macomb Chapter wish you
blessings in the New Year!

wayne west/downriver

27592 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150-2203
Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116
e-mail: wwdr@rtl-lifespan.org

Light a candle—dispel the darkness

   Join other pro-lifers by placing a luminary outside
your home or church, to burn throughout the night, on
Sunday night, January 21, the eve of the anniversary of  
Roe v. Wade. This practice memorializes the 47,000,000
unborn babies who have been killed legally by
abortionists in America. Kits include a candle, white bag
and instructions. All you need for the bottom of the bag
for weight is sand, kitty litter, baking soda, rock salt,
potting soil, etc. Don’t put your light under a basket. Be
a living witness for Life. Call now to reserve your kit.
Have a Blessed New Year filled with Peace, Love and Hope!
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What’s Up With the Youth?

Attention: Teens, Parents, Youth Pastors/Ministers, Youth
Group Leaders/Coordinators, High School and Middle School
Teachers, Principals, and Volunteers
he Movement in Motion Youth Busses are all set to
leave Michigan the evening of Saturday, January
20th and head to Washington, D.C. The highlight of the
trip for everyone will be the participation in the March
for Life on Monday, January 22nd. The students going
on the trip represent Marian High School, Mercy High
School, U of D Jesuit High School, Assumption Grotto,
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Our Lady of the Lakes, Bishop
Foley High School and Ladywood High School. Please
keep us in your prayers for a safe journey there and back!  
For those young ladies (10-18 years old) who are
interested…you can go to our website, www.rtllifespan.org to get a registration form for the “Born to
be a Lady” Fashion Show and Tea Buffet on Sunday,
March 18th from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Moms and other adult
women in your life are welcome to join you!  If you
don’t have access to a computer, please call 248-8161546, and you can register by phone.
LIFESPAN has started a new youth group called
“LIFESPAN TEEN LIFE LINK.”The members are eight
student leaders (high school and college students) and
five adult advisors. The group’s main goal is to reach
out to our surrounding communities and network with
other youth groups to educate the younger generation
through various pro-life activities and events. They will
cover issues from abortion and euthanasia to stem cell
research and human cloning. They are strongly united
in wanting to expose the lies of the present death culture
and build up the Truths of the Culture of Life! Stay
tuned for the group’s upcoming activities and events!
Other upcoming events: Mother/Daughter
Program—DIVAS (Deep in Virtue and Spirit) on
Saturday, February 17th and Father/Son Program—
Growing Up God’s Way on Sunday, February 18th. Both
programs are for teens and will focus on abstinence.  
For more information, call Kathy Thomas at the Church
of the Holy Spirit in Highland, 248-889-0634.
Your friend FOR LIFE,
Lynn Gura, Youth Projects Coordinator

T

Shower time!

Lifespan is currently planning its
18th annual Baby Shower to benefit
local crisis pregnancy centers on
Sunday, March 11. Continuing this
tradition of caring for mothers and
their babies, born and yet to be born,
Lifespan will host approximately 50 baby showers
simultaneously at different church locations throughout
Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Livingston Counties.
Showers are usually held from 2:00-3:30 p.m., but may
also be held after church services���������������������
or simply as a gift
drop-off shower. If you or your church would like to cohost a baby shower, please call us at 248-478-8878.
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Lifespan is seeking
Mother of the Year 2007!

A

ll mothers may qualify for
this honor, including your
mother, grandmother, motherin-law, daughter, sister, sister-inlaw, aunt, niece, neighbor or very dear friend.
Nominations must be submitted in writing, in a
minimum of 1000 words, explaining why the nominated
person qualifies for “Mother of the Year.”
Nominations must be received no later than
Wednesday, March 7, 2007. No nomination by or for
Right to Life - LIFESPAN board members will be
considered. The “Mother of the Year” must be a resident
of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb or Livingston County or
be a member of Lifespan, regardless of residency, and
able to attend the awards dinner.
The Mother of the Year will be an honored guest
at Lifespan’s Mother’s Day Dinner on Monday, May
7th, at the San Marino Club, in Troy, where she will be
awarded a plaque, a dozen long-stemmed roses and a
gift certificate to Macy’s.
If your nominee is chosen, you will also receive a
free ticket to the dinner. If the “Mother of the Year” is
nominated by two or more individuals, the first one
received will be eligible for the free ticket, and the
nomination letter will be printed in the dinner program
and Lifespan News. You, or someone you select, will read
your nomination letter at the dinner.
In nominating the Mother of the Year 2007, please
include your name, address and phone number and also
the name, address and phone number of your nominee.  	
Mail or deliver your nomination for “Mother of the
Year 2007” to be received by Wednesday, March 7th to:
Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar St., Ste. 545,
Livonia, MI 48152; 248-478-8878.

SAVE THE DATE!
Mother’s Day Dinner • Monday, May 7, 2007
Attention G’mas & G’pas!

Please encourage your children
who now have families of their
own and their friends to each
put aside a weekly savings in
order to attend our Annual
Mother’s Day Dinner and hear
our keynote speaker Dr. Ray
Guarendi!
START NOW, and by May
7th all will share a wonderful
festive pro-life family
event. Table of 10 is $475.00. Or
sell $200 worth of new ads for our resource book and
receive one free ticket!
As Racheal Ray says, “How easy is this”?!


Second-Place Essay

Yes, It is a Wonder
continued from page 4

suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder (Barnhard, C.,
The Long-Term Effects on Abortion, 1990). Women who have
abortions, it was measured in a 1996 study published in
the British Medical Journal, are six times more likely than
women who gave birth and three times more likely than
the general population to commit suicide. What about the
amount of sterilizations, the abortion-breast cancer link
(ABC), severe drops in self-esteem and many other effects?
Most people are aware that babies are killed by abortions,
but still they favor abortion because they naively believe it
helps women; they fall prey to the lies. We, of the Pro-Life
Movement, know the truth, yet it is a wonder that we are
not spreading it more profusely. Granted, we have begun to
focus more on the detrimental effects of abortion on women
and how it destroys them, but not nearly enough, because
we still have abortion-on-demand in America. If Roe v. Wade
were overturned tomorrow, I wonder if it would do any
good, because, unfortunately, most Americans think that
abortion is necessary for women. As a Pro-Lifer myself, I
challenge the Movement to proclaim these detriments of
abortion on women more abundantly than the awareness
of the beauty of Life.
Come, let us cause the other side to wonder, so we can
finally stop wondering why we aren’t getting through to
the public. Let us stop wondering and start acting with love.
Amen. Alleluia! n

Third-Place Essay

The Founder of Planned
Parenthood: Champion of the
Perfect Race

M

argaret Sanger was the founder of the Planned
Parenthood Federation, an organization that
continues to grow even today. She gained
worldwide respect and admiration for her work. She was a
very intelligent and calculating woman, many people think
of her as a hero. What most people do not know is that she
was a supporter of forced eugenics, segregation, abortion
and birth control. Sanger deceived most Americans without
them ever knowing it.
Margaret Higgins was born September 14, 1879 in
Corning, New York. She was one of ten children, and her
mother Anna Higgins had also had eight miscarriages. Ann
Higgins died at an early age due to tuberculosis. Margaret
blamed her mother’s death on the multiple pregnancies.
It was then that she decided to become a nurse and start
helping pregnant women.
She began working as a nurse in the ghettos of New
York, but soon after that, she decided that she wasn’t doing
10

enough. She had to attack the real problem: lack of birth
control. As Elasah Drogin puts it:
Sanger saw that—either way—birth control was a tool in
the class struggle and she was clearly, but temporarily, on the
side of the poor…However, in a period of eight years, Sanger
took a complete turnabout and was no longer on the side of the
poor; she began to turn the birth control movement against the
very people she had earlier set out to help.
Sanger had two primary reasons why birth control and
abortion should be used. The first, known by many people
even today is, “A woman has the right to do what she wants
with her body.” The second, the one that has been taken
off the record is, “to exterminate those with objectionable
traits.” In a print of the Birth Control Review, she says, “More
children from the fit, less from the unfit—that is the chief
aim of birth control” (vol. III, no. 5, 16).
The aim of Sanger’s plan was to limit, many believe
eliminate, the black population, the poor and the
feebleminded. Her original plan to “exterminate” those
with “objectionable traits,” whom she called “human
weeds,” found little support. So in the disguise of “better
health” and “family planning,” Sanger executed her
plan.
Just like Hitler, she had a long list of people she wanted
to eliminate from the population. Margaret Sanger writes in
her book, “We prefer the policy of immediate sterilization,
of making sure that parenthood is absolutely prohibited
to the feeble-minded.” Compare this statement to Adolf
Hitler’s in the first volume of Mein Kampf, “The demand
that defective people be prevented from propagating
equally defective offspring…represents the most humane
act of mankind.”

Angela Giroux,
17, of Sterling
Heights,
is homeschooled

The founder of Planned Parenthood had more links to
Hitler than just a shared vision. The organization’s board
of directors included acknowledged Nazi supporters like
Dr. Lathrop Stoddard, who wrote the book, The Rising Tide
of Color Against White Supremacy. Planned Parenthood used
the Birth Control Review, which was their official publication,
to spread Nazi propaganda.
The abortion rights movement began as the American
Birth Control League in 1921. Its founding board members
were Margaret Sanger, Lathrup Stoddard and C. C. Little.
Stoddard and Little were both acknowledged for their racist
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views, and Margaret Sanger also repeatedly associated with
groups of other racists. She was even the guest speaker at
a Ku Klux Klan rally in Silverlake, N. J. in 1926. Her own
writings clearly show her sympathy with these kinds of
people.
In the late 1930s, Sanger began the “Negro project.”
This was an effort to convince the black Americans in the
South not to have children. Sanger told her supporters
in 1933 that, “We propose to hire three or four colored
ministers…The most successful educational approach to
the Negro is through a religious appeal. And we do not
want word to get out that we want to exterminate the
Negro population, and the minister is the one who can
straighten out that idea if it ever occurs with any of their
more rebellious members.” She successfully convinced,
carefully chosen, church leaders to support her cause.
Margaret Sanger twisted the teachings of Christianity to
further her cause. Even today, Planned Parenthood tries
to portray itself as doing God’s work.
“Abortion is the number-one killer of blacks in America,”
says Rev. Hunter of LEARN (Life Education and Resource
Network). “We’re losing our people at the rate of 1,452 a
day. That’s just pure genocide. There’s no other word for
it. Sanger’s influence and the whole mindset that Planned
Parenthood has brought into the black community…say
it’s okay to destroy your people. We bought into the lie;
we bought into the propaganda and we are paying for it,
with the lives of our children.”
In the early 1900s, the birth control movement had
made no attempts to hide their racist viewpoints. Only
after World War II had ended, and the public became
aware of the terrors of the Nazi Death Camps, did they
distance themselves from the word eugenics. This eugenic
philosophy practiced by Sanger and Hitler is not just a past
memory. In many poor nations today, their governments
have imposed sterilization on millions of poor women. The
United Nations also talks a great deal about population
control.
Today, Sanger’s organization is still the leading promoter
of abortion and birth control. Through an effective media
promotion, Planned Parenthood portrays abortion as a
kindhearted and caring alternative to childbirth. Not only
does the organization perform thousands of abortions
each year, it also receives hundreds of millions of tax
dollars each year through federal and state governments.

It seems that Planned Parenthood is “pro-choice” when
trying to impress the U.S. media, but anti-choice in the
actual implementation of its worldwide agenda. It only
offers the choice of extermination; to have a choice, don’t
you need two options? Not one Planned Parenthood clinic
offers any maternal care.
A careful examination of the history of the abortion
rights movement would shock even the most passionate
defender of a woman’s right to choose. So many people
do not know that Sanger’s plan was started to cleanse the
population of “degenerate” stock.
Today, Planned Parenthood continues in the path of its
founder, destroying the lives of women, children, families
and especially those whom it considers unfit. n

Donations have been made—
In loving memory of:

Paula Ervin
Given by: Ed and Jeannine Meade
Ed and Darlene Rinke

Madelaine Bellows

Given by: Serra Family Foundation

Fred Babcock

Given by: Dan and Darlene Kuzmak

A Christmas gift in honor of:
Rose Riopelle

Given by: Mary Rybicki

In honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of:
Gerald and Elizabeth Scott

Given by: Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Michelcavage
Dr. and Mrs. James Caris
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Derieu
Mr. and Mrs. John Wilk
Donations may be made in memory of loved ones who have
died; a memorial card will be sent by Lifespan in your name
to the family of the deceased. Donations may also be made to
honor someone special, and near and dear to you, for a particular
occasion, or just because…You can live on after death by helping
those whose lives are threatened by abortion, euthanasia or
infanticide. A ����������������������������������������
bequest in your will to Right to Life - LIFESPAN
will be used to save the lives of many through our efforts. Send
donations to your local Lifespan office.

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form

Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you
the monthly newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings.
______ Annual Membership
$ 25.00	 ______ Angel in the Waters Special Membership 	
______ Student/Senior Member $ 15.00
$40 or more; (call a Lifespan office for details)

______ Other

Name___________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip____________
Please complete this form and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 29200 Vassar, Suite 545,
Livonia, MI 48152-2193. For more information, call 248-478-8878. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.
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“BORN TO BE A LADY”
Fashion Show & Tea Buffet

Sponsored by Right to Life – LIFESPAN and Educational Center for Life

When? Sunday, March 18, 2007
Time?

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Location?

Donald Schwartz Hall, St. Michael Church, Southfield

What does it cost?

$10.00 per person which includes a tea buffet

Who is Invited?

Young ladies 10-18 years of age,
their Moms and any other
female guests they want to bring along

Want more information?

Call 248-816-1546 or 248-816-8489 for more details
or go on line to www.rtl-lifespan.org to get a registration form!

Right to Life - LIFESPAN

Wayne West/Downriver Chapter
27592 Schoolcraft Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150-2203
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